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Teach the Children 
to ask for 


Necco 
Sweets 


Wholesome Through 
and Through 

















Children instinctively love good confec- 
tionery. Encourage them to always. buy the 
best. Tell them about the NECCO SEAL 
—the guarantee. of goodness in confectionery. 
It is their protection against inferiority. Caution 
them to look for it and ask for it. Better be 


sure than sOrry afterward. 


New England ws 
ConfectioneryCo gy... ; ; 
‘BOSTON: Peg : | 71 O t 


and more than five hundred varieties of Necco Sweets are yours and theirs to choose from. Simple five, ten and 







fifteen cent packages of clear fruit flavors, chocolate coated nuts, molasses chips, peppermints, creams, etc., for the 
little ones, or fancy, elaborate art boxes filled with toothsome dainties for grown-ups. Sold everywhere—always fresh. 
Every box, every package bears the Necco Seal. Look for it. Ask for it. It means absolute reliability. 


Necco Sweets are sold everywhere by high grade dealers. If your 
dealer cannot supply you, send us 25 cents for an attractive package 
of Lenox Chocolates, or, better still, order one of our special $1.00 
packages in a handsome art box. Either package sent postpaid. 


NEW ENGLAND CONFECTIONERY COMPANY, BOSTON, MASS. 


6% Bonds for the Small Anvestor 


PURCHASABLE IN MULTIPLES OF $100 
BASED ON THE OWNERSHIP OF NEW YORK REAL ESTATE 


HE American Real Estate Company's plan of investment constitutes “ practical 
co-operation,’ enabling small investors to share to the extent of 6% in the 
certain profit-earning power of New York real estate, without the risk and 

expense incident to the individual buying and handling of property, and to obtain 
steady and fixed returns without waiting to sell or lease and with the same security 
that capitalists havein the use of large sums of money in this best of all investment 
fields, heretofore beyond the reach of the small investor. 


HE American Real Estate Company, founded in 1888, is the original and oldest 
corporation among the many engaged in the business of buying and improv- 
ing New York real estate for income and for sale. In the enlargement of its 

business it offers 


TEN-YEAR SIX PER CENT. GOLD BONDS 
They are issued at par in any amount in multiples of $100. Principal and interest 
are guaranteed by the Company’s Assets of $11,851,866.07, ‘ncluding Capital and 
Surplus of $1,753,111.16. Interest is payable semi-annually by Coupons attached. 
‘They are pertectly transferable and negotiable and carry liberaljsurrender privileges. 


OR twenty-one years the Company has earned and paid 6% to thousands of 
investors without one dollar lost or gone astray. or twenty-one years the 
securities of this Company have never shrunk a dollar in value and every 

dollar due in principal and interest-——nearly $4,000,000--has been paid on the instant. 


-R-E SIX’S are also purchasable on instalment payments during 10, 15 or 20 
years; payments and interest payable in cash at maturity. The yearly pay- 
ment rates per $1,000 Bond are: 10-year term, $71.57; 15-year term, $40.53; 

20-year term, $25.65. 

lf you have January dividends or other funds to invest you should investigate 

A-R-E SIX’S. Write for literature regarding them and a MAP of NEW YORK 
CITY showing the location of the valuable properties on which they are based. 
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DIRECTORS : Founded 1888 
EKpwarp b. Boynton, President Assets $11,851,866.07 
Haro.d Ropers, Vite-Pres. Capital and Surplus, $1,753,111.16 


Wo. B. Hinckcey, 2d Vice-Pres. 
Francis H, Sisson, Secretary 
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Why the 
American Standard 
Bible 2? 


The International Sunday-school Lessons are selected by the 
most eminent scholars of the great religious denominations. The 
preparation of these lessons for study is done by the editors of the 
periodicals of the different denominations. These eminently 
qualified men, selected by the denominations for their special 
fitness, all use and base their work on the text of the American 
Standard Bible. 

Theological Seminaries, Bible Training Schools, Y. M. C. A., 
Colleges, Universities, and the great religious periodicals, use and 
recommend the American Standard Bible. There can be but 
one reason—they use it because it is the dest and more nearly 
brings the rea/ message. The clearer and more accurate the lan- 
guage the nearer we get to the real meaning of God’s Word,—that 
is why the American Standard Bible has taken the place it holds 
in the esteem of Biblical students and readers. 

It not only embodies the latest and most critical research, but 
expresses the exact thought in the clearest and most’ accurate 
English ; while the arrangement by paragraphs instead of the old 
style of breaking it into verses enables one to read the Word 
with the spirit ‘‘and the understanding also.” 


Send for 24-Page Booklet, Free ; 


It tells the story of the Bible, the numerous translations that have been made, and names 
of prominent colleges and institutions endorsing the American 
Standard Bible. Write for it to-day. 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 


Publishers for the American Revision Committee 


37a East Eighteenth Street, New York 


Bible Publishers for over 50 Years 









































Excellent 
quality 

batiste. 

Boned with 
flexible steels, 
Pear! buttons, 
izes 19 to 30 in, 










Cool 
Comfortable? 
Summer Net. 
Sizes 19 to 30 in. 






foung Ladies 
Waist, plaited 
busts. Spe- 
cially adapted 
to growing girl 
l2tol?. White 
and drab. 

19 to 24 in. 







For Misses 
8 to 12 years, 
} Button front, 
laced back, 
White and drab, 

19 to 28 in. 















Style 614 ~— Price $3.06 
Figured mercerized batiste, 


trimmed with lace. Boned with 
“Walohn.” Whiteonly. 19 to 30 inches, 


FERRIS 


Good Sense Waists 


Pressure that is the same at every point—that conforms to the figure without 
distorting it—that yields to every movement—such pressure is support and is’ 
helpful and restful to every woman. 

Such is the support given by the Ferris Waist. It restrains the figure gently 
but firmly. It holds in the waist and hips without discomfort, for it is pliable 
and moves when you move, giving a muscular freedom unknown to wearers 
of ordinary corsets. 

A garment of ease, also a garment of beauty, easily adaptable to the strict 
demands of the ever-changing modes and styles of dress. For all women and 
children, all shapes and sizes—there is a Ferris Waist just suited to you. 


For Sale by All Leading Dealers 


Inferior imitations are sometimes sold as Ferris Waists. Protect 
yourself by looking for the name Férris on thé front of each waist. 
Send for the Ferris Book—Free. 
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THE 
SELF AND SEX 
SERIES 


has the full endorsement of 


Judge Lindsey, 
Dr. Joseph Cook, 
Rev. Chas. M. Sheldon, 
Rev. F. B. Meyer, 
Dr. Theo. L, Cuyler. 
Dr. James A. Worden, 
Dr. Francis E. Clark, 
Bishop Vincent, 
Anthony Comstock, 
Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman, 
Frances E. Willard, 
Edward W. Bok, 





Eminent Physicians and huhdreds of others. 


FOUR TO MEN 


By Sylvanus Stall, D.D. 





SYLVANUS STALL, D.D. 


“What a Young Boy Ought to Know.” 
“What a Young Man Ought to Know.” 
“What a Young Husband Ought to Know.” 
“What a Man of 45 Ought to Know.” 


FOUR TO WOMEN 


By Mrs. Mary Wood-Allen, M.D., 
And Mrs. Emma F. A. Drake, M.D. 


“What a Young Girl Ought to Know.” 
“What a Young Woman Ought to Know.” 
“What a Young Wife Ought to Know.” 
“What a Woman of 45 Ought to Know.” 


Price, $1.00 net, per copy, post free. 


Sample pages free, upon request with envelope both stamped and addressed. 


‘Adee PUBLISHING CO., {Sth ane ace streets, PHILADELPHIA, PA. 

















THE FERRIS BROS. COMPANY, 341 Broadway, New York 
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Lesson Calendar 


Golden Text for the Quarter: With great power gave the 
aposties their witness of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. 
—Acts 4: 33. 

1. April 4.—Peter and Cornelius ........... Acts 10 : 1-48 

2. April 1:.— Peter Delivered from weet . Acts 12: t-19 
Or, Easter Lesson ...... . . 8 Cor. 1g : 12-25 
3- aot 18.—The Conversion of Saul. ........ Acts g : 1-30 

> il 25.—The Gospel in Antioch Acts 11 : 19-30; 12: 25 

May 2.—Paul’s First Missionary Journey— 


iets 


tn a eee ae anh 8 ee sk oo Acts 13 : 1-12 
. May 9.—Paul’s First Missionary Journey—Antioch 

SS cs Se ss fe 6 wee es . . . Acts 13 : 13-52 
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13. Jume 27.—Temperance Lesson. ........- Romans 13 : 8-14 
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The Easter Word 
By Frank Walcott Hutt 


O, where He fareth on the tangled path, 
And pauseth on the flower-deserted way, 
For every garden-close, on Easter day, 
One word the Master hath. 


And, as he scanneth all the hearts of men, 
Andis aware that Faith shall bloom ere long, 
He quickeneth all his people with that strong 

Wise utterance, again. 


The fields bestir them, in their glad surprise ; 
Their byways know the immanence of Spring, 
As to each creature of his fashioning 

The Master seith, “ Arise.” 

Linn, Mass. 








Getting Spiritually Acquainted 

We ought never to be satisfied with anything 
less than spiritual acquaintance with our fellows. 
There is something in every man far better worth 
knowing than his looks, or even than his thoughts : 
the man himself as a spiritual being. Death has been 
the great teacher of this truth. Tennyson grieved a 
long time and bitterly for his friend, dwelling in mem- 
ory upon the dear face and form, and upon the re- 
markable mind which had been lost to the world. 
At last, however, he came to realize that he still had 
Hallam’s personal influence, and that it meant more 
to him than ever before ; and he was able to sing : 


** Far off thou art, but ever nigh ; 
I have thee still, and I rejoice ; 
I prosper, circled with thy voice ; 
I shall not lose thee though I die.”’ 


At one time the apostle Paul seems to make much of 
his having actually seen Jesus, but again he declares 
that even though he did know Christ in that way he 
knows him so no longer, and he is constrained 
thereafter to know no man ‘‘after the flesh."’ 


However precious, for the moment, the physical re- 


lationships, they cannot last.” The spiritual fellow- 
ship is incomparably more worth while ; which is 
what Christ died to teach mankind. Unless we 
know something of a man's true self, we have not 
learned to know him at all. 


x 
Avoiding Disappointments 


All of us have more disappointments than we need 
to have. If we would learn to look upon life as an 
unfolding story of varied incident and ceaseless 
change, rising to its glorious climax, the ups and 
downs of it would seem less crucial to us. It hurts to 
be jolted out of our ruts ; it is hard to bear losses, and 
sometimes harder to sustain wisely the inflowing of 
abundance. It wears upon us to toil for a great end, 
and to come far short of it. Yet there should be 
no real disappointment in all this, for we have no 
promise of immunity from change, or from failure to 
obtain our desires. If we expect to be undisturbed in 
a complacent walk we shall be disappointed. — If we 
expect interruptions, we shall have fewer of those ex- 
periences that we commonly call disappointments . 


x<— 
Worsting Our Temptations 


Temptation's worst enemy is a crowded life. If 
we would have temptation leave us, we must see to 
it that our lives are so completely taken up with other 
things that there is literally no room nor crack nor 
crevice for temptation to crowd its way in. A young 
fellow who was having: his first real-struggle against 
temptation—never before having specially tried to 


break with the indulgences that mean death—found 
that the conflict was so one-sided against him as to be 
utterly hopeless, unless he could replace the old ac- 
tivities in wrong-doing with equally time-consuming 
and more interesting activities of a worthy sort. But 
merely filling up our time will not win the victory. 
Back of that lie our interests ; and they must be yielded 
up to Christ. When we set our will in line with 
Christ's will, determined to make his work our supreme 
purpose, and then crowd our waking moments with 
activities directed by him, we have a right to expect 
him to lead us not into temptation. 


x 


Suspicion’s Destructiveness 

lf we are in doubt as to whether a person is seek- 
ing to harm us, the surest way to bring about that 
harm is to make our suspicion apparent. Nothing 
antagonizes two persons more completely and de- 
structively than either one’s expressed suspicion of the 
other. Many a time has the friendship of two per- 
sons been wrecked because one got to suspecting the 
other of an unfriendliness that never existed until it 
was brought into being and cultivated by the openly 
expressed belief that it was there. We ought not to 
show suspicion ; and we ought not to have suspicion. 
If our own lives are as they should be, we have noth- 
ing to fear from any one : suspicion only breeds trouble 
and weakens us.. And.our resolute refusal to doubt 
the goodness of others will often help them to do away 
with an unworthiness that might indeed have worked 
harm to. us, if encouraged to continue by our expressed 
belief that it existed. 


< 


Can We Get Our Lost Visions Back Again ? 


An Easter message from the last phrase of the hymn “ Lead, Kindly Light”: 
** And with the morn those angel faces smile.”’ 


T HAS been easy to parallel each of. the sharply 
etched phrases of the-rest of Newman's hymn, 
‘*Lead, Kindly Light,’’ with some familiar ex- 

perience of our own ; but the last phrase, «‘ And with 
the morn those angel faces smile,’’ does not readily 
suggest its counterpart in ordinary life. Up to the 
present time explanations continue to be offered about 
this most mysterious of all its expressions, yet 
strangely enough it is this very line, which is least 
understood, that has most determined the prevailing 
use of the hymn. Newman himself, as is well known, 
refused to put any interpretation upon it, and pleaded 
the poet's privilege of a mystical glimpse here and 
there which he himself did not fully understand or 
follow. But the general mind fastened most readily 
upon the experience of bereavement and the future 
reunion of friends. Yet death is the one discipline 
to which the hymn never refers. Newman's friends 
were still around him in almost unbroken circle. 
Those inspirers of his life of whom, with their special 
gifts, he has given such an account in the Apologia, 
were still in the full tide of their strength. Men 
coveted his company and sought his influence. He 
had more than heart could wish. What, then, could 
he mean by ‘‘the faces loved long since, and lost 
a while’’ ? 

We are left to our own explanation, and the most 
familiar one is the best. It is that which connects 
the phrase with Christ's word about the children 
whose angels do always behold the face of my Father 





With this editorial the series of studies in the striking 
phrases of Newman's Hymn, *‘ Lead, Kindly Light,”’ is con- 
cluded. The preceding studies took up the themes: **O’er 


Moor and Fen,"’ *“‘O’er Crag and Torrent,’’ ‘‘ The Garish 
Day,"’ ** Not Ever Thus,”’ “* The Distant Scene, ** « One Step 
Enough,”’ **‘ Amid the Encircling Gloom, whee 5 Lead, Kindly 


Light ** «* Remember Not Past Years,’ ’ and “* But Now Lead 
Thou Me On."’ The series will appear in book form, of which 
due announcement will be made. 


who is in heaven. The idea was long a favorite one, 
and especially with minds like Keble, who drew much 
of his poetry from the influences of children, —that in 
infancy they have visions of angels and show it by 
their smiles. In after years the visions disappear, 
and fade for a while into the light of common day. 
Then comes on a space like that which intervened be- 
tween Jacob's first vision at Bethel and the day when 
his first and best ambitions stirred again and drew 
him toward home. In that intermediate time he 
seemed to have lost all sense of his first ‘high motive, 
which was to fit himself for being the priest of his 
race; but when he returned, the angels met him 
again. The morn on which they met him was fol- 
lowed by a night when he felt the grip of the angel's 
hand. But after that life brightened again ; Jacob 
answered once more, after all the misspent: years, to 
the purpose which had controlled him first, and 
found that through all his changes the purpose was 
unchanged, 

It turns out, then, that the expression which we 
thought had only to do with the future life has every- 
thing to do with one of the most pressing questions of 
our daily life. Everybody who has a vestige of a 
gospel left may tell us that sins may be forgiven, but 
what we long to know almost as much is whether 
visions may be given back. When so much of life 
has been misspent, can the influences which once 
moved them to all that is noblest return and do their 
old work again ? ‘ 

Yes, even that sense of mission, which was the 
brightest of the faces that we loved long since, may 
be given back. Mark Rutherfurd calls it «the dogma 
of a personal calling,’’ and that is the dogma whose 
disappearance means that with it goes one after an- 
other of the beliefs which made youth the inspiring 
thing it was. God's forgiveness must be not simply 
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a blotting out of what has been, but a writing in of 
some better thing. There is no gospel unless life may 
be seized again by its earlier purpose, even after 
that purpose seems quite gone astray and as if our 
Father had repented him of it. It comes again. In 
most lives it has to come again, Sins may be forgiven 
and visions may come back. And therefore what 
seems like the vaguest part of the hymn becomes 
solid and inspiring with this quiet assumption, that 
what we began with we may by God's good grace 
end with, no matter how long and dreary the tract 
that lies between. There was an early comrade of 
Newman's, who afterward went another way, who 
has told us that through a stormy and often disap- 
pointing career he held on until he reached his goal 
by saying to himself in season and out of season that 
**that which a man desireth in his youth he shall in 
his age see as much of as he will.’’ 

The doubt as to whether we shall see lost friends 
again is slight as compared with the doubt whether 
we, who have lost so much of fineness and sensitive- 
ness, can ever see ourselves again as we used to ap- 
pear in the hopes which we loved long since and lost 
awhile. Reunion with faded interests, and lost ideals, 
and possibilities of which we often hardly have the 


-heart to think, is the reunion to which the hymn al- 


ludes ; and with it every other recovery seems both 


) possible and sure. 


How differently Christ deals with the hardened and 


sophisticated life from the way we ordinarily choose ! 
‘ For we think that if such a life recovers it will be 


through something quite different from that which 


\) ‘moved it first, and so we try to meet it and convince 


it with something more keenly sophisticated than 
itself. But Christ taught that it was by something 
childlike coming over them again that these disen- 
chanted lives would find all they had lost. That 
earlier touch whose remembrance often makes our 
despair has a might in which Christ put all his trust. 
He has no other way but to use it again. ‘* His 
flesh came again like unto the flesh of a little child,’’ is 
the description that is given of the cure of Naaman ; 
and that is. the best description of what happens tc 
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the spirit. To believe just as Christ believed about 
its possibility is to become a master in Israel. Nico- 
demus was just simply a man who was.afraid that the 
angel faces could never smile again. He believed 
that things might perhaps be improved a little, and 
that Jesus might be the one to improve them. Jesus 
answered the old man’s wish rather than his words, 
and he was startled. He knew that he was hungry 
to begin all over again, but no one had ever suggested 
to him that it was possible. And then shortly the old 
scholastic found unexpecied flashes of courage leap- 
ing out of his life such as he had not known since the 
glow of his youth. And something like a morn began 
to brighten on one who had expected little more than 
that he might not be quite vanquished by the night. 

It is in the things that come again that life takes 
on its finest glow and power. The purpose that is 
given back to us comes as a stronger purpose than the 
one with which we began, and we learn something of 
how different a divine purpose is from all that we 
have called by that name. With us it was something 
fitful and but half-appreciated ; with God it was some- 
thing persisted in through ‘the dark in which we 
nearly lost it altogether. And as graciously as the 
hymn calls the light the Kindly Light it also calls the 
second advent of our highest hopes and ideals an in- 
fluence that does not come chiding us for lost years, 
but one that smiles again. 

The hymn is full of pictures, and it is full of 
thought ; but what makes the glory of it, after all, is 
the quiet assumption that all these things will be 
granted just because the soul now knows what it 
needs, It has sometimes been proscribed in New- 
man's own communion because of its non-evangel- 
ical character, Yet in the very way it takes for 
granted that God will give it all back and give it bet- 
ter than before there is something that is evangelic- 
ally thoroughbred. There is no struggle, no hint of 
penance, no delving deeply into motives, no effort to 
prove the intensity of one’s yearnings, no telling God 
how nearly impossible this will be, but just a reasser- 
tion of the earliest creed which God has taught us : 
that he desires us back and smiles upon our return. 





Repetition Not Necessarily Duplicity 

Practical ethics always interest a good many 
people, because most persons are conscientious, and 
are honestly desirous of knowing how to square every- 
day life with high principle. The recent discussion 
here of the duplicity of ‘‘duplicated’’ letters in busi- 
ness,—letters mechanically reproduced so cleverly 
that it is hoped the recipient will be deceived into 
supposing that the letter was individually written to 
him,—has: called out an unusual number of com- 
ments from readers of the Times, most of which are 
in hearty agreement with the position. editorially 
taken. Now a Pittsburgh business college represen- 
tative writes to ask an interesting question on a differ- 
ent phase of the subject : 


Permit me to call attention to what are termed ‘ form" 
letters. Such letters, written entirely by hand or by the type- 
writer, are of a purely ‘‘personal’’ character to the reader ; 
but to the writer they are ‘‘circular"’ in effect, the same letter 
being written to many persons with but slight, if any, changes. 
Does the use of such constitute a deception? They more 
effectually conceal their duplicating natures than the: most 
carefully worded or skilfully constructed letter produced by 
any duplicating process. I have special reference to those 
‘‘form"’ letters whose contents are truthful, but whose use 
conveys the impression of a personal communication, —unin- 
tentionally, it may be. 

For the public, we write many ‘‘circular’’ and ‘‘form”' 
letters, which are signed in the regular way by the firms them- 
selves. 

There is certainly no lie nor deception necessarily 
involved in using the same form of words to different 
persons, If the letter is individually written and in- 
dividually signed, it #s a personal letter. The fact 
that a thousand other letters conveying the same mes- 
sage in the same words go to a thousand other persons 
does not make each letter any less a personal message 
from the one who signs it to the one who receives it. 
** My dear Mr. Jones”’ is no less a personal form of 
address to one acquaintance because a moment later 
I write ‘‘ My dear Mr. Smith"’ to another acquaint- 
ance. Form letters of the sort referred to by the 
Pittsburgh man are a practical and proper business 
necessity in any: house from which thousands of let- 
ters must be sent: out covering the same general 
ground. If the recipient of one gratuitously takes it 
upon himself to suppose that no one else has ever 
received the same communication from that house, 








this is a form of self-deception on the part of the re- 
cipient for which the sender is not responsible, 


x 
Do Miracles Prove Christ’s Deity ? 


The matter-of-fact world is always interested 
in ‘‘evidence,’’—or thinks it is, even if it usually 
ignores more evidence than it really considers. There- 
fore when a prominent English writer recently sug- 
gested in these columns that the miracles of Christ 
had not an evidential value, it was natural that some 
of the readers of the Times should protest. 

The article in question was on ‘‘ Miraculous Heal- 
ing, Then and Now,’’ by Principal P. T. Forsyth, 
M.A., D.D., of Hackney College, London, and was 
published in The Sunday School Times of January 9. 
The passage in that article which has been challenged 
reads as follows: 


. . a fictitious value which miracles did not have in the New 
‘Testament—the evidential value. ‘‘ Believe me for the very 
works’ sake"’ is spoken contemptuously. In the fourth. gos- 
pel, indeed, the miracles are treated as ‘‘ signs." But a sign 
is not a proof. It is an index, a manifestation. It carries 
meaning only to those who can read it; it does not compel 
belief. Christ's signs were interpreted as Satanic. So little 
were they proof of his divine gospel. 


Upon referring to Principal Forsyth himself the 
questions raised by readers. in objection to his state- 
ment, he has responded in a letter to the Editor 
which it is not feasible to publish in full, but which 
is so illuminating and richly thought-provoking that 
the Editor would share it, in part at least, with readers 
of the Times. Thus Principal Forsyth writes, on the 
first point : 


Perhaps when I spoke of Christ's reference to his works as 
contemptuous 1 uscd a word too strong. Let me say depre- 
ciating, instead. 

The allusion was depreciatory by contrast with : 

(t.) The insight of faith which saw the Father in the Son. 

(2.) The ‘greater works’ of the future (v. 13). There 
‘* greater '’ does not mean works of the same kind on a larger 
scale. For these miraculous works have, in the general belief 
of Protestantism at least, diminished in amount, rather than 
increased, in the development of Christianity. The word is 
ya prawtcn and not quantitative, and it means works of a greater 

ind,—such as the new creation by the Word, the growth of 
faith, the miracles of love, service and sacrifice, the spread of 
the church, the overthrow of paganism, the making of a new 
Eurepe, the rise of a new ethic and civilization, the huge revo- 
lution in the core of society, the inversion and conversion of 
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moral values, the whole moral and spiritual result of Chris- 
tianity, to which the healing works form but a part. ‘The 
triumphs of Christ in his church throughout the world are 
greater than all the miracles he did—staken as miracles. I 
pet the Resurrection, of course, on which the church itself 
s' ae ‘ 

Various New Testament passages were quoted by a 
reader who urged that the miracles had value as evi- 
dence ; and on this point Principal Forsyth writes : 


I cannot wonder that texts for the evidential value of mira- 
cles should be quoted from the New Testament and from 
Christ himself. But in so far as they are evidence at all, that 
value is mainly contemporary. The function of miracles 
(apart from their genuine benevolence) was to impress more 
than to convince. ... It is hard to think of Christ doing them 
wijh the evidential motive, instead of being moved by love 
and pity and Messianic power to the prayerful frame in which 
they were done. It is hard té think of him going about making 
proofs instead of going about doing good. 

The value of the miracles as proofs, their evidential value, 
is one that diminishes with the lapse of time, while the real 
influence of Christianity must grow. ...So that, as far as I 
can judge, it is coming to be generally held that, instead of 
miracles enabling us to believe in Christ, it takes our faith in 
Christ to enable us to believe in the miracles. We believe 
them, first, because of Scripture, and second, because of ex- 
perience. We believe them because we can no more cut them 
clean out of the record of Christ's character without collapse 
than we could cut a color out of a soap bubble. And when I 
say it takes our faith in Christ to carry the miracles, I mean, 
by faith in Christ, the true experience in ourselves of that 
evangelical miracle of grace and a new creation for the sake of 
which all other miracles really existed. It is the revelation 
that carries the miracle, not the miracle the revelation. Surer 
than “~ single Bible fact is the Bible Christ and the Bible 


gospel.... 

Miracles belong to the religious and not the rational activity 
of the soul. As proof of the deity of Christ they are dy ¢hem- 
selves of little value. Indeed, the deity of Christ cannot be 
proved. It is a faith which flows from tasting Christ's savin 

ace. ... Hence miracles convince only those convince 
: fore. And they can do much more to edify than to evi- 

ence. .. 


. 


When we stop to realize just what ‘‘evidence’’ is, 
we see the force of this better : 


Evidence is something more certain from which we proceed 
to something less certain, and so lift it to the certainty of our 
start. Now, however it may have been once, Christ is to-day 
more certain than miracles. We experience Christ and the 
miracle of his new creation ; but the miracles he did on earth 
we cannot experience. . The miracles that we believe have all 
their value from those we experience. _A man who has lived 
through none will not readily believe in any. They will be to 
him at most but prodigies and magic, where they are not mere 
legend. But the man who had Augustine's experience for life 
will not doubt the possibility, even the antecedent probability, 
of God surmounting ordinary procedure in a miraculous way, 
in the process of taking command of the whole of life and his- 
tory. Hence we argue from Christ to miracles, and not from 
miracles to Christ. 


Therefore miracles have their greatest force to those 
who need no evidence : 


It is those who can believe without them who will believe 
best in them. In itself a miracle betrays but power., Every- 
thing turns on the Doer, when it is a question of religion. 
And for religion, for faith, the Doer, ever present in book and 
church, is his own evidence. Any other proof loses power 
in proportion to the distance. The miracles must survive 
upon a faith which they may once have helped in its youth, 
but which has outgrown their support, and which can only hold 
them in belief and honor amid the fiery trial of to-day ; as 
fEneas bore his old father Anchises upon his reverent 
shoulders from the flames of ‘Trey. ‘The church carries them 
more than they carry the church. And we believe in the Christ 
of the miracles before we can really believe in the miracles of 


Christ. 
ead 
The Daily Altar 


By the Rev. J. H. Jowett, M.A., of England 
April 5 to 1% 


Mon.—Eternal God, in thy light I find my wisdom. With- 


out thy grace I have no peace. Without thy presence I have 
no power. Mercifully give me thyself, and may I surrender 
myself to thee ! 


‘TUES.— Eternal God, I pray for the meekness which was in 
Christ Jesus my Lord. Deliver me from all pride and vanity. 
Let me walk in reverence before thee all my days. 


WED.—Most gracious Lord, wilt thou give me a clearer 
view of thy glory? Help me to move about in the sense of 
thine encompassing presence. Let me feel that I am engirt 
with the power of the Infinite. Let me move with the glo- 
rious liberty of the children of God. 


‘THURS.—Most gracious God, I pray that thou wouldst 
enable me to make a new vow with the new day. Let my 
consecration be repeated every hour. Letno moment be com- 
mon or unclean. Let the entire day be holy unto the Lord. 


Fr1.—Heavenly Father, I pray that thou wouldst help all 
the little ones in thy Kingdom. Especially do I pray for those 
who grew old in years before they were born again. Wilt 
thou give them courage in the day of battle, and enable them 
to stand in the stormy day. May their evening-time be light ! 

SaT.—Eternal God, may ‘it be my delight to seek thy will ! 
May I discover my crown in thy career May I esteem all 
things to be but loss that I may win Christ and be found in 
him ! 

SuN.—Almighty Father, I thank thee that even the prodigal 
son can find his place in the Father's house. I pray for all 
thy prodigal children, that they may turn their weary feet 
toward home. May some holy impulse be created within 
them, that thou shalt constrain their steps to the better life ! 
Thy Kingdom come ! 
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SAVING A BO 


.FHE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 
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BY LILBURN MERRILL, M.D. 


AUTHOR OF ‘‘WINNING THE BOY’’ 











, A mother wrote to the Editor of The Sunday School Times the following almost discouraged appeal for help and guidance in managing her boy : 


1 am the mother of-a boy of fourteen who gives me great anxiety, and after reading 
“ Winfiing the Boy,” by Lilburn Merrill, M.D., in your issue of May 9, 1908, | concluded to 
write to The Sunday School Times for help. We have thought of placing the boy in our 
State Industrial School, because he is almost incorrigible. He is loving and of a -happy- 
go-lucky nature, but totally without conscience, apparently. He comes of a family of high 
Christian ideals, and has been subject to strict discipline all his life; yet he is perfectly 
reckless in his conduct, tricky and deceitful, lying and thieving. His only excuse is, - 
“1 forgot.” In fact, he has no memory except in matters of play, such as baseball. 
Leave him in charge of the house for an hour, with instructions to remain at home 
until we return or he will be punished severely, only to find that-he- waited until we 


different. 
him in a reformatory ? 


_ were out of sight, then speedily left the place to be gone all day. When we change 
our tactics and offer a reward if he stays, or appeal to his love for us, it fails like- 
wise to bring obedience. He loves to roam, purposeless, day after day, only returning 
at night to sleep. He promises to do better each time, and is seemingly repentant, 
yet yields to the very first temptation that comes along. 
much more easily influenced by wrong than by right influences. This he acknowledges, 
and begs to be put where he can’t do wrong,—such as the Reform Farm. 
two other children older who gave me no such trouble. The older boy was very 

Please give me some light, if you can. 


lie is very weak, and so 
I have 


Would you think it advisable to place 


As it was Dr. Lilburn Merrill whose words had first aroused this mother’s interest and hope, the Editor wanted her now to have the benefit of Dr. Merrill’s 

direct prescription—not general advice—for her boy. Dr. Merrill had gone to China, as a medical missionary; this mother’s letter went across a continent 

and an ocean after him; his answer has come back, and here it is. A continent and an ocean, going and coming, ought not to block the way to the saving 
of a single boy, and they need not, when the quest is as earnest and as lovingly sagacious as are Dr. Merrill’s boy-hunts. 


ERE is the story of another boy whose house is 
empty. 

The appeal is the pathetic cry of a mother 
whose sorrow has forced the story from her heart. 
And with you, mother of this erring lad, we would 
share a bit of the anxiety you feel for him. There is 
something in your appeal so akin to the heartaches 
of many mothers that, I am sure, you will permit me 
to speak to you from this page. 

Your boy lies. Hesteals. He is reckless, thought- 
less, tricky, and deceitful. And his memory is short 
around the house. Mother, here is an interesting 
boy! You have not written many words, but you have 
told us quite enough. And now that we have read of 
his faults, 7 shall forget them. That is the first thing 
somebody must do for him. The mistakes he has 
made are not the important things for us to think 
about now. I want to'talk with you about the boy. 
His conduct needs criticism, but he, himself, needs 
something else. Maybe we can find out what it is. 

The boy in your heart is the same fellow you have 
in your hands. Fortunately there is no danger of his 
leaving your heart, but it is probable that he will get 
out of your hands. And I believe, dear mother, that 
that would not, by any means, be the worst thing that 
could happen to him. 

Fourteen years is a long time for a boy to remain 
in his mother’s hands. This does not mean that 
mothers are not a success. It does mean that a boy 
needs more than his mother. By the time a lad is 
twelve years old he ought to be well acquainted with 
his father or some other man who has a father’s heart 
and the good fortune to remember how it feels to be 
a boy. 

It is, I believe, generally observed that boys have 
feelings. The trouble with your dear lad began back 
a while ago when his feelings (1 am not talking psy- 
chology) began to wander curiously beyond the front 
gate. Then the boy struck out after them. And from 
what is not stated in your letter, I conclude that he 
has had no more wholesome companion than a man 
in pursuit. 

A man at the rear of a boy is always suggestive of a 
runaway, and a. runaway-boy is never captured when 
taken by the collar from the rear. The only solution 
for the runaway-boy is with the good man who runs 
away with the boy. ‘Of course a mother might run 
away and gain a point with her boy by doing it, but 
usually a boy doesn’t solicit his mother to go on a 
hike. 

A boy is the beginning of aman. Consequently a 
man is more interesting to a boy than is a woman. 
For the same very good reason it is easier for a man 
to be like a boy. 

It is probable that some boys get such a virtuous 
impulse from birth that they would land safely beyond 
the borderland of the teens without any additional 
moral control. But we can’t find many boys like that. 

Your boy is one of the common sort, like the bal- 
ance of us. The greater part of what he is has come 
to him through the folks who have been in his life. 
Just here is where you will misunderstand me, you 
mothers, if you are not careful. _ You have been of his 
life, but notin it. It is the very rare mother who is 
a vital and controlling influence in her boy's life after 
he becomes twelve or fourteen years of age. His 
love continues just as intense, but the companionship 
between you and him, which up to this time has been 
so natural a part of his life; becomes less intimate. 
This does not *rvean that~ he loves you less. His life 
is. enlarging, and, .as he turned away from- the nursery 


‘play and sought the companionship of knee-trousers, 


just so he now turns to the man whom he instinctively 
feels to be himself matured. 

The kind of a character he develops during these 
days depends very much on companionship and very 
little on the high Christian ideals of the family and 
the strict discipline. The height and breadth and 
other dimensions of religious ideals never concern a 
normal boy. The force that reaches him and builds 
his character is the influence of his chums. Now 
there is no reason in the world why a man should be 
deprived of the fun of chumming with his boy. 
Nevertheless there are some fathers who don’t expend 
a great deal of energy in that kind of recreation. The 
loss is mutual, though the boy suffers the most. 

This relationship between boys and fathers is so 
vital that a father ought to be held responsible for the 
character of his boy. The greatest privilege con- 
ferred upon him as a father is his opportunity to 
develop a good boy. He ought to regard his job of 
rearing the lad in much the same way that he con- 
siders the twenty acres he has putin corn. If certain 
conditions are provided, he will be sure of his crop. 
A boy is certainly no more of a speculation than a 
corn-crop. But many crops of youngsters are reared 
with less concern given them than is bestowed on corn. 

I am saying all this without knowing whether or 
not your boy's father is with him. If he is, by all 
means let him know that he is more of a sinner than 
his boy. 

So what your boy needs most of all is a new friend, 
or an old one rejuvenated. 

It is very easy to be a friend toa boy. First of all, 
you must not have either an acute or a chronic preju- 
dice against being chummy with him, 

I have been in the presence of two men, both inter- 
ested in religious matters, and I have seen one of 
them set aside his work and spend a half-hour enter- 
taining a dirty, ‘‘ unreliable,’’ fourteen-year-old, while 
the other man frowned and remarked that it ‘‘ doesn’t 
pay to waste time on such youngsters, for they are 
sure to get sassy on your hands.”’ 

One of those men was on the trail to the boy’s 
heart. The other wasn’t. It is a great pity that 
some folks spend so much time talking about the 
danger of ‘‘spoiling’’ boys by giving attention to 
them. If they speak from experience, it means that 
their ‘‘spoiled’’ product was due to unwise indul- 
gence and not to sane chumminess. There are 
‘*spoiled'’ boys, but they have not been spoiled 
through fellowship with wholesome adults. 

Perhaps you will fail to get the real idea I am try- 
ing to express in allof this, A number of thoroughly 
good adults may have spent much time with your 
boy. But merely spending time with him is not suf- 
ficient, though that is a very important thing to do. 
The all-essential thing is to get into his life. The 
only reason many Sunday-school teachers and other 
folks don’t succeed in winning boys is because they 
don’t actually get into the boys’ lives. It is poor 
judgment many times to pen boys up in a corner 
(whether it be in a Sunday-school room or a home 
parlor), and waste time trying to inoculate them with 
Christian ideas. The sensible thing to do, and like- 
wise the Christian thing,—for Christ is interested in 
the boy and not in theology, —is to win the boy’s heart. 

I am saying this to you because I am anxious that 
some person shall determine to capture your boy and 
be willing to lose a day's pay if necessary in order to 
get in and either umpire or ‘‘root’’ at the ball game 
that has captured “his memory:'. This is really 4 sen- 


sible suggestion, and when the game is finished, the 
man would do well to head the entire procession, 
winners and all, and especially your boy, and : treat 
the whole bunch to anything between soda-pop and 
ice-cream, But all of this must be done without 
your boy once suspecting that there is a man on his 
trail. 

The man in pursuit, though he is in fact the man 
in advance, may be suddenly surprised to discover 
how promptly your boy will show a disposition to 
sidle up to him. An average boy will find consider- 
able satisfaction in being acquainted with a man who 
is such an unusual, good fellow as to lay off from work 
to encourage a boys’ baseball game, and then com- 
mit the rash act of spending part of a day's wages 
treating the crowd. If the man doesn’t talk anything 
but baseball during this experience, and mixes his 
talk with plenty of smiles, likely as not your boy will 
show a disposition to walk home with him. 

Following this generous contribution to the boy- 
life of the community, the man ought to cultivate the 
boy's acquaintance by having him over to the house, 
maybe for supper ; or if there is adog and pony show 
in the town, he must, by all means, see it with the 
boy, and fill up on pop-corn and peanuts during the 
performance. 

If you find a man who is skeptical about this sort 
of undignified approach to the heart of a boy, encour- 
age him to modify the scheme in some way so he can 
make a trial application off somewhere away from his 
neighbors, This will relieve his pride. After a trial 
at getting in with the youngsters, if he has made a 
free-and-easy, good-natured attempt, he will certainly 
be converted, and the possibilities of his friendship 
with the boy will be so significant that his pride will 
be set aside. If he doesn't get the favorable re- 
sponse from the boy that I prophesy, it will mean 
that he hasn't the knack of winning the lad. 

It isn’t at all probable that every man can get the 
confidence and love of your boy. But some man can. 
It is important to bring the two together. There are 
any number of Sunday-school teachers scattered about 
the country who are working faithfully and wearily 
trying to get the lessons, when they ought to be work- 
ing to get the boy. And the way to get the boy is to 
be with him, and share his play and his feelings. By- 
and-by the reward will come, and it will be a share 
of his heart. 

Anxious mother, I hope you will receive this poor, 
but sincere and optimistic attempt to tell you what I 
think your boy needs. You have a difficult boy on 
your hands, but what an opportunity he is for some 
man ! 

Just now, as I am writing these lines to you, I am 
interrupted by a caller who brings me back to myself, 
and I realize that I am in China, a long, long way 
from your boy and the many other American prob- 
lems. My visitor has come over to my side. Twice 
I have paused in my writing, and twice he has laid 
his hand on my shoulder and told me not to stop be- 
cause he is here. I shall obey him, and while he is 
at my side tell you a bit of a story. 

My visitor is a vigorous, bright-eyed Chinese boy. 
His father was murdered bythe Boxers. I first met 
the lad shortly after I arrived here, four months ago, 
and during a number of weeks we met each other 
about the compound from day.to day, but never a 
word could we say to each. other, except as smiles 
carried their own silent messages of, good-will. And 
so, by the exchange of suiiles, we came. to. be ac- 
quainted, this ‘boy atid 1; and one day, while was 
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sitting alone here in my room es the language 
(though I dare say my studying was a er a me- 
chanical exercise, for my thoughts were yonder), he 
called to see me. 

By this time I had the good fortune of being able 
to hear the Chinese tones with some intelligence, and 
through the hour Chou Hsi and I looked at American 
pictures and such other things of American make as I 
had at hand. As the hour slipped away, I think he 
quite forgot that I was a foreigner, for he talked 
on and on with never a question or a doubtful 
look in his eyes as to whether I understood or 
not. And then—bless his loving heart !—he did 
me a good turn I shall not soon forget. He stood 
around back of my chair, and I felt his arms placed 
about my neck, and heard him whisper in my ear, 
‘* Mai Tai Fu, Wa ting ai ni,"’ I reached for my 
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dictionary of Chinese phrases, and then I understood, 
while he said to me again : ‘‘ Dr. Merrill, I love you 
very much."’ ; 

So the sun literally shone into a dark, lonesome 
heart that hour, for I had been thinking of some far- 
away folk whom I love. 

I have a reason for so freely mentioning this alto- 
— personal, and, to me, really sacred incident, 

I want you to see in it the suggestion that love can 
find its way. 

There are differences in boys, but at heart we are 
all much the same. I have the more faith in saying 
these things to you since I know that the idea works 


on two sides of the earth. It is God’s law of love. 
Your does not need the Reform School, dear 
mother. e needs a friend. 


Cu’ANGLI, NortH CHINA. 





Here is a glimpse of prayer that may lift you up and out of the ruts, and perhaps 
make your prayer-life for all time to come a different, surer, more joyous thing. 


T IS the killing time in the church. The blood of 
‘!» James the brother of John is hardly dry when 
'* ’ Peter also is arrested by Herod and marched off 
to prison. The frightened flock of sheep are huddled 
if a corner,—and there they betake themselves to the 
neéver-failing comfort given to them, prayer. But 
what shall they pray for? The strong hand of Herod 
still stretched out, the same sword ready to slay that 
had already slain ; certainly, if they consult circum- 
stances, or frame their prayers according to the proba- 
bilities of the case, they shall pray for resignation and 
for upholding of grace and comfort in this new afflic- 
tion. Everything points to the fact that Herod in- 
tends to do with Peter what he did with James. But 
in that early prayer-meeting one after another finds 
himself strangely led to pray, not for resignation in 
his certain execution, but for Peter's deliverance. 
Should not that bold prayer cease? Itis not founded 
on the certainties of the case. Sixteen soldiers have 
taken Peter off to his cell, and the decree of the 
king is that ‘‘ after the Passover'’ he is to be brought 
forth to the scaffold, But prayer like this comes from 
another source than the surface ; it arises deep in the 
will of the Spirit of God, 

‘Prayer was made without-ceasing of the church 
unto God for him.’’ The word ‘‘ without-ceasing’’ 
is the word that is used when the Greek bowman has 
his bow bent to the full, with the arrow poised ready 
to fly, and the muscles of his right arm standing out 
like whipcord. The Revised Version translates it 
‘‘earnestly.'’ It is literally ‘‘in tension,’’ or ‘‘ forth- 
from-the-grip,"’ ‘‘with burden.’’ . Such a_ prayer, 
the prayer. ‘‘with burden,’’ or ‘‘in tension,’’ is from 
the Author of prayer, the Holy Spirit, ‘‘for we 
know not how to pray as we ought; but the Spirit 
himself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered ; and he that searcheth the 
hearts knoweth what is the mind of the Spirit, be- 
cause he maketh intercession for the saints, according 
to the will of God."’ This kind of prayer is prophecy ; 
it is a declaration of the will of God ; it is a pledge of 
its own answer. So at the close of this ‘‘in tension"’ 
prayer-meeting of the church, I know that, though 
James fell in martyrdom, Peter is not yet to follow, — 
he is to get free, in spite of Herod's decree, in face 
of the purpose of hell, free ! 

Hold on to prayer, then. If you pray ‘with bur- 
den"’ or ‘‘in tension,’’ you may finish your prayer 
with clash of cymbal, with a shout of praise, for the 
answer is on its way. Look out for its ‘‘special de- 
livery,’’ and be not overcome with surprise as these 
praying folks were, at the speed of the heavenly mail. 
Prayer is the pledge of its own answer, 

There is to be a revival among the drunken and 
dissolute Indians, with whom David Brainerd has 
toiled and prayed. No sign of it to be seen to-day ; 
hard and indifferent in the morning, hard and indif- 
ferent at noon, hard and indifferent at nightfall. 
What brings the light at last of holy gladness to the 
weary missionary's face? You see it in some such 
entries in his Diary: ‘‘ Found great comfort to-day in 
that I could pray for my poor Indians,’’ |‘: Found 
great enlargement in’ prayer.; prayed for my Indians 
till, with the, burden, my, body was bathed in sweat, 
though I was in the shade and the wind cool."' Such 
a prayer ‘‘in tension,’’ ‘with burden,’’ was a 


prophecy, and Brainerd rightly found ‘‘ great com- 
fort'’ in God’s whisper to his heart. And so it came 
to. pass. Not many days go by, when that day of 
days to Brainerd is described by him, when the gath- 
ering of Indians is swept by the Holy Spirit as the 
long grass of the field is swept by the rushing wind, 
and all over the house of meeting and out on the 
greensward by the doors, groups of Indians on their 
knees are crying for mercy. The answer, pledged in 
the prayer, prophesied in the burden, has duly 
arrived, Hold on to prayer! and end it ever with 
praise that you cam pray. 

Light for the eyes is always a road for the feet. 
God sends not his light merely for the mind to play 
with or please itself with. It is for no intellectual 
exercise ; it is always a revelation of a road for the 
feet to tramp along ; it is a call for obedience ; it is a 
summons for the march. So when the light shines in 
Peter's cell, a bunch of strong imperatives is deliv- 
ered in his ears by the angel of the Lord. 

‘‘Arise up quickly,’’ But ‘‘the two chains’’ ? 
There are no chains when God tells you to get up. 

‘*Gird thyself, and bind on thy sandals."’ That is, 
put on your boots. The soldiers had kicked them 
aside, for Herod’s decree was that Peter was to be 
there all night,—ay, and for many nights. Peter 
obeys, and I can hear the crack of the thongs of his 
sandals while he laces them in faith. 

‘Cast thy garment about thee.’’ This is the outer 
garment, the overcloak, the top coat, Will Peter do 
it? Does he think he is to get out? Herod says he 
has to stay in, but God has said he is to goout. This 
is the garment for the open air of that chilly night. 

In my returns home from wanderings with the gos- 
pel, there was one coat which always, when lifted from 
its peg, brought dismay and sadness to my baby girl's 
heart; it was a big traveling ulster. . Other coats I 
could. put on without her distress; but this particular 
coat was the away-coat, the traveling coat, the good-by 
coat. So Peter is really bold enough to put on his 
good-by coat. 

What a rest, surely, it was now for him to receive 
the other imperative, ‘‘ follow me.’’ There are ‘: first 
and second wards'’ between him and the street, and 
an ‘‘iron gate’’ has to be dealt with on the way out. 
God’ s messenger says, ‘‘Get in behind, get in behind.’’ 

I remember when the Boston subway was opened, 
between my first and second visits to that city. The 
first time, 1 found the streets in the center all con- 
gested and blocked from excess of car traffic, but on 
the second visit a subway had pulled the congestion 
underground and left the streets clear. It was a great 
engineering feat, and my host that second time said, 
‘« We shall go and view our new subway.’’ As we 
neared the entrance in Park Street, he went ahead of 
me. Let him doit. There are turnstiles and wicket- 
gates between me and the subway, but I, coming after 
him, had not to deal with them. It is number one, 
not number two, of the party who gets the tickets. 

So all our difficulty comes through our persistent 
and foolish clinging to the number one place, whereas 
rest and peace and the open door come from our be- 
coming number two. How our knuckles get sore 
beating against iron gates we have no business to try 
to open. Is it notso? Let the Lord go first, and you 
fall in behind. Peter is in behind the angel, and the 
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iron gate is to be dealt with by number one of the 
party. So it is, ‘‘ lt opens to them of its own accord.’’ 
The iron gate bows to the messenger of God, and 
Peter, as number two, slips out while it bows to num- 
ber one. Peter is free ! 

The new blessing is to be carried to the old duty. 
‘* They went out, and passed on through one street, 
and straightway the angel departed from him.’’ Such 
a messenger, when he comes, always keeps his wings 
quivering for departure again. He never takes a chair 
by your fireside to stay. What a visitation! what a 
rapture ! and Peter is thrilled with it all. ‘‘When 
Peter was come to himself, he said, Now I know of a 
truth, that the Lord hath sent forth his angel, and de- 
livered me out of the hand of Herod."’ 

But whither is he to carry this heavenly visitation 
now? Up to the mountain tops of some visionary 
endeavor or unreality of ordinary life? No! we find 
him simply putting the same old sandaled feet down 
on the same old street, and with the knuckles of the 
same old hand he is knocking at the door of the same 
old house of ‘‘ Mary the mother of John."’ 

You are sent with your new blessing back ever to 
the same old duty. 


** The trivial round, the common task, 
Will furnish all we ought to ask ; 
Room to poy raaen, a road 
To bring us daily nearer God.’’ 


To no imaginary and unreal sphere does God send 
you, and do not be surprised that your feet, just after 
God's visitation, are treading the same old street. 
Yet the old duty is not the same; its lining is new, 
and its horizon pushed back to eternity, as the doing 
the will of God. ‘I thought on Jesus,’’ says Samuel 
Rutherford, ‘till every stone of my cell glowed like 
aruby.’’ Yes, when you go back the stone glows ; 
when you go back you see the ruby, and the heart 
keeps still. 
al 


Is There Time for Family Prayers? 
By Mary B. Sleight 


N MANY a home where formerly ‘prayer was 
wont to be made,’’ both morning and evening, 
to-day there is no family altar. In cities, the con- 

gregating of families in apartment houses may have 
something to do with this omission. It is scarcely 
possible to conduct the home-life in an apartment, 
where the environments are at variance with the good 
old ways, on the same lines as in a private house, 
and it is an easy matter to become remiss, 

A little maid, living in a quiet suburban town, went 
to the city to visit relatives who had lately moved 
into an apartment. Accustomed to a three-storied 
house, she was greatly interested in the new home, 
‘‘all on one floor,’’ and when at bedtime, still too 
absorbed in it to think of anything else, she was re- 
minded that she had not said her prayers, she amazed 
her aunt by exclaiming, ‘‘ Who ever heard of saying 
prayers in a flat?’’. Certainly many ‘children of a 
larger growth’’ find themselves more prone to omit 
family prayers in an apartment than when living under 
their own roof-tree. In a boarding-house there are 
still more difficulties to contend with. 

No doubt for the giving up of family worship in the 
morning there may be, in many cases, a-plausible ex- 
cuse. It is imperative that the business man be at 
his post on time, and the younger members of 
the family must be equally prompt. But the day’s 
work done and the evening’s recreations ended, it 
ought to be practicable in every Christian home to 
draw the family together for a half-hour’s devotion. 

' Years ago in New York a leading elder of the old 
Dutch Reformed Church made ten o'clock the hour 
for prayers, and it was well understood by his daugh- 
ters’ young friends that if any of them let their even- 
ing call extend beyond that time they would be 
expected to join the family circle in the next room. 
To those not in accord with the service it no doubt 
seemed a severe penalty, but others may have gained 
from it an inspiration toward a higher life and a truer 
estimate of what a home should be. Times have 
changed somewhat since then, but however hard it 
may be under present conditions to live up to one’s 
ideal of family life, ‘where there’s a will there’s a 
way,’’ and in many a home/where to-day no family 
altar exists it might be possible, with wiser manage- 
ment on the part of the home-makers, to have both 
morning and evening worship: 

As a rule, the day that begins with prayer will end 
with praise, and in households accustomed to come 
together for the brief service before retiring no ‘‘ root 
of bitterness’ is likely to be long-lived. 

New York Ciry. 
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LESSON FOR. APRIL II (Acts 12: 1-19) 





The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gallaudet Trumbull 


(The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 


Getting Started in Class 


HICH do we believe in most, God, or things ? 
Honestly, now. For example, do you think 
it would make you feel any safer against 

ever starving to death if you knew that you had a 
million dollars in the bank, than you feel now when 
you er aa Bm gen that God has promised to take care 
of you ? hy? Which is really our surest, safest, 
protection, God, or things? But when troubles come, 
or money is swept away, or our lives are in danger, 
do we always act as though we believed this ? at 
does God want us to believe? What ought we to 
believe ? What is our safest belief ? 


The Teaching of the Lesson’ 


God has been trying for a long time to convince 
his children that he is a safer, surer protection and 
friend than any things, or even any persons, that 
they may be:tempted to depend upon. . He will keep 
on trying until the whole world believes it,—and then 
what a different world it will be! ‘Those who already 
believe most in him get most from him,—for he can- 
not do nearly as much for those who won't trust nim. 
He was teaching this lesson to the early Christian 
believers, and he did some great things for them be- 
cause they believed him so well. 

See how he taught it in Peter's case. Peter was 
in a bad plight,—but so. was the entire young Chris- 
tian church.. For not only the Jews were fighting 
them, but now a representative of the Roman gov- 
ernment himself began to persecute. 

Thus introduce the class to the lesson episode, and 
explain the situation that confronted Peter, with the 
help of the following material from other writers in 
these lesson pages. 


Full information on the persons and places will be found 
in the first five paragraphs of Professor Riddle’s article. 
**Your Lesson;Questions Answered’’ is a good guid> 
board to other points of fact. 

The mother of James and John begins to get her answer 
to the prayer she had made of Jesus (Ridgway, 1). 

When the Devil sends sixteen men after a Christian, it 
is a pretty good sign {Ridgway, 2). 

The scrupulosity of Jews at the Passover time, and the 
irony of their imprisoning a fellow-Jew while they cele- 
brated the anniversary of their own deliverance from prison 
(Mackie, 1). 

Herod’s reasons for this persecution (Ramsay, 1). 

The prison, strictness and safeguarding (Ramsay, 4). 


Those soldiers were pretty likely to do their duty 
in guarding Peter, for they knew that their failure to 
do this would be punished by their own dedth. The 
situation looked hopeless enough, did it not? How 
many of us would really have expected prayer to be 
of much use.at such atime? How many of us would 
have met the test by believing that God would really 


help ? 

But God Was not through with Peter’s earthly work, 
and so God’s power was put to work for Peter's re- 
lease—and that means that Peter was released. Get 
the class to tell just what happened. Was Peter 
worried and distressed while he was in prison? Mrs. 
Slosson discovers a detail that no other writer men- 
tions, and that throws light on this question, in her 
last paragraph, The garments mentioned, when 
Peter arose and dressed, were just what ah Oriental 
uses to-day, Dr. Mackie’s second paragraph points 
out, If the question of who the angel was, or whether 
this was a miracle, is raised by any of the class, Pro- 
fessor Ramsay’s fifth paragraph gives safe counsel. 
It is an Oriental custom to inquire the caller’s name 
behind closed doors, says Dr. Mackie (third para- 
graph), — which,does not conflict with the ‘door 
of the gate” as explained by Professor Riddle on 
verse 13. The girl Rhoda's part in the incident is a 
prominent one, and is made vivid by Professor Ram- 
= last two paragraphs. 

Peter was released from prison by the power of 
God, when a king, and a prison, and double chains, 
and a lot of. soldiers, and ‘the leading —— body 
of the day, were all determined that he should stay 
in prison. The little prayer-meeting did it, or made 
the way clear for God to do it, and is the whole point 
of the lesson, according to Mr. Ridgway’s third 
paragraph. Is he right? And if he is, are we. de- 
pending upon God as much as we ought to, and are 
we using this wonderful power through prayer as 
God would like us todo? Why not let him surprise 
us as wonderfully as he did that praying group in 
Jerusalem ? é 


LESSON 2. APRIL 11. 
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Acts 12: 1-19. Commit verse 7 


Golden Text: The angel of Jehovah encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth them.—Psalm 34 : 7 


t Now about that time Herod the put forth his hands 
to afflict certain of the church. 2 And killed James the 
brother of John with the sword. 3 And when he saw that it 
pleased the Jews, he proceeded to seize Peter also. And those 
were the days of unleavened bread. 4 And when he had taken 
him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four quater- 
nions of soldiers to him ; intending after the Passover 
to bring him forth to the people. Peter therefore was kept 
in the prison: but prayer was made earnestly of the church 
unto God for him. 6 And when Herod was about to bri 
him forth, the same night Peter wads sleeping between two sol- 
diers, bound with twochains: and before the door kept 
the prison. 7 And behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, 
and a light shined in the cell : and he smote Peter on the side, 
and a him, saying, Rise up quickly: And his chains fell 
off from his hands. 8 And the i said unto him, Gird thy- 
self, and bind on thy sandals. And he did so. And he saith 
unto him, Cast ys arment about thee, and follow me. 9 And 
he went out, and awed t and he knew not that it was true 
which was done ! by the angel, but thought he saw a vision. 
to And when they were past the first and the second guard, 


they came unto the iron gate that leadeth into the city ; which 


opened to them of its own accord: and they went out, and 
passed on through one street ; and straightway the angel de- 
ed from him. 11 And when Peter was come to himself, 

e said, Now I know of-a truth, that the Lord hath sent forth 


‘his angel and delivered me out of the hand of Herod, and from 


ali the expectation of the people of the Jews. 
| Gr. through - 
The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 


The Easter Release 


(1 Cor. 15: 12-28. Commit verses 19, 20) 


Golden Text: Now hath Christ been raised from the dead, 
the firstfruits of them that are asleep.—1 Cor. 15: 20 


12 Now if Christ is preached that he hath been raised from 
the dead, how.say some among you that there is no resurrec- 
tion of the dead? 13 But if there is no resurrection of the 
dead, neither hath Christ-been raised : 14 and if Christ hath 
not been raised, then is our preaching ‘vain, * your faith also 
is! vain. 15 Yea; and we are found false witnesses of God ; 
because we witnessed of God that he raised up ® Christ : whom 
he raised not up, if so be that the dead are not raised. 16 For 
if the dead are not raised, neither hath Christ been raised : 17 
and if Christ hath not been raised, your faith is vain: ye are 
yet in your sins. 18 Then they also that are fallen asleep in 
Christ have perished. 19 * If we have only hoped in Christ in 
this life, we are of all men most pitiable. 

20 But now hath Christ been raised from the dead, the first- 
fruits of them that are asleep. ‘ 

1 Or, void 2 Some ancient authorities read our. *% Gr. the Christ. 
4Or, I in this life only we have hoped in Christ &c. 


The American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson and Sons. 
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Your Lesson Questions Answered 


[The lesson-articles of the other writers referred 
to here will be found in this issue of the Times] 

Verse 1.—What is known about Herod the king? What 
specially led him to desire to persecute the Christians at 
this time ? (Riddle, 4; Ramsay, 1; Sanders, 1.) 

Verse 3.—Why was Herod anxious to please the Jews? 
What were the days of unleavened bread? Was there 
any special significance in the fact that the persecution was 
at this time? (Riddle, 5, and on v. 1; Ramsay, I.) 

Verse 4.—What were quaternions of soldiers? What 
was the Passover feast, and at what season of the year was 
it held? Why did he delay until ‘‘ after the Passover ’’ ? 
(Riddle, 5, and on v. 4.) 

Verse 9.—Has vision the same meaning here as ordinary 





‘dream ? ( Riddle.) 


Verse 10.—Explain ‘‘ first.and second guard.’’ (Riddle). 

Verse 15.— What is the meaning here of anmge/? .( Riddle.) 

Verse 17.—Why was James specially mentioned ? (Rid- 
dle, 4.) y 

Verse 19.—Was the losing of a prisoner always pun- 
ished by the death penalty? Was this sentence carried 
out?. Where was Czsarea, and how far from Judza? 
(Riddle, 3, and on v. 19.) 








Light-Gleams from the Lesson-Writers 
(The numerals refer to paragraphs in the lesson articles in this issue) 


Why do some and not others lose their lives in Christ’s 
service ? (Pierson.) 

The prayer-release from the prison of sin and death (last 
Illustration). 

The angel took Peter only as far as one street (Ridg- 
way, 4). 

A good object-lesson on the Easter release from prison 
(Bryner, 8, 9). : 

Which is the more powerful, prison or prayer? (Howard.) 

Christ’s three deliverances,—physical, mental, and spir- 
itual. How does he work them? A good topic for a class 
to discuss (Foster, second paragraph and following). 

The unexpectedness of answered prayer (Ridgway, last 
paragraph). 

A strong message on ‘‘ The Prayer that Delivered 
Peter ’’ (Robertson, on p. 162). 


PETER DELIVERED FROM PRISON 






The Lesson’s Bible Dictionary 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


HAPTER 11 narrates how Peter rehearsed at 
Jerusalem the story of his on with Cor- 
nelius; then comes an account of the founding 

of the church at Antioch (in Syria), and of the visit 
of Barnabas and Saul to Jerusalem with alms. 
Time.—The date of this lesson is the one undis- 
— point in the chronology of Acts. As Herod 
ied in A.D. 44, the date is the passover week of 
that year, orgs early in April. The visit of Saul 
and Barnabas may be placed shortly. after. 7 
Places.—In Jerusalem; at a prison, the site of 
which is unknown, though it was probably within 
the city (see on v. 10); the house of Mary, the mother 
of John Mark (the evangelist). ‘* Another place” 
v. 17) is indefinite ; certainly it does not point to 
ome. Cesarea was now the capital of Herod's 
kingdom. It was in Samaria, thirty or forty miles 
north of Judza, on the seacoast; hence the phrase 
{v. 19) ‘*‘ went down from Judea to Ceesarea.” 
ms.—/Hlerod the king. Usually designated 
Herod Agrippal. He was grandson of Herod the 
Great, son of Aristobulus, a full brother of Herodias, 
who caused the murder of John the Baptist. At this 
time he reigned over the whole of Palestine. The 
Roman Emperor Caligula had made him ruler over 
parts of Palestine, and, after deposing Herod Anti- 
as, transferred Galilee and Perea to his rule, givin 
im the title of king. ‘The emperor Claudius added 
Judea and Samaria to his dominions (A. D, 41). He 
was ‘‘a crafty, frivolous, and extravagant prince” 
(Meyer). His loathsome death is narrated in verses 
20-23.—/James and John. The sons of Zebedee and 
Salome, who was probably the sister of the mother 
of Jesus (John 19: 25). They were among the earli- 
est followers of our Lord, po! Be by him ** Boanerges, 
sons of thunder.” James was cma h the older of 
the two, and the first martyr of the Twelve.—JZary. 
‘*the mother of John whose surname was Mark.” 
Otherwise unknown. Mark was.a cousin of Barna- 
bas (Col. 4: 10), and possibly through his mother. 
—Rhoda. The name means ‘‘rosebush.” Other- 
wise unknown.— James. James the Just, ‘the 
Lord’s brother” (Gal. 1:19). He was not one of the 
Twelve, but virtually the head of the church at Jeru- 
salem. Probably the son of Joseph and Mary, though 
many hold that he was the son of Joseph by a former 
wife. Touphold the theory that Joseph could have no 
children, Jerome identifies him with James the Less, 
**brother’’ meaning ‘* cousin,” in his opinion. 
Passover.—Here meaning the festival, from the 
fourteenth to the twenty-first of Nisan. As the term 
often means the paschal supper, or paschal lamb, 
the Revisers-print it here with a capital letter (comp. 
Luke 22:1). It is equivalent to ‘‘the days of un- 
leavened bread” (v. 3). The greatest Jewish festi- 
val, since it commemorated both the departure from 
Egypt and the passing over of Jehovah when the de- 
stroying angel killed Egypt’s first-born (see Exod. 12). 


Light on Puzzling Passages 

Verse 1.— ig ee : The reason for this persecution 
was probabl erod’s wish to please the Jews, over 
whom he had reigned for only a few years. feed gd 
were now hostile to the infant church, and at the Pass- 
over their Jewish feeling would be most intense. 

+ Verse 4.—Four guaternions: Four squads of four; 
one for each watch of the night. After the Pass- 
over: Herod was nominally a Jew, and there was a 
Jewish prejudice against executions during the feast. 

Verse 6.—Bound with twa chains: It was usual 
to bind to a single soldier, but.as Peter was virtually 
condemned to death, he was specially guarded. 

Verse 9.—A vision : Not a dream. 

Verse 10.—7he first and the second guard: Either 
the successive soldiers on guard, or, as seems more 
probable, two successive wards of the prison, since 
** past” is literaliy ‘*‘ past through.”—7he iron gate 
that leadeth into the city: The outer gate of the 
anevag not the outer gate of the ony. It is very un- 
ikely that the prison was outside of the city. * Ral 
the verse suggests nothing as to the closing of city 
gates at night, though this was probably the usage. 

Verse 13.—The door of the gate: That is, the 
small wicket in the larger gate of entrance. 

Verse 15.—/¢ is his angel: The assembled Chris- 
tians, brought up with the Jewish notions of guard- 
ian angels, thought for the moment that stich an 
angel stood at the door instead of Peter himself. 

Verse 19.—Should be put to death: Greek, ‘led 
away todeath.” That the guards were executed is 
certain. Roman military law exacted the death pen- 
alty for the escape of a prisoner (comp. 16: 27; 27: 42). 

Western THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
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A Messenger of the Lord 


By Sir William M. Ramsay, D.C.L., LL.D., Litt.D. 


PERSECUTION of a new kind is described in 
this chapter. Previously, persecution had been 
caused by Jewish dislike of innovation and of 

disrespect to the Mosaic law; but now the persecutor 
was the King Herod Agrippa I, who reigned from 
41 to44 A.D. No cause is stated for his action, and 
the narrative su ts that it originated in personal 
or dynastic motive, and was continued because 
Herod found that his first act, the execution of James, 
wae popular among the Jews in Jerusalem, whose 
favor he was bent on gaining. The reason for his 
action probably was that he regarded the preaching 
of the Kingdom of God as indicating disaffection 
toward his own kingship and danger to his dynasty. 

While the mass of the Jews were hostile, there is 
every reason to believe that in ali ranks of Jewish 
society there were persons well-disposed to the new 
Faith. Formerly Jesus had devoted friends at the 
court of Herod Antipas, such as Joanna, the wife of 
the king’s steward, and Manaen, the king’s foster- 
brother; and so now it is probable that there were in 
the court of Herod Agrippa friends who were se to 
help Peter secretly, but not ready to abandon their 
career and openly profess the new Faith. In the fol- 
lowing centuries of danger and suffering the Chris- 
tians were often indebted to the kindness shown by 
persons of that class. 

The situation in Jerusalem was critical. The 
church was dismayed at the blow which threatened 
its leading spirit; and ‘‘ prayer was made earnestly 
for him,”” Then follows the detailed and remarkable 
account of Peter’s deliverance, From one of those 
who listened that night to Peter, as he told the story 
within a few minutes after his deliverance, Luke 
heard what had occurred; and we may be confident 
that it is recorded precisely as Peter described it. 

Peter was arrested during the days of Unleavened 
Bread, and his execution was postponed by the piety 
of. Herod until the feast was ended; but he was 
guarded with the utmost care. Two soldiers were 
always in the cell with him, and his hands were fas- 
tened by two chains to his keepers, while other two 
sentinels steod on guard outside the door. The duty 
of watching Peter was assigned to sixteen soldiers, 
four of whom took the duty in turn, three hours at a 
time. On the night following the last day of the 
feast, and on the eve of his execution, the prisoner 
was awakened from sleep by a blow on his side: ‘‘a 
messenger of the Lord stood by him, and a light 
shined in the cell.” Of what nature the messenger 
of God was, whether a man (asin 10: 3 compared 
with 30) or not, whether the guards were asleep, 
what were the exact circumstances of the release, we 
are left to conjecture, and it is evident that Peter did 
not explain to his hearers. The important matter 
was that a messenger of God had given effect to the 
divine will, and conducted the prisoner safely through 
all the ards to the outer gate (which opened to 
them of its own accord), and along one street, before 
leaving him. 

To us in modern time the pe Hewes appears of su- 
preme moment whether this deliverance was accom- 
= by supernatural or natural means. To the 

earers on that night the question was of no impor- 
tance, and does not seem to have. suggested itself. 
‘To the Oriental mind the natural and the supernat- 
ural are one; any person whocarried into effect the 
purpose of God to save his servant was his messen- 
ger. Is not the Oriental view the truer one? The 
trivial things that scholars often discuss and dispute 
about are not even mentioned by Peter; but the im- 
portant things are there, the need of the church, the 
earnest prayer, and the help sent by God. 

When Peter thought over his position, one street 
away from the prison, and therefore still in imminent 
danger, he went to the house of Mary, a near rela- 
tive.of Barnabas, and like him probably possessing 
some wealth, evidently a widow whose house was a 
meeting-place for the Christians. Peter was a friend 
of the family, and the slave-girl, Rhoda, who an- 
swered his acy instaatly recognized his voice. 
The whele household and many others had assem- 
bled and were praying for Peter’s safety at the ve: 
moment of his deliverance. The slave-girl share 
the troubles and happiness of the popes and now, 
excited with joy and losing all sense of her immedi- 
ate duty, she left Peter outside in danger, while she 
ran in to relieve the anxiety. of the household. Here 
another singularly vivid and charming picture is set 

fore us. Peter knocking repeatedly outside ; 
Rhoda calling out her glad news in fluttering joy ; 
the ple incredujous and calling her mad to say 
that Peter was there; Rhoda triumphing over their 
folly and persisting in her statement; the insistent 
knocking at the door; the amazement of all when 
they went out and beheld the escaped prisoner; 
Peter calming the excited thron with a motion of 
his hand, telling his story, sending a message to 
James (evidently now the recognized head of the 
church), and going away to an unknown destination. 

This incident. was evidently described to Luke by 
an eye-witness. ., Qnly one who was present could have 
pictured it so.vividly. Now, we can understand that 
many who were present would: remember Peter's 











‘round, 
‘aries were murdered, while hundreds—yes, thou- 
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narrative, his words, feelings, and thoughts, for all 
would regard him with the keenest interest. But 
who would remember the emotions and demeanor 
of the slave-girl except herself? Luke must have 
seen her, tal to her, heard her account of the 
scene, and remembered it as more ‘effective and re- 
bogs Heyl the inmost character of the situation 
than the narratives of any other member of the 
church whom he met in Jerusalem. Nowhere in the 
whole of this history is the authority whom Luke 
followed so clearly revealed as here; and nowhere is 
there so beautiful a picture of life in the early church, 
with its house-meetings and its familiar intercourse 
between all classes. 


ABERDEEN UNIVERSITY, SCOTLAND. 
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Oriental Lesson - Lights 


By George M. Mackie, M.A., D.D. 


Missionary to the Jews, and Minister of the 
Anglo-American Congregation in Beyrout 


HOSE were the oe of unleavened bread (v. 3). 
This explains the delay in carrying out the king's 
orders. The scrupulosity that made an annual 

turmoil in Jewish houses in order to detect and throw 
out the minutest particle of leavened bread, con- 
strained them to avoic the danger of contamination 
from places of public assembly, and much of the or- 
dinary transactions of business. Peter was kept in 
prison during the passover week, so as not to disturb 
the commemoration of deliverance from bondage! 

Gird thyself,...bind on thy sandals.... Cast 
thy garment about thee (v. 8). The order of proce- 
dure is the same to-day when an Oriental sleeper 
~ up. He lies down, still wearing his long over- 
apping robe, except that the girdle or waistband of 
cotton or silk is removed or slackened. His shoes 
are off, and the loose outer cloak is ree around 
him as a blanket. This would fall off as Peter obeyed 
the order to ‘‘ rise up quickly.” 

And when he knocked at the door ‘A the gate, a 
maid came to answer, named Rhoda (v. 13). It 
is customary in Oriental family life, even during 
the daytime, to ask behind the closed door who is 
seeking admission. The answer to her conventional 
question, ‘‘ Who?” brought to her the surprise of 
hearing Peter's familiar voice, and the bewildering 
joy of answered prayer. 

Beckoning unto them with the hand to hold their 
peace (v. 17). I was last year traveling by railway 
to Aleppo along with a company of Moslem pilgrims 
returning from Mecca. One of them was the #adi, 
or judge, of. Hamath, whose only son had died of 
cholera at Mecca. When thetrain drew up at Hamath 
station, a large crowd of friends gathered at the door 
of his compartment to welcome him, and asked where 
was his son. The #adi held up his open palm in 
front of them and pointed upwards, and the father’s 
face told the rest. The crowd silently withdrew. 


Breyrout, Syria. 
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God’s Ways of Release 


The Lesson’s Missionary Meaning 
By Delavan Leonard Pierson 


GREATER deliverance may come through death 
than would come by escape from death. James 
and Peter were both sentenced to death by 

Herod; James was beheaded, while Peter was miracu- 
lously released. Which -one esca the ‘greater 
suffering? In the Boxer rebellion in China in 1900, 
when the missionaries were shutupin Peking, prayer 
was made earnestly fox them by the church the world 
One hundred and twenty-seven ‘ mission- 


sands—of others were re Why ‘some, like 
James, were FF gs to death, and others, like Peter, 
were delivered, we know not. God guides the re- 
quests of his church, and answers them according to 
his wisdom. We must trust him who sees the end 
from the beginning. } 
Peter’s great deliverance has been paralleled many 
times in missionary history,—not —— by super- 
natural. messengers, but as certainly by men and 
forces directed by God. A missionary to Burma 
tells of a Christian who was tied to a cross on which 
it was decreed that he should be.crucified on the 
morrow. Prayer was made for him by the native 
church. While his captors feasted to celebrate their 
success, the prisoner worked at his tho until he 
set free first one hand, then the other, and finally his 
feet. In the shadows he slipped past one armed 
guard after another until he escaped and entered the 
church where they were praying for his release. . 
God is not limited in his methods; he may save by 
natural or by supernatural means; he may release 
by death or from death. Looked at from the view- 
= of eternity, a few years more or less count 
ittle, except as they enable us to do the will of God. 
Of one thing we may be assured, Herod could. do 
nothing to God’s servant but by divine permission. 


Brook.yn, N. Y. 


‘parted from him (v. 10). 
_than ‘the corner. 


“ner. 


‘end ‘of 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 
The Way to the Right Hand.— He #i//ed th 
— > J ‘ohn (Vv. 2). ny Heedd cpemad 


f Grandfather Herod ned 
hrist’s way with the blood of the Bethlehem 
babes (Matt. 2: 16). Herod the grandson would 


continue it with the blood of Christ's inner circle. 
The mother of Zebedee’s children begins to have her 
prayer answered! (Matt. 20 : 20-24.) James takes his 
place at Christ's right hand, the first disciple to join 
the Lord in heaven. His brother John was the last. 


Need the Devil Send Sixteen for You ?—He fro- 
ceeded to seize Peter,... and delivered himto... 
soldiers (vs. 3, 4). Ever been arrested? How would 
feel handed over to sixteen big policemen? I'd 

eel very important, and if they sent sixteen to arrest 

me for doing good, it would be a sign of lots of good. 
The way of the Devil is many against one,—yes, 
always. Remember the night they took Christ? 
(Matt. 26: 47.) One lone um or corner tough is 
as meek as alamb. It is only as he gets in quarter- 
nions that he guys or attacks the ang wad! oe wearin dh 
Herod was playing to the Jews. The head-chopping 
was to sound to Rome. Politicians are still at it. 
Many a good official has had his head cho off 
‘*to please the Jews” and help the next election. 
Many a good faithful man and woman has lost head 
in store, office, and mill ‘*to please the Jews.” And 
often to the ultimate destruction of the head-chopper, 
too. Did you ever notice that the man who works 
**to please the Jews” usually wrecks his life? Suc- 
cess in life, in politics, in business, in religion, in 
mill, in store, in k, in office, lies entirely in pleas- 
ing God (Prov. 16: 7; Rom. 8:31). The Barbizon 
painters turned their backs on the public and painted 
their pictures true to God, to nature, and their own 
hearts, and starved with their unsold pictures. Since 
then Millet’s ‘‘ Angelus” has sold for $100,000, and 
a Corot or a Rousseau brings asmall fortune. Make 
your life as these artists made their pictures, and the 
world will be after you as it is after the pictures. 


The Prayer-Meeting’s Power.— But prayer was 
made earnestly of the church (v. 5).. Peter and six- 
teen big Roman soldiers up in the fortress. A little 
prayer-meeting in a private house down in the town. 
An axe sharpening for the morrow. Upon which 
would you take your chances? Power of earth or 
power of heaven? Honest, now! The big, godless, 
man-and-heaven-defying Trust, and the Christian 
man with his little business which is to be crushed. 
Stand still and see. The whole point of this lesson 
is not the miracle, but that prayer-meeting. Turn 
up your nose at a prayer-meeting, don’t you? See 
that automobile. ho runs it? Not that man on 


the front seat, but that can of gasoline under the 


back seat. The manand his brains simply commands 
that wonderful power he has pumped out of the earth 
and which he has learned how to carry safely in acan. 
By prayer the man and his brains command the 
Power of the universe (John 14: 12-14). The Bible 
is p record of the things man could not do, but which 
were done for the sake of men. Divided'seas, burn- 
ing water, returning dead by the words of Moses, 
Elijah, Elisha. They simply use the lever of prayer 


and the Power performs the wonder. That poor, 
weak, insignificant little church was fulfilling God’s 
conditions, and note the result. Those sixteen Roman 


soldiers set to hold Peter were as futile before the 
man-directed power of God as sixteen chickens in the 
road of an automobile. Don’t neglect to note the 
margin (King James Version), as that holds the whole 
secret: ‘‘ Instant and earnest prayer was made.” 


Just to the Corner.—S/raighiway the angel de- 
never takes us fartliér 
Just one street. At school the 
teacher'takes you tc the corner of one street. 
‘Down at the mill the foreman takes you to the cor- 
There are some scholars and some apprentices 
who never get any farther than the corner. That is 
the end of them as scholars and artisans. And when 
an angel touches the bonds of your sins and leads 
you to the corner, and you do not have the get-up- 
and-go to find the prayer-meeting folks, that is the 
ou spiritually. God has so planned ‘this 
‘world of his that he does nothing for any one that 
any one can do for himself,—not even lend an ry 
the 


‘to escort one of his best-beloved servants around 


corner (Psa. 27: 10). Would you have it otherwise ? 
Peter, by the way, never ized the angel until 
he was gone (v. 11). Neither will you. . 


Anawered Prayers.— Ske + pnd not the Sm for 
joy (v. 14). -Inev2r owned a gun in my life, Like 
other boys, I wanted to ‘‘ hunt.” . So one day I bor- 
rowed a gun and went out with the fellows. We were 
oing through Billy Clark’s clearin’ looking for rab- 
its. I hadmy gun cocked andall ready. Suddenly 
at my feet up jumped a rabbit and away through the 
bushes. ‘‘’Fhere he goes! there he goes!" I yelled 
as soon as I get my scared breath. ‘‘ You big fool, 
ou, why didn't you shoot!” cried the disgusted boys. 
had never thought ef it. I was so startled at. find- 
ing what for hours I had been looking for, it never 
occurred to me-to epen fire. I know how Rhoda felt. 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 
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LESSON FOR APRIL 11 (Acts 12 3 1-19) 


The Hlustration Round -Table 
Why Did the Coolies Return?— Zhe angel of Jeho- 









vak enc th ro ates hem that fear hym, and 
acliverctR them (Golden , ext), ng the Sepoy 
rebellion in India, which was the epriting of ‘the 
native sold agains’ iors ners, our only mission- 
ary, Dr. Butler, to flee to the mouthing to save 
his life. He had to travel by night through a deep 
jungle Lo ted by wild beasts. . He some 
coolies 


ke them, and the journey was but begun 
2em to 


when they d afraid to go on. - They refu 
farther. }They owned the torches, ‘and, takin 
them, s for the city from which Dr. Butler an 
his wife id. - “Patsontiss ae we of 
mone a ‘The rolvé id tigers 
was heard if the ‘near ‘Migeanes> The “missionary 
could only ptay. Then the torches in the ‘forest be- 


passengers and carried them to a-mountain fastness, - 
where they lived until the rebellion was over. ,Dr. — 


Butler never knew why they returned, except that it 
was an answer toa very urgent prayer for help.— 
Juniata Rohrback, Washington, D.C. From The 
Classmate.’ 


The Prayet of Faith.—7he angel of Jehovah en- 
campeth round about them that fear him, and de- 
livereth them (Golden Text). It was in the days 
when both armies were marching. up and down in 
the border states. ‘I'wo little children were left alone 
one night while their mother was with a sick neigh- 
bor. The people had heard that a raid might be 
made at any hour. ‘* What shall we do if the soldiers 
come while. mother is gone?” asked the boy. ‘I 
will kneel down and pray to God to build a wall 
about our house, as he did in Bible times, so that the 
soldiers cannot find us,” said she. ‘‘ And do you be- 
lieve that he will do it?’ asked the brother. ‘Of 
course he will. He always keeps his promise, and 
he said that if we ask in faith he would give us our 
desires. Let us commence now before we get too 
sleepy.” ‘They knelt and prayed, and with peaceful 
hearts fell asleep. And, lo! in the night every other 
house was stripped or burnt, but this cottage, stand- 
ing under a'steep hill, had been covered by a great 
snowdrift, and was hidden from the. soldiers. 
Although long peers have passed since these troubled 
days, they still tell the story of how the children 
prayed in faith.—Miss Mary E. Watson, Hartford, 
Conn. From The Immanuel Messenger. 


Is the Day of Miracles Past ?—7he angel of Jeho- 
vah encampeth round about them that fear him, 
and delivereth them (Golden Text). It was during 
an awful persecution by the natives of the New Heb- 
rides Islands that the Rev. John G. Paton writes as 
follows: *‘ We committed ourselves in hushed prayér 
to God and watched them, knowing that they could 
not see us... Immediately a glare of light fell into 
the room. Men passed with flaming torches ; and 
first they set fire to the church all round, and then to 
a reed fence connecting the church and the dwelling- 
house. In ‘a few minutes the house, too, would be 
in flames, and armed savages waiting to kill us on 
attempting an escape.” As Mr. Paton started out of 
the house, his co-laborer, Mr. Matthieson, held him 
back, saying, ‘‘Stop here and let us die together! 
You will never return!” Paton responded, ‘ Be 
quick! Leave that to God. In a few minutes our 
house will be in flames, and then nothing can save 
us.” This rwas his experience among the savages 
thirsting for his life: ‘‘They yelled in rage, and 
urged each other to strike the first blow, but the In- 
visible One restrained them. I stood invulnerable 
beneath his invisible shield, and succeeded in rolling 
back the tide of flame from our dwelling-house. At 
this dread moment occurred an incident which my 
readers may explain as they like, but which I trace 
directly to the interposition of my God. A rushing 
and roaring sound came from the south, like the 
noise of a mighty engine or of muttering thunder. 
Every head was iistinctively turned in that direc- 
tion,-and they knéw from previous hard experience 
that it was oné of their awful tornadoes of wind ard 
rain. The mighty roaring of the wind, the black 
cloud pouring down unceasing tofrents, and the 
whole surroundings, awed these savages into silence. 
Some began to withdraw from the scene, al] lowered 
their weapons of war, and several, terror-struck, ex- 
claimed, ‘ That is Jehovah's rain! Truly their Jeho- 
vah God is fighting for them and helping them. Let 
us away!’ A panic seized upon them, they threw 
away their remaining torches, in a few minutes they 
had all di ared in the bush, and I was left alone, 
praising C for his marvelous works.” — H..H. 
Fey Kinsale, Va. From The Story of John G. 

aton. 


Is Real Prayer a Force?— ut prayer was made 
earnestly of the church unto God jor him (v. 5). 
The prayers were very definite ; the church prayed 
unceasingly for Peter. ‘*Up in a little town in 
Maine,” says Dr. Torrey, in*a recent adtress, 
“things were pretty dead some years ago. The 
churches were not accomplishing anything. There 
were a few godly men in the ‘churches, and’ they 
said, ‘Ilere-we are, only unedacatéd:. laymen,’ but 


a to gree | brighter. The Coolies were returning. - 
hey did not ask for more~ pay, but took up their - 
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something must be done in this'town. Let us form 


a praying band. We will all center our prayers on 
one man; who shall it be?’ Th out one of 
. the hardest :men.in town, a hope. drunkard, and 


- centered forces ayers apes him. In a week he 
was cotiverted. They centered their prayers upon 
the next hardest man in town, and soon he was con- 
verted. Then they took ‘ip another and another, 

‘ until: within a year two or three hundred were brought 
to God, and'the fire’spread ‘out into all the surround- 

ing ooumey? ' Definite’ prayer for those in the prison- 

- house ‘of sin is the need of the hour.”—2. £. Hough, 

- Charlotte, N.C. The prize for this week is awarded 

“to-this illustration. Bee 


" Easter-Light on Social Problems 
= By Charles Steizle 


THETIC is the condition of vast multitudes in 
our big cities. To smile has become a lost art. 
The look of.care has come into their faces so 
frequently, and for so long a = at a time, that it 
now seems almost indelibly impressed upon them. 
_No money with which to buy milk for their starving 
babies. No money with which to pay for medicine, or 
clothing, or rent, or ice,—their children ao 
like flies. They fear death less than they fear p- 
Many long for the summons, daring not to take their 
own lives. They are going through life like lean, 
bed animals, because they were cursed into the 
world, and then. deprived of nearly eyerything that 
makes life worth the living. ‘To such what does the 
Eastér time mean? I fear that many are almost un- 
conscious of its existence. It does not even mean a 
holiday, for there is no variation in their daily grind. 
But what may it mean, and how shall they come to 
know its real significance? Does the Easter mes- 
sage stir us as it did the disciples? May we not 
reach a gospel of hope to the suffering multitude ? 
hat a chance to bring vitality to those who are 
dead ; victory. to those who have been defeated; 
vision to those who have had 7 nightmares ! 
On this glad day of music and brightness and 
joy let’s give a thought to the people who are living 
in bondage, and then let’s go to them in the name of 
the Risen Christ, not alone showing them the possi- 
bilities of a life in him, but leading them out into it, 
past the passions which bind them, past the iron 
= which hold them prisoners, until they shall 


ave arrived into a place of freedom, where they may . 


walk in the liberty of the sons of God. 
New York City. . 


Aunt Abby’s Home Department 
By Annie Trumbull Slosson 


ELL, well, how thick and fast the things are 
coming to pass that the Master foretold to 
those disciples! He'd told them time and 

again what they must go through with. He’d warned 
them they would be hated and looked down on, put 
out of the synagogues, brought up before the rulers, 
beaten, killed. They couldn’t say they hadn’t been 
prepared for all that come afterward. But who ever 
zs really prepared even for what we're certain’s got 
to come ? 

And already, in the ‘‘little while” when the Mas- 
ter said they shouldn’t see him, think of the comings- 
to-pass! They had been hated, persecuted, fetched 
up before the rulers, put in prison. And now the 
last, dreadfulest event foretold had come, and one of 
them had been put todeath. ‘Twas James, you see, 
jane own brother. One time, just a little while 

fore, those two were setting in their boat, with 
their old father, Zebedee, mending their fish-nets. I 
like to think that ’twas a summer day and that the 
sun was shining on the blue water. 

He’d seen the storms come up over it and he’d 
stilled them, and he’d preached there. He loved it, 
every ripple and color and little white shining wave, 
every break and jump of the fish, every drawin’ of 
the big net through the water. And ’twas right there 
along the shore that he saw the two brothers and 
called them to him. They left the boat, the nets, the 
water, all the things fishermen set so much by. 
(Some of you recollect Jimmy Whitcher of Francony, 
Fishin’ Jimmy, as folks called him, and how he 
always said the gospel story was a fishin’ story.) 

Hardest of all, they left their father, their mother, 
their home, and followed this wanderer. They’d 
never been sorry, I know. And already the end for 
one of those boys had come. He was dead. I won- 
der how his mother heard it first, and if there come 
to her the thought that after all the Lord had given 
her what she asked for. But in such a different way 
from what she’d meant: The Master had come into 
his. kingdom and had called one of the poor woman's 
boys first of all to be with him in his glory. Maybe 
in that sudden, dreadful sorrow she'd cried out, ‘‘ Oh, 
not that way, dear Lord, I ‘never; never meant that 
way.” I tell you we don’t always know ‘what our 
ignorant praying ‘means, nor how it may be an- 
swered., ' ' 

And-now Peter is in prison and threatened with 
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ner — ast Ph reading = egy over 
again y' ay one-thing came up sudden and quick 
and mba my old eyes wet all sadapested: : 
There in that dreadful prison was the r boy, his 
helper and companion » his dear John in terri- 
ble sorrow over his brother’s death, his flock scared, 
scattered, in we He himself was bound with 
heavy chains, aching, stiff, laying cramped in be- 
tween two‘rough soldiers and in the dark. Oh, I 
says to myself, what a terrible time! What an 
awful, suffering night he must have had, soul and 
body in such fearful distress! Then my eye fell on 
two words, ‘‘ was sleeping,” and I burst right out, 
half cryin’, as I saidit. ‘* Bless the boy, he went to 
sleep!”" And he did, and slept sound, too, so that 
the angel-messenger had trouble in rousing him. He 
was only half waked up when he put on his clothes 
and went out, and didn’t come to himself really till 
they’d got through two wards, out of the big iron 
gate, and into the street. Sleeping! In danger, in 
suffering, in sorrow and dreadful suspense. Aud 
this was Peter, who'd been the scary, restless, nervy, 
undependable one a spell back! No worrying now 
about what they might do to him if they knew whose 
follower he was, no ree it or going back on his 
Master, no defending himself, but whispering ** Yes, 
I am his, I know him. I was with him inthe garden, 
I love him so I’m sure he'll let me feed his sheep,” — 
he dropped off, and he slept just as sweet, as sound, 


.as quiet as if he was rocking in his boat on the blue 


waters of the Sea of Galilee. 
New York Ciry. : 
< we 


From the Platform 
"By Philip E. Howard toy 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, we thank 
thee that no prison bars can shut us away from thy love. We 
thank thee that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi- 
palities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, 
nor height, nor depth, nor any other creature, shall be able to 
separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our: 
Lord. In thee, O Christ, is our hope of freedom from bond- 
age to self and-sin, our joy in the hour of abasement and 
trial. And as thou didst overcome even death itself in thy 
resurrection, so may we rise into the life which thou art, for 
service and allegiance in the endless life in which we may even 
now share in thy name. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It was a dark time for Peter. 
Herod was on his track, bent upon his destruction, 
and Herod had great power. It was a well-guarded 
prece and prisoner, with of course no way of escape. 

eter’s usefulness surely was over. 





pens 
RISON 


But Peter was not forgotten. What were the 
church-people doing just then? Yes, fraying. They 
were praying earnestly, for Az. 


Pass Pontes 
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And then came an angel, a shining light, an 
awakening, a falling of the chains, a girding of the 
garments, and then the going out, by the first guard, 
the second guard, through the open iron gate, and 
into the city—Peter a free man once more. Which 
was the more powerful, ah y or prayer? Herod, or 
heroic faith? Andon this Easter day, commemora- 
ting the rising of our Lord Jesus from the prison- 
house of death, may we not rejoice that the days of 
his Bytes are upon us even now, when men are 
freed by his Power from every sort of bondage ? 
There zs a way out ;.and He is that Way. Shall we 
follow ? ‘ 

PHILADELPHIA, 

5 4 


Hymns and Psalms for this Lesson 


(With reference also to the old and new editions of the 
metrical Psaim book ‘‘ Bible Songs.’’) 
‘* Oft in danger, oft in wo." 
**Our God, our help in ages past."” 
‘*My times are in Thy hands.”’ 
“Forth in Thy name.” 


Psalm 102 : 11-18. 

(144 : 6-8. 204 : 1-4.) 
Psalm 91 : 19-15. 
(124: 8-11. 184 : 8-11.) 


“In the hour of trial.” usr fg 
** A charge to keep I have.” Psalin 146 : 1-6. 


‘*God moves in a mysterious way.”’ (217 : 1-5. 316: 1-5.) 
‘Lead us, heavenly Father, lead Psalm 126 : 1-4. 
us.”* (187 : 1-3. 274 : 1-3.) 


Home Readings for the Week Preceeding the Le$son 


Monday.—Acts 12 : I-10 
Tuesday.—Acts 12 : 11-19 
Wednesday.—Psalm 33 : 10-22 ..» » » AStrong Deliverer 
Thursday.—Psalm 34: 1-10... ...-:; Prayer and answer 
Friday.—Daniel 6 : 16-23 . .’. 2°). .%. The delivering angel 
Saturday.— Matt. 7 : tar). Oo ise of answer 
Sunday.—2 Cor. ri m-tr. 2. Gey 2 ew Trast in God 


. . Peter delivered from prison 





Graded Helps 


“Swered their Prayer in a wonderful way (vs. 7-11). 
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For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


HAT Sunday is this? Only once in all the 
Bible is the word Easter used, and we find it 
in the story which is our Easter lesson. 

Long, long ago, a wicked king named Herod had 
put Petet in prison, intending to keep him there 
until after Easter. We know it was not the first nor 
the second time that Peter had been in prison (never 
because he had done wrong, but because he kept on 
pare and telling the story of Jesus, every time 

e had a chance), 

The first time was just after he and John had 
healed the lame man at the Beautiful Gate of the 
temple (review rps & The next time the apos- 
tles were arrested and put in pee over night; but 
the angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and set 
them free, to preach again. 

After Stephen's death, Peter traveled to other 
places, where he healed Aineas, and raised Dorcas, 
and taught many people. After this, Cornelius sent 
for him to come and teach him and his friends. 

King Herod tried to stop the church from growing: 
He killed James, who was Peter’s friend, and the 
brother of John. He arrested Peter again, and in- 
tended to kill him too, after Easter was passed. He 


‘sent bands of soldiers to guard the prison day and 


night, and Peter had to sleep between two soldiers. 
1 this time Peter's friends were gathered in one 


et the houses, praying that God would spare his life. 


; ard for the Lord. He heard and an- 


othing is too 


Peter went right to the house where his friends 
were pears , and knocked. When the girl named 
Rhoda as who was there, and heard Peter's voice, 
she was so surprised that she ran back to tell her 
friends, without stopping to open the door. They 
couldn't believe it, either—until they saw Peter for 
themselves, when the door was opened. He told 
them just how the Lord had brought him out of the 
prison, and asked them to tell his other friends. 

This story seems almost too wonderful to be true, 
but every Easter teaches us lessons that are just as 
wonderful. (Show some hard dry seeds, a bulb, a. 
cocoon, and an eee: ) Look at these hard brown seeds 
in my hand. The little life that is inside might say, 
‘*I am shut up in such a tight, dark little prison, that 
nobody can ever get me out. Worse than:all, people 
bury me deep down in the ground.” We know how 

sends his good angels of sunshine and rain, to 
swell and burst the little seed shells, and the light 
calls gently for the little seeds to push up through 
the ground into the sunshine and air. Sing: 


** The seeds and flowers came through the ground 
At Easter time, at Easter time.’’ 


This ugly dry bulb that holds a-lily plant, the 
cocoon that holds the butterfly, the hard shell that 
holds the birdie or little chicken—would all seem like 
prisons it we did not know that God tells them to 
open their doors and set the little life free, to bloom 
as a lily, to sing as a birdie, or to fly among the 
flowers and sip honey like the butterfly. The mes- 
sage of Easter is that God sets the new life free and 
that he has a beautiful new life for each one of us. 


** Oh, sing the blessed story, 
The Lord of life and glory 
Is risen as He said, 

Is risen from the dead.’’ 


. (For. home work, give each child .q few seeds to 

plant, and to keep account of how many break through 

their prison shells into a life of sunshine and flowers.) 
Cuicaco, ILL. e 


My Class of Girls 


By Margaret Slattery 


EMEMBER : “ 7he teacher takes ‘the place of 

‘Central,’ making possible the connection be- 

. — the heart of thé lesson and the heart of 
the pupil.” 

‘I am thinking of that day when we saw Peter be- 
fore the Sanhedrin and heard the command that he 
never again should preach of Christ,” I said in be- 
ginning the lesson. What was the result of that 
command ? I recalled that other day when the crowd 
that stood by marveled at Stephen's splendid cour- 
age; then the general persecution that followed. 

hat was the result of ‘that persecution ? Neither 
the command of the most powerful body of men in 
Jerusalem nor the sufferings of the persecution could 
silence the story of the wonderful life of Jesus Christ, 
and to-day’s lesson gives us the story of another at- 
tempt which ended in failure. 

I showed why Herod wished to kill James, and 
called on Elizabeth to tell us about him (assigned). 
The attention of the class was called to verse 3, ex- 
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planation asked for *‘ the feast of unleavened bread;” 
and Peter's previous imprisonment and escape given. 

I led the girls to ee and discuss the feeli 
of Peter in prison during the Passover. Why 
Herod wait until it was over? They were led to im- 
agine the dismay of Peter's friends at the thought 
that his life must now end. How did they spend 
the days? We discussed what part their prayers had 
in Peter's deliverance. This gave an opportunity to 
straighten out some of their i about prayer. 

of had proved as powerless as when the 
slept on that morning Christ arose;” I said, * 
iron gates very weak iers, as useless as the great 
stone which the angels rolled away that first Easter.” 

I led them to imagine Peter, after the excitement 
had died away, thinking it all over, ‘‘ Perhaps re- 
mem’ the erudition and the burial of his 
Master. haps remembering as we are to-day that 
wonderful morning when he ran to the sepulcher, 
found it empty and knew He had ‘risen, even as he 


said. 
Each girl was given the picture ‘‘ He is Risen,” and 
I said I was glad that the God who ned Peter’s 


son and ra Christ from the dead is ‘‘ Our 
ather ’’ who loves us and wants our love. 


Home Work for the Girls on Next Week’s Lesson 


Write-the letter which we decided to write each 
Sunday afternoon (see Note in the issue of March 20). 
Remember to kee= notes on margin of quarterly, to 
be used later. Assigned to special girls: 1. What is 
meant by “the synagogues"? (reference.) 2. De- 
scribe Damascus (clipping). 3. Describe Tarsus. 
4. What is meant by ‘ kick against the pricks” ? (clip- 
ping.) 5. What does the word ‘‘conversion” mean? 

‘o the class: Read Acts 9: 1-30, Write four questions 
about Saul to pass in to me. 


FitcusureG, Mass, 


My Class of Boys 
By Eugene C. Foster 


FTER a reading over of the lesson to give us all 
a fresh view of the events, I asked if any boy 
could suggest a single word which would be a 
keyword of the lesson. Sure enough, one boy promptl 
ave the word which was in my own mind and which 
had not yet spoken: ‘‘deliverance.” Then we went 
over the lesson to make sure that the various words 
and phrases were understood (see Riddle). The first 
four verses called forth explanations of Herod the 
king, the days of unleavened bread, four quaternions, 
and Passover. Peter was in prison all right, and was 
there to stay, humanly speaking. But the last half 
of verse five makes all human calculations uncertain. 
Yes, there were prison gates, and chains, and sol- 
diers, and yet in spite of it all the church-members 
appealed for deliverance. Anybody who couldn't see 
any higher than the chains, and the prison, and the 
soldiers ; and the strict Roman law, would have said 
that the case was hopeless, but the church folks got a 
vision of the great King of kings and refused to be- 
lieve that he was powerless. So they prayed. I got 
the boys to tell again the story of the chains falling 
off, the passage from the _— Peter appearing at 
the home of his friends, Rhoda's surprise, and the 
belief of the other disciples that it was Peter's spirit; 
and when they failed in the story-telling I sent them 
quickly to the Bible passage again. 

I came back to our keyword ‘‘deliverance,” and I 
said, ‘‘ Fellows, I want you to tell me in what way 
Jesus Christ brings deliverance to a man, physically, 
mentally, and spiritually. First, Keo give me 
an illustration.”” One fellow said, *‘ The nkard”; 
and we talked about drink putting a man into physical 
slavery: 

Then I touched upon the mental side, and the 
boys were not very keen to give me an illustration of 
how Christ could deliver a man from mental bondage. 
I struck right out into the realm of unbelief in spir- 
itual things, and told the fellows without hesitation 
that I thoroughly believed that the gospel of Christ 
made a man free in the best mental sense. I said, in 
substance: ‘* You fellows will be going to college, per- 
haps, and mingling with other fellows in various 
walks of life, as you get to be seventeen, eighteen, 
nineteen years of age. Sometimes you'll hear the 
statement made by some young man that he refuses 
to be a slave to the spiritual truths which the Bible 
teaches. Don’t be fooled: The finest liberty a man 
can have is the liberty which comes from a conscious 
life with God. Whatever may be the talk about you 
as you on be older, in college or business, don’t 
let an y rob you of the mental freedom that 
comes from’an acknowledgment of God’s sovereignty. 

‘‘If you get to a place where somebody sows doubts 
in mr mind, hang on tenaciously to two great facts, 
—the fact of sin and the fact of salvation,—and don’t 
trouble about non-essentials. Some day you'll see 
things clearer than at nineteen. Be a free man deliv- 
ered by — Christ. Don’t bea slave of unbelief.” 

Then I talked about the deliverance of a boy spir- 
itually, and turned abruptly to the Easter thought 


- in our lesson,—namely, the deliverance which comes 


with the resurrection. We noticed that Peter had no 
part iin the deliverance, except to do as he was told. 
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Our deliverance from the grave and the resurrection 
will be the work of the messenger of God. 


Home Work for the Boys on Next Week’s Lesson 


1, What ion did Paul seek to secure from 
the high ? 2. What did Paul hear a voice say 
to him? 3. How did Paul spend three days after his 
vision? 4. Why was Ananias afraid to to Saul ? 
5. Where did Saul go from Damascus? (see Gal. r : 
17.) 6, How did Saul escape from the Jews who 
sought to kill him ? 

PHILADELPHIA. ‘ 


The Adult Bible Class 


By President Frank K. Sanders, D.D. 


Peter’s Deliverance from Prison 
and Restoration to the Church 


I, Tue General PREPARATION (Acts 12 : 1-23). 


HE incidents of this lesson are among those 
which can be accurately dated. It was the 
passover of A.D. 44, in which year King Herod 

Agrippa I died es 23). This monarch was the grand- 
son Herod the Great. Brought up at Rome, he 
had many ups and downs until, in A.D. 37, Caligula 
gave him the title of king and the dominion of Perea 
and Galilee. In A.D. 41, he was made king over all 
Palestine. He at least pretended to be a very zeal- 
ous Jew, although it is doubtful whether any of the 
Herods ever drew a genuinely religious breath. His 

ey ts was probably to win the favor of the Jewish 
eaders and people rather than to follow any convic- 
tion, when he executed James and placed Peter in 
prison. With his death the persecution came to an 
end. Possibly it never went beyond the two acts 
mentioned in the text, but these were of significance. 

James, the brother of John, has been lost to sight 
in the apostolic history. Doubtless he was identified, 
as in the days of discipleship, with Peter and John, 
and in his old-time fearless fashion had been preach- 
ing a similar gospel. His death was only exceeded 
as a calamity by the seizure of Peter and the pros- 
pect of his s y execution, 

But Peter’s imprisonment seemed to the church a 
crushing blow. ‘They entered upon a struggle on his 
behalf with God, praying with importunity that he 
might be rescued and returned to them. ever was 
the yh of prayer more signally manifested. 

The narrative of his rescue is singularly vivid: 
Peter, sound asleep between two soldiers; the 
heavenly messenger, flooding the prison with light, 
awakening Peter, directing him in the details of his 
dress; the two gates passed and then the outer gate; 
Peter in the street and free, thinking it was all a 
dream. When his mind cleared and he was able to 
determine upon a plan of action, his recognition of 
the divine interposition led to an immediate visit to the 
home of Mary, where he was sure to find disciples. 

Like many disciples of to-day, they had not really 
been expecting to get what they were praying for, and 
could hardly credit Peter’s appearance among them. 
He persuaded them of his real presence, strengthened 
their faith, and departed from the city where, for a 
while, he would be unable to appear publicly. 

His reference to James evidently means the elder 
brother of Jesus, who came to occupy a position of pe- 
culiar influence in Jerusalem and among Christians. 

The word ‘‘ but” in verse 24 is important. It was 
the last of Herod and of such attempts as his to crush 
the church; the declaration of the gosp¢l was more 
active than ever. 


II, REFERENCE LITERATURE. 

For the Herods, and icularly this one, see a 
Bible Dictionary, ‘* Herod,” or —— 15 of Mathews’ 
‘‘A History of New Testament Times,” or Schiirer 
or Riggs’ ‘‘ Hist. Jewish People” (241-245). One of 
the very best sets of notes on the jo is that of 
Lindsay in ‘* Handbooks for Bible Classes.” 


III. S6GGESTIONS FOR THE TEACHING OF THE LESSON. 

Herod the King. Which Herod was it, and how 
came he to be the king of Jewish Palestine ? 

His Measures A , Pager the Church, From what 
motive did he probably act? What did he do? 

Peter's Imprisonment. What means were taken 
to insure Peter’s safe-keeping ? What was Peter’s 
state of mind? 

Peter's Deliverance. What details force the 
reader to regard the deliverance as divine? 

The Surprise of the Church. What was the church 
doing on Peter’s behalf? Why were they surprised 
at his appearance ? 

His Departure. When was he next at Jerusalem? 

The Fate of Herod. What was the real secret of 
his sudden death ? 

The Growing Church. What is always the result 
of such experiences to a church? 


IV. For Home Stupy on Next WEEx’s Lesson, 

1. How was it that Saul could be suddenly con- 
verted when at the climax of his persecuting career ? 
2. Why was he so effective a preacher of Christianity 
atonce? 3. Could he have realized right away what 
his commission to the Gentiles meant ? ’ 


WasHBURN COLLEGE, TorpEKA, Kansas. 
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If I Were 
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a Minister 


By a ‘Workingman | 





_ It is always interesting to let other folks tell us how they would do our work, or to listen while two 
persons exchange views on how they would do each other’s work. And sometimes there is a bit 
of genuine help in the experience, as well as interest. The Sunday School Times is going to give 
its readers an opportunity in this line. Here, a workingman tells what he would do if he were a 
minister. A minister will return the compliment in a later issue by telling what he would do if 
he were a workingman. And a minister’s wife and alayman’s wife will frankly set down their con- 
victions as to how they would improve their golden opportunities if they were in each other’s shoes. 


WOULD not expect a ‘‘cinch.’’ It has always 
seemed to me that of all men the minister is up 
against some of the hardest propositions that ever 

came down the pike. Think of the mean, stingy 
people that he must put up with. Think of that 
grouchy old curmudgeon of a capitalist who glares at 
him when he preaches about things that are within 
gunshot of his business. Think of the large number 
of women in his church who are compelled to do the 
men’s work—because the me. aren't around, Then 
they make the minister climb' ladders and drive nails 
and run errands, because it wouldn't be polite for the 
minister to turn down the dames who run the Ladies’ 
Aid Society, and because the preacher is the only man 
in ‘the church who can afford to lose time for such 
jobs. That is, the church folks think they're getting 
their work done cheap when they can get their three- 
thousand-dollar-a-year preacher to do a three-dollar- 
a-week boy’s work. 

No sir! I wouldn’t be a preacher unless I felt 
‘*called’’ to tackle one of the hardest jobs that I 
know anything about. 

But if I did get a call to be a preacher, I'd try to 
be just the squarest kind of a preacher, in every way 
that I knew how to be, _I think that I'd try never to 
acquire a holy tone. I wouldn't burr my ‘‘R’s’’ in 
the affected way that I’ve heard some preachers do. 
I would not hold on to my ‘‘S's,’’ and I would cut 
out my ‘‘Ah’s."’ I think that I'd use the same kind 
of a tone in the pulpit that I'd use in talking, man- 
fashion, to some other mortal who considered me 
good enough to come to for help and sympathy. 

If I were a minister, I would never patronize the 
workingmen, because, by all that’s fair and decent, 
we hate patronage. We don’t deserve to be treated 
like inferior creatures, because most of us are doing 
our share of the world’s work. 

If I were a minister, I'd spend a good deal of time 
visiting the people in their homes, because I’m sure 
that even the brief visit of the preacher means a good 
deal to the folks who don’t get much cheer from their 
surroundings. I'd call at the home of the working- 
men at night—at supper time, if necessary, apd I'd 
stay for supper, if I was invited, in order to show the 
men in the family that I was a vea/ man, and not a 
sissy. 


What Men Really Want to Héar 


If I were a minister, I would not bother much 
about calling on a man in his shop, because, as a 
rule, the boss don't like it, and it often embarrasses 
the chap called on, because the boys jolly him about 
it.. Of course, it’s different when the preacher comes 
down to talk to the whole crowd at the noon hour. 
Under such circumstances, it’s a kind of a‘ compli- 
ment to know the minister who has made a hit with 
the boys. If he-hasn’t made a hit—well, he'll have 
a hard job to make good in the future, on any kind of 
a proposition with the men. 

I'd talk about religion, if I weré a minister, be- 
cause the men expect that of a preacher. They don’t 
want the preacher to talk about politics or socialism in 
his sermon. When he debates the question ii: a club 
or at a dinner—that’s different. But when I say that 
I'd talk religion, I don’t mean the wishy-washy kind 
that is often referred to as the ‘‘simple gospel.’’ 
Somehow, most people imagine that we’ ve got to have 
our religion ‘‘diluted’’ because we are incapable of 
serious thinking. Don’t you believe it! You should 
see the stuff that the fellows i1 my shop are reading. 
You should listen to the debates in the labor union 
meeting. The men who know are telling us that if 
working-people continue to read the books that are 
being drawn from the public library, they ‘will ‘in a 
few years become the ‘‘ educated class’’ of the country. 
The religion for workingmen should be-just as strong: 
as the average preacher can give it. Not full of tech- 
nicaksreligious phrases, of course, because even the 


so-called upper classes wouldn't stand for that sort of 
preaching, but just the best thought of an honest man, 
who really wants to help his brother-man to under- 
stand the biggest truths of the kingdom of God, 

If I were a minister, I'd visit the labor union. 
There’ s a good deal to be learnt there. There are all 
kinds of fellows in thelabor lodge, and some mighty 
good ones, too. And when I got my bearings, I'd 
talk about the things that my labor friends are dis- 
cussing, showing them that there are certain parts of 
the labor question—the big ends of it, which I knew 
more about than they did. That while they are put- 
tering away ot the temporary, superficial things,.there 
are certain fundamental things that could be applied 
to every problem that is discussed at their meetings. 
I should try to show the men that the church had a 
pretty serious interest in the live questions that con- 
cern them, and that there is nothing too common for 
the church to be doing in behalf of the people. 

If { were a preacher, I'd like to run a church so that 
the ; eople outside would soon learn that it is being 
run for their benefit, and not primarily for the benefit 
of tle church people themselves. I'd talk a good 
deal about improving the people, and mighty little 
about building up the church. I wouldn’t be so 
anxious about getting people to join my church as I 
would be to have the church join the people—join 
them in making a fight for the things that are really 
worth while, They need all the help 0 3 can get, 
too,—more than the church needs it. 


Not Afraid of Out-of-Doors 


If I were a minister I would hire a couple of barges 
and on hot Sunday afternoons I'd pile on to them all 
the mothers and fathers and children that they would 
hold, and give them a sail up the river. And then 
I'd have them sing church songs, and we'd have a 
religious service of some sort. Of course, it would be 
different from the service in the church, but I'll ven- 
ture the assertion that if I had the resourcefulness of 

‘some preachers I have met I'd put more religion into 
that meeting on the barge than the people would get 
in a thousand years sweating and swearing in their 
hot homes on a broiling summer Sunday. It-wouldn't 
take any more manual labor to give the people this 
religion than it requires to give it to the same num- 
ber of people in half a dozen or more half empty 
churches. And then think of the fresh air they'd be 
getting at the same time! I have a notion that the 
fresh air would do them as'much goed, religiously, as 
the sermon and the song. I would confine these trips 
to the very poor, so that the church folks in the 
suburbs who play golf on Sunday afternoons wouldn't 
find too much fault on account of our violating the 

tilaw of the Sabbath. As for the other folks who would 

find fault, —well, they ought to come down and live 
in some of the tenements that I've lived in, and I 
guess that they’d change their minds about a few 
things. 

If I were a minister, I would preach against child 
labor. It seems to me that the church should havea 
special care for little children, —they need the help of 
big, strong people so much, and there are so few folks 
who seem to be willing to trouble themselves about 
them, just because these weak, helpless, exploited 
ones don’t happen to be their own children. I'd in- 
sist on a square deal for the women. They need a 
champion, because practically nowhere do they receive 
as much money for the same work as men receive, 
and thousands of them are working for starvation 
wages. The wonder is that so many of them keep 
straight. Why shouldn't the church say plainly that 
women should be treated fairly ? 

If { were a minister, I would not only make an effort 
to get people. started for the heaven of the hereafter, 
‘but. I'd try to get theny out ‘of thee hell im whictr they 


are now living. © I'd make a fight against that horrible+ good many im a hilk’’ 


white plague, tuberculosis, of which so many working 


people die because of bad sanitary conditions in their 
homes and factories. 

If I were a minister, I would try to find out all the 
points of agreement between Christianity and the labor 
organizations and other societies to which working 
people and others belong, and then work out from 
that common ponte rather than constantly to push 
to the front all the points upon which we are sure to 
disagree, mostly because the other fellow is perfectly 
sincere, but can’t see it the preacher’s way. I've 
found out that it’s something beside sin which keeps 

crowds of people away from the church, 

If I were a er, I would expect to get a living 
wage. I wouldn't join a preachers’ labor union, if 
there were such things, maintained for the purpose of 

ing salaries up to a minimum scale, but if | 
couldn't make a decent living I do not see how the 
church people could expect me to preach about the 
great influence of Christianity in making church mem- 
bers kind and generous, to say nothing about being 


Jair. 


I would try to make the members of my church un- 
derstand that the church building should be made the 
center of the life of the people living in the neighbor- 
hood, It should bea kind of a people’s palace—made 
fair and beautiful for poor, tired, discouraged people, 
who have nowhere to go for refuge, and no one to go to 
for comfort. Isn’t the church in business to help such ? 
And should not all men have a feeling that whea.all 
else fails, they may come to the church for assistance ? 
The church’ may not:be able to give much mater- 
ial assistance, but it should put a man or a woman in 
the way of getting it. And yet, what most of us need 
is not money, but friends and sympathy. My-+ac- 
quaintances wouldn't say it as plainly as this, perhaps, 
but I know, just the same, that that’s just what their 
hearts crave. Can't the church be set up in some 
way so that these men will not be disappointed when 
they come? It’s pretty hard to get the cold shoulder 
when you're worn out and blue. There's so much 
trouble in the world,—among the rich, I suppose, as 
well as among the poor, —that there ought to be a man 
somewhere handy who can give counsel and encourage- 
ment tothe one who is about ready to quit. NowI hate 
a quitter, But there are quitters and quitters. There 
are some folks who quit just because they are down- 
right cowardly and lazy. But there are others who 
feel like quitting because they have been badly beaten 
all along the line, in spite of the gamest kind of a 
fight, and they feel that now there’s no further use in 
keeping it up, because no one seems to care. These 
are the kind of people I'd like to help, if I were a min- 
ister, and I would try to search them out. Of course, 
the other kind of folks need help, too, and I wouldn't 
forsake them, but most of us like the man who has 
fought and lost, and now considers himself the under 
dog, and he is the man who should find in the church 
the strength that will give him another chance. 

And now, to close, if I were a minister, I would try 
to live every day so that the men that I knew inti- 
mately, and even those whom I met only occasionally, 
would say to themselves: ‘‘That man reminds me 
ot Jesus Christ."’ 
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The Drone 
” By Alonzo Rice 


FAITH, Hope, and Charity, and of the three 
Charity is fairest ; in her right hand 
There drips a pot of honey where a bee 
Disabled feeds, or others of his band. 


A drone draws near, attracted by the sight. 
Within her other hand she holds a whip 
For idle drones like him; in utmost fright, 
He speeds away with not the merest sip ! 


SHELBYVILLE, IND. 
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The Blessing in Small Potatoes 
By Eleanor Root 


HE potatoes are very small this year, aren't 

they ?"’ remarked a country physician thak- 

ing his rounds,.:.as he stopped to watch a 
farmer's wife gathering in the potatoes from the 


field. 
‘+ ¥es,"’ was the reply,’“* but there are a 


Boston. 
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Implement 







ECRETARY of War Stanton sat in his 
office in Washington. 

“le I ring that bell,” he said, ‘‘any man, in 
the most distant State, is a prisoner of war!" 

Thé telephone bell has succeeded the mes- 
senger bell. 

Butigess has succeeded war. 

If amy man in the Union rings the bell of 
his ‘Telephone at his desk, any other man 
at st distant point is at his instant com- 

if js the ‘Bell Companies’ ideal—that you 
may (eke the receiver off the hook and get into 
communication with any man, even in the 
most distant State. 

That is thé really universal telephone that 
the Bell Companies set as their goal at the be- 
ginning, It is so far realized that already 
20,000,000 voices are at the other end of the 
line, all reached by the one Bell system. 

The increased efficiency of the individual, of 
the lawyer or bank president or corporation 
official; the increased efficiency of the nation 
as a cwhele, because of the development of the 
Bell system, can hardly be estimated. 

It certainly cannot be overestimated. 

The president of a corporation to-day could 
not be the president of such a corporation with- 
out it, 

The modern corporation itse/f could not exist 
without telephone service of national scope. 

Corporation officials could not have trans- 
acted business quickly enough by old methods 
to reach the totals which alone are accountable 
for our remarkable commercial development as 


@ nation. 


t L, CC 


DISTANCE 
TELEPHONE 


is cticiipes commtmin tiem etna. ae 
the necessary speed to provide this swift 
development by the universal telephone. 

The mere item of time actually saved by 
those who use the telephone means an immense 


increase in the production of the nation’s wealth 


every working day in the year. : 

Without counting the convenience, without 
counting this wonderful increased efficiency, but 
just counting the time alone, over $7,000,000 
a day is saved by the users of the telephone! 

Which means adding $7,000,000 a day to 
the nation’s wealth! 


The exchange connections of the associated. 


P Risen with Christ. 


Bell Companies are about 18,000,000 a day— , 


the toll connections half a million more. Half 
of the connections are on business matters that 
must have prompt action—either a messenger 
or a personal visit. 

Figured on the most conservative basis, the 
money value of the time saved is not less than 
ten cents on every exchange connection and 
three dollars on every toll, or long distance con- 
nection—figures that experience has shown to 


‘be extremely low. 


The saving in time only is thus $1,800,000 
daily on exchange messages and $1,500,000 on 
long distance messages—this much added to 
the nation’s productiveness by the Implement 
of the Nation, the Bell Telephone. 


American Telephone & Telegraph Company - 
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GRENFELL, 
| of Labrador 


Tells the stories, of the fisher-folk of that rocky 
coast in his book entitled ‘Off the Rocks.”’ 
book is illustrated with eleven half-tone reproduc- 
tions of Labrador scenes. Dr. Grenfell is the 
heroic medical missionary and commander of the 
hospital ship “ Strathcona.” 
will be sent postpaid for $1.00. The Sunday 
School Times Co, 1031 Walnut St, Philadelphia. 


The 


“Off the. Rocks” 








:| we ought. 
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The Young People’s |) 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





Sunday, April II, 1909. 





Col. 3:1-4. Easter 
me ). 
Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—The rising of the soul (Eph. 2: 
TUES. Se ehal of resurrection (Rom. 6: 
WED, a, ae life (Col. 2 : 8-16). 

THUkS.—Resurrection power in us (Eph. 
FRI. —The a" Eartet within (Rom. 8: 


SAT.—The Splcinal uprising (John 5 : 24). 











What is the death of the soul ? 

Name the ‘things above'’ or the higher 
things. 

What is the spiritual resurrection life ? 


UR Lord’s resurrection was the neces- 

_— completion of his life. A unique 

alone could adequately fulfil an 

absolutely unique career. .Godet presénts 

this view in his commentary on the Gospel 
of St. John: 


Ss ‘Tt is said such a fact would overthrow 
the laws of nature, but what if it were, on 
the contrary, the law of nature, which re- 
—— this fact? - Death is the wages of sin. 
f Jesus lived here below, as innocent and 
ure, if he lived in God and of God, as he 
imself says in John 6: 57,,life must be the 
crown of this unique conqueror. No doubt 
he may have given himself up voluntarily to 
death to fulfill the law which condemns sin- 
ful humanity, but might not the state of death 
affecting a nature perfectly sound morally 
and physically, meet in it exceptional forces 
pee of reacting victoriously against all 
mes powers of dissolution. As necessarily as 
a life of sin ends in death, so necessarily 


' does perfect holiness end in life, and conse- 


| quently, if there has been death, in the re- 
surrection. Natural law,therefore, far from 
being contrary to the fact, is the thing which 
requires it.’’ i. 


But not only did the symmetry and perfect 
truth of our Lord’s life require such a glor- 
ious crowning of his career as the resurrec- 
tion, our own spiritual necessities demand it. 
No mere teacher could meet our needs, nor 
could they be met only by the death of 
Christ. That they could not be met without 
the death of Christ we deeply and myster- 
iously feel, but our need was for something 
more than forgiveness and the relief of our 
shame’and guilt for the sin of what we had 
been and done that we ought not, and the 
sin of what we had not been and done that 
We need the power of a new 
The resurrection brought it to us. 


We died with Christ. To all that is un- 
Christlike, accordingly, we are dead. But 
are we? Is there only one ‘“‘we’’ in us? 
The trouble is that in each of us there is a 
double personality. We died with Christ 
and yet we are conscious of the presence of 
what is unChristlike. Desires come to us 
which are unlawful, Our imaginations go 
off on wicked journeys, and we suddenly 
wake with shame to realize where they are, 
or.we shamelessly let them stay and even 
send them farther. There must be more 
than a death within us which leaves so much 
of us still alive and active against us. There 
must be a life within us to war against sin 
and its assaults. The resurrection gives 
us this new life, jn 


The resurrection means a new life within 
us, a new power of resistance to sin, and 
this is not a mere rousing of our wills to 
firmer resolution. It is a new force coming 
into our wills vivifying and stiffening them. 
We may not be able to mark its coming, or 
we may, but we shall know it when it has 
been with us. Not only will evil be more dis- 
tasteful to us, but the soul will be quicker to 
rouse to action against it. When desire is 


life. 
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journeys before we recall it to noble things 
once more. . 
- % 
: The resurrection means not only a new 
life in us, but us in a new life. We move 
out of old Spititual surroundings into new. 
The mind and will act in a new atmosphere. 
They prefer different things and the prefer 
them with a stronger preference, It is as 
when a man who had lived in a mine under- 
rime comes out to live in the air ahd sun- 
‘The resurrection sets us free from 
the prison house of oyrselves. 


-“ hi I lie in a winding-sheet 
hich my own hai did weave ; 
narrow cell is my self—my se//, 
ose wall I may not cleave. 


** But in the dawn of the early morn 
A clear Voice seems to sa 

‘I am the Lord of the final 
Ye may not say me nay. 


‘*** Unfold your hands, that your brother's 
need 


ord— 


May ever find them free. ; 
Unbind your feet from their winding sheet, 
Henceforth they walk with me. 


** And lo, I hear! Iam blind no more ! 
I am no longer dumb ! 


Out from the doom of a self-wrought tomb 
Pulsate with life I come !"’ 


Do we love the upper or the lower things ? 

Are we free from Christ or from sin, to 
Christ or to sin? 

Which have we chosen, the death in Christ 
which is life, or the life in sin which is 


death ? 
te det 
Convention Calendar 


Texas, at Fort Worth. . . . . . March 25-<6 


North Carolina, at‘Concord .-. ... April 6-8 
South Dakota, at Parker . . . . | April 13-85 
West Virginia, at Elkins . . . . , April 20-22 
Mississippi, at Jackson . .. : . April 20 22 
California, at Santa Rosa. ... . April 20-22 
Alabama, at nny . . . % April 27-29 
Oregon, at Salem .... . . April 28-30 
Kansas, at Topeka . . ae May 4-6 
Minnesota, at Crookston. |... - May 4-6 
North Dakota, at Grand Forks . . May 18-20 
Idaho, at Caldwell . . . . « May 18-20 
Oklahoma, at Enid. ....... May 24-26 
Ohio, at Springfield ..... June 8-10 
New York, at Rochester . . . . . . June 8-10 
Nebraska, at Kearney . . .. . . June 15-17 
Arkansas, at Hot Springs . . . pune 15-17 
Indiana, at Lafayette. ...... June 22-24 


Virginia, at Charlottesville . June 25 to July 2 
Manitoba, at Brandon . . . June 29 to July 1 
Maine, at Lewiston-Auburn . . October —— 
Prince Edward Island, at —— . October 17-19 
New Brunswick, at—— . . . . October 20-22 
Ontario, at West Toronto . . . October 26-28 
Missouri, at Moberly . . . : November 16-18 
Michigan, at Saginaw. . . . November 17-19 








Spry at 64 
Keeps Well and Active on Postum 


Postum does one good because it is 
made of clean hard wheat and contains 
no drug or other harmful substance. 

‘*My husband always had his coffee 
twice a day—thought he could not do 
without it,” writes a New York woman. 
““About po years ago he began to 
have bad spells. 

**His head felt queer, was dizzy and 
sick at his stomach. The doctor would 
come, and prescribe for biliousness, but 
medicines gave no permanent relief. 

**In a short time the same old spells 
would return, This went on for years, 
until we dreaded these spells and eared 
he would become an invalid. 

“A friend to whom we told this ex- 
perience said it was coffee. Hehad been 
the same way, and — drinking 
coffee, and got well by change to well- 
made Postum. 

‘* He told us to be sure to make it right, 
according to directions on package. Now 
we like Postum as well as coffee, and I 
can’t, remember when my husband has 
had a sick day. 

‘Those bad spells are a thing of the 
past. He is 64, works ng 8 y, and 
is a8 spry a8 a boy. We have beén 
using Postum a year ran a half; and are 
sow to have a delicious drink which 

oes not injure us as coffee did.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in packages. ‘‘ There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
One appears from time to time. They 


wrong we shall realize it more quickly, and | are genuine, true, and fall of human 
imagination will not go so’ far on wrong’ interest. 




















LESSON FOR APRIL II (Acts 12: 1-19) 





THE POLICEMAN 7 
¥YSPOT- 
Less 
TOWN | 





This brifliant man walks up and down 
Upon the streets of Spotiess Town. 
The glitter of his shining star 

Arrests attention from afar. 

It lights the beat and goes to show 
That naught can beat SAPOLIO. 


A h "s attention is in- 
J ee the condition of the 
shelves, t, windows, and tins in 
her neighbors kitchen. ‘These mark 
omy necnsaotgieg: No matter how 

ne the rest e house may be, if 
the kitchen is not clean it shows the 
worst kind of unthrift. A basin of 
water, a cloth and P 


SAPOLI 


will save you from this reproach. 


PER CENT 
REAL ESTATE 
MORTGAGES 


On improved farms in Indiana, Ohio and 
Oklahoma. Safest form of investment. No © 
fluctuation in value. Securities personally in- 
spected. No loan to exceed 40 cent of our 
valuation. Collection maz without expense 
to investor. Long and successful experience. 
References furnished, correspondence solicited. 

DICKINSON & REED 
Board of Trade Building, Indianapolis, ind. 
jJoszrn J. Dickinson Franx M. Rezp 


First Mortgage 
Investments 


——— We send to the mortgagee the 





























Valuation ; collect and remit inter- 

est semi-annually. Years of experi- 
ence without the loss of a dollar of principal or interest. 
Send for Booklet on Mortgage Investments. 


A. C. LESLIE €0., £40,Dismond St. 


We to menor. women. Supply 
Will KEELER 


_xeecex Capita 
Church Organs 


C.S. & W.A. 
Latest Approved Methods. 
Grade 
































Highest Only. 
Established 1827. 
Main Ofice and Wi BASTINGS. MASS: 


HAstinas Co. 
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Bond, Mortgage and Certificate of 
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Correspondence Solicited. 





















. HARTSHORN 
SHADE ROLLERS 


Bear the script name o; 
Stewart Hartshorn on label, 


Get ‘* improved,’’ no tacks required 
Wood Rollers Tin Rollers 


one BELLS =, 


Peal écSuace Rr Femnsnr Co., Bactmmcet, 
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» The Adult Bible Class 


By W. C. Pearce 


Superintendent International Adult 
Department 


MARTINSVILLE, ILL.—Are there any special 
prepared for the Sunday-school lessons 
for the Men’s Class Movement? If so, please 
rng a ge as to where they may be secured ?— 
Most of the ange: ae cmerutag - 
either ring special pu tions for 
Adult aes Chasen tp. doeiinn large space 
in their regular publications, I would sug- 
gest that you write to your own denomina- 
tional publisher for sample copies of the 
various helps. Among the publications for 
Adult Bible Classes are : 


Adult Bible Class and Teacher-Traini: 
Monthly, Methodist Book Concern, New Yo! 
and Cincinnati ; The Adult Bible Class Maga- 
zine, ‘Congregational Publishing Society, Bos- 
ton; The New Movement Adult Bible Class 
Monthly, David C. Cook Publishing Company, 
Elgin, Ill; The Adult Bible Class Student, 
Publishi 


Church, South, Nashville, Tenn.; The Adult 
Bible Class eg" American Baptist Pub- 
lication Society, Philadelphia ; The Lookout, 
The Standard Publishing Company, Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 


House of the Methodist Episcopal 


BOUND BROOK, N. J,—Can you recommend 
a brief, up-to-date chronological topical (and 
biographical) of the Old Testament 
for use in a young woman's Bible class? I 
have ‘‘ Training the Teacher.""—G. S. 

It is a little difficult to recommend an out- 
line of study for a class unless one knows 
what the class has accomplished, and how 
much time they have for study. I would 
call your attention, however, to the follow- 


ing: 

** Topographical and Historical Maps and 
édeenetanen Chart for Bible Students,’’ by 
Charles Foster Kent, Ph.D., published by the 
Presbyterian Board of Publication, Phila- 
delphia. Chart No. 8, Biblical and Con- 
temporary Chronology, would, I believe, be 
specially helpful to you. 

*« The Cyclopedic Handbook of the Bible,’? 
by Joseph Angus, M.A., D.D., revised by 
S. D. Green, D.D. On page 772 of this 
volume you will find a table of chronology. 
This might demand a little more exhaustive 
study than you care to undertake. It is 
published by Fleming H. Revell, New York 
and Chicago. 

**Old Testament Characters, Biography 


and History,’’ in thirty lessons, including a | 


limited study of the Psalms and prophecies 
by W. W. White, D.D., published by the 
VY. M. C. A. Press, 124 East 28th Street, 
New York City. 


WELLSBURG, W. VA.—Kindly send me full 
information as to enrolment in 
International Adult Department of a class of 
young nfen. We are seeking a more definite 
organization. What expense is there for cer- 
tificate of recognition and buttons usually worn, 
if such may be had ?—W. J. H. 

The requirements for enrolment with the 
International Adult Department are as fol- 
lows : 

1. The members ot the class must be six- 
teen years of age or over. 

_ 2. The class must be definitely connected 
with some Sunday-school. ' 

3- The class must attain the following 
standard of organization: i. It shall have 
at least five different officers: a teacher, a 
president, a vice*president, a secretary, and 
a treasurer. 2. It shall appoint at least 
three standing committees: membership, 
social, and devotional. It is not necessary 
that the committees be known by these 
particular names, but the’ class must have 
three committees that are responsible for 
these three kinds of work. is standard 
was not erected arbitrarily, but because ex- 
perience has shown that the success of the 
organized Bible class depends upon a divi- 
sion of leadership and the introduction of 
various activities. The standard represents 
the minimum rather than the maximum of 

nization. * 

e only obligation placed upon the class 
is that it maintain this standard of organiza- 
tion and secure the International certificate 
of recognition which is issued through the 
various state and provincial associations to 
the classes in their own fields. Write to 
your association office for an application 
blank. If you.do not know this address you. 
can. secure it -by addressing The Sunday 
School Times. The Adult 
blems can also be secured at-your state ‘office, 


ible Class em- |. 








Soda Crackers 


- When you eat Uneeda Biscuit 
you taste something delightfully 
different from common — so 
crackers. | 

The difference begins with bet- 
ter baking of best materials, in 
the greatest, cleanest bakeries in 
the world, built expressly to bake 
Uneeda Biscuit. : 

The difference is protected and 
preserved for you by the only 
package in the world that effec- 
tively retains freshness and ex+ 
cludes all dust and moisture. 


¢ 

















A treasury 
of material for 
Sunday-school addresses 


The two ‘books which contain the latest information about Sunday-schools 
throughout the world and the work on the North American continent are now 


available in a Ss pecial Combina tion Offer 


These books are: ‘*Sunday-schools the World Around ’’ (the illustrated story of the 
World’s Fifth Sunday. School Convention at Rome, 1907) and “Organized Synday 
School Work in America ’’ (the story of the Louisville Convention of 1908, illustrated). 
Both books are filled with useful facts and valuable‘ figures. 


The Two Books for $1.50 


postage prepaid to your address. Either book alone, $1.00. The Sunday School 
Times Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Why Take Any Chances? 


Members of American (Manufacturers) Association fer the Prometion of Purity in Food Products. 


‘ _ THE-SUNDAY. SCHOOL. TIMES" + 


Where Health fs 
Concerned 





The great weight of scientific opinion through- 
out the world is hostile to the use of all artificial 
preservatives in food products, as being in them- 
selves harmful and as making possible the 
employment of unwholesome materials and un- 
sanitary practices. 


Benzoate of Soda is a tasteless, odorless 
product of coal tar, medicinally used for many 
diseases. It is a drug, not a food. 


A few scientists have announced—after brief 
experimentation upon healthy young men—that a 
limited quantity of Benzoate of Soda, administered 
during the experimental period, caused the subjects 
of the experiment no apparent injury. This but 
adds one more opinion on this subject. 


There is no evidence anywhere that ordinary 
people, elderly persons, growing children and 
those. who may have even slight impairment of 
health, may take indefinite quantities of this drug, 
or that any one may take it for an indefinite 
period without danger. 


No manufacturer who uses good, 
sound, fresh raw material, maintains 
sqnitary premises and requires neatness 
in his work-people, needs to use Ben- 
zoate of Soda or any other artificial 
preservative. 


Manufacturers using Benzoate of Soda state its 
presence upon the labels of their products, because 
the law compels them to do so—but the state- 
ments are always hidden in small type as 
obscurely placed as possible—a fact which, in itself, 
is a reflection upon. the use of the substance. 


The use of any drug with which to embalm 
the food supply of the country is unnatural, un- 
necessary and unjustifiable. 


Heinz “57 Varieties” —like the pro- 
ducts of many other reputable and high. 
class establishments— are prepared 
without Benzoate of Soda or any other 
artificial preservative, and. may be 
purchased anywhere with absolute 
confidence in their purity, goodness and 
keeping quality. 

The public may choose for itself. what kind of 
foods it will eat. If you wish to avoid prepared 


foods that have been drugged, read all there is 
printed on every food label. 


H. J. HEINZ COMPANY 


tt ma .MARCH 27,. 1999 





| Children at Home | 


That Pet Chicken 
Elizabeth Roberts Burton 


ETER wasa queer name for a chicken, 
' wasn’t it? But Peter was such a 
funny chicken that everyone thought 

he should have a queer name. 

In the beginning, Peter was an accident, 
and this is how it happened. There was 
a nest in the corner of the woodshed, and of 
course there was a nest in it. Now, a 
nest-egg is one that is left in the nest for 
weeks and months to remind the hens to lay 
eggs. It happened that this nest-egg was 
yood, which was the queerest part of it all. 
When Molly went out to hunt the eggs one 
evening, she heard a faint ** Peep, peep,”’ in 
Spotty’s nest. ‘* What can this mean?’’ 
Molly thought. 

She looked into the nest, and there, to be 
sure, she saw what had happened—the nest- 

had hatched. As he no mother to 
4 care of him, Molly put him in a basket in 
.the-kitchen, and kept him there until he was 
‘strong enough to run about, That wasn’t 
long, of course, and then what fun he was ! 

‘**He is such a pretty, soft, little, yellow, 
fluffy ball, and is so cunning that every one 
‘makes a pet of him,’’ Molly explained to 
visitors, when she told of his Tittle tricks, 

And, really, there was no end to Peter’s 
tricks.. When Molly put him on the key- 
board of the piano, he loved to run up and 
‘down over the keys to make that beautiful 
tinkling sound, and he looked so self-impor- 
tant and happy when he was doing it. 
Whenever he found a newspaper he was de- 
lighted, for he thought the little black letters 
printed on it were lovely little bugs for him 
to eat, and he would give the tiniest and 
merriest little cluck, cluck, cluck to his 
friends to come to the splendid feast. : In the 
kitchen, he followed the cook as she moved 
about, so that he could catch the crumbs 
that dropped from her apron, and when he 
bobbed up and down to catch flies, he looked 
like a little ball of yellow yarn, 

Well, Peter’s tricks were all very cunning 
so long as he was a baby, but, like other 
babies, he grew up, and very fast, too. 

‘* Why, my dear, I have no peace in read- 
ing my newspaper at all,’’ Molly’s papa 
would say to her. ‘‘Each time I move, 
that good-for nothing chicken jumps up and 
plucks at my paper, and bothers me so that 
I can’t read.”” 

Poor Molly! Just as though she was to 
blame for Peter’s tricks. 

Hadn’t she more trouble with him herself 
than any one else had? It had been very 
funny, of course, to have a dear little chicken 
running up and down over the white piano 
keys, but to have a big chicken that had 
just walked through a mud-puddle do it 
—that wasn’t a bit funny. And Peter could 
not understand why he shouldn’t do the same 
things now that he had always done. 

Why, poor Molly found footprints on her 
fancy work, on the table covers, and some- 
times éven on her bed. And Peter simply 
wouldn’t stay out of the house. 

If the boys carried him out and dropped 
him over the fence into the orchard twenty 
times a day, he was sure to be back in the 
house again as soon as they were. 

** We really must get rid.of that chicken, ’’ 
Molly’s mother said. ‘Shall we give him 
away, or shall we put him in a pot-pie?’’ 

They were talking it over at the table, 
and Peter must have heard them, for just 
then-he appeared and spoke for himself. No 
one knew co he had gotten into the dining- 
room, but then no one ever did know how 
Peter got into places. The first thing they 
heard was a little chuckling sound, and look- 
ing up, they saw Peter just as he landed in 
the potato dish. 

‘* Well, that settles it,’’ said Mr. Martin. 
‘*I’m sorry, Molly, but we’ll have to send 
him over toMr. McKay. He has a chicken- 
yard with a high fence around it, so Peter 
can’: bother any one there.”’ 

Peter left the same afternoon. 

Every one was sorry to see him go, too, 
but they knew they never never could live in 
peace and comfort while he was about. 

And now, when any one speaks to the 
Martin family about pets, all say, ‘‘ Don’t ever 
have a pet chicken, but if you must have 
one, give him away before he grows up.”’ 


PHILADELPHIA. 





The Seeker 
of Souvenirs 


will find the very thing for an appropriate 
Easter ._ whethe ‘ Post 


remem Tr in 
— of Greceing e 
a a Hoey Sewee 


THE BOOK SHOP 


4 
1701 Chestnut St., Philadelphia 
' ‘The time is short. Plan your visit for 
your next leisure hour. If you live too 
far away to come in, your letter will be 
promptly answered. . 











CLASS CHARTS 


Stale revels al Bipletanae tere: 
salem. . pt Ron Paper, mounte 


. Allsix ar- 


ranged on 

Price, including case x charts, $2.6. id. 
Price per si: so*cents, postpaid. Ww; 7 
Viusthated Price Van sect 





























60-T0-BED STORIES, <i: 


it up, an 
sal O= Ss. commenced to look at 
i ith the result / did not go to bed until “ 
the whole af. it ‘will be tha text-book of mane a 
mother.” 7 lilustrations. Colored Frontispiece. At- 
tractive cloth binding. Price, $1.00 net. 
Gospel Pub. House, 54 W. 22nd St., New York 











If you contemplate purchasing a new hymn book 
for your school, send for our cpecial trial offer. tt 
permits you to test.our new book, 


= VO 
mee SCHOOL 
HYMNAL 


by actual use in the school 
tor two months before pur- 
Seng Se book. 
‘The Bible School Hymnal 
has 224 large size pages, 
ted from large, clear 
type, and is bound in an ex- 
finish cloth 









$25 per hundred, Return- 
able copy sent for examination. 
TULLAR-MEREDITH COMPANY 
387 Washinton Street 150 Fifth Avenue 
CHICAGO NEW YORK 


GIPSY SMITH’S 





HALLOWED sss 


$25 per ‘hundred 35c. each by mail 
Returnable samples mailed to ‘' earnest inquirers " 
THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO., New York or Chicago 


HYMNS, PSALMS and GOSPEL SONGS 
WITH RESPONSIVE READINGS 

James McGra Aan, Editor; J. Wicpur CHarMan, 
a .D., JAMES hey D.D.; egg —— 

Superior Book Departapents ork. 

Contains 475, Hymns with Music. Cloth Binding, 
Stamped in Gold. Size,9X6. Price, .00 100, 
not prepaid ; singlé copy, by mail, 45c, A returnable 
copy sent om request, :.. ’ 

HH, H. McGRANAHAN 

Fulton Bu 158 Fifth Averue 

PITTSBURGH, PA. NEW YORK 


. FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE GOSPEL 
The songs we know and love to sing. 83 best gospel 
songs, words and susie ar Pa Acc ETT 103M: 
cents in stamps. . A. K. ® e 
Wayne St:, Fort Wayne, ind, 


Universit thods of salizati 
HARTFORD wits Pisses 


cig ing OOH 
a wae 


& pHOLY LAND B23"r2e 
Fh ers Tour. ty, Meal 
to$em0. Rev. Rar Wary ow rates , x 


UROPE—BiSY oo eu 2275, 




















je 'y at once. 
Temple Tours, 14—C. Beacon St., Boston, Mass. 








Ree hinon Christin College, Oskaloosa, lows, 
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‘LESSON FOR ‘APRIL II (Acts 12 : 1-19) 


‘as underlying all right treatment of an un- 


*-tion of the whole to the work of the Sunday- 


‘before the mind of both 


and occasionally with such telling illustra- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





With the New Books 











SSS 


The Unfolding Life.—For Christian 
parents, as well as for Sunday-school teach- 
ers, the little book of less than two hundred 

Ss written Mrs. A. A. Lamoreaux, 
under the title ‘* Unfolding Life,’’ ought 
to prove extremely valuable. The successive 
principles which Mrs. Lamoreaux lays down 





life are fundamental, but they are 
stated with such clearness and succinctness, 


tions, that no one need be afraid lest they 
prove too difficult to grasp and to use. In 
the succeeding chapters, the general method 
consists in stating first: the main charac- 
teristics of the period under discussion, and 
the principles which guide its treatment 
by parent or teacher. This is followed or 
accompanied by general illustrations from 
various sources, and then comes an applica- 


school teacher. By this admirable method 
three chapters are devoted to early child- 
hood. The apparent lack of proportion must 
be justified by remembering that it is in the 
child’s first six years that, in general, the 
permanent bent is given. Upon primary 
teachers a responsibility lies heavier than that 
which any teacher of a later period needs to 
carry, and if only parents could be got to see 
and to realize that in the treatment of their 
first children during their first six years the 
whole secret of a successful family life must 
lie, they would give to teachings of such 
chapters as these most deep and prayerful 
consideration. It is all too easy for people 
interested in psychology and pedagogy to 
write books that are wise and true on the 
scientific side, but entirely lacking in one 
element which is remarkable in the book 
under notice. This isin the feeling fer the un- 
utterable value of the religious life. No one 
can read Mrs. Lamoreaux’s pages without 
feeling that, after all, the most urgent matter 
arent and teacher 
is to bring the ‘child to the personal knowl- 
edge and open confession © aon Christ as 
God’s appointed Saviour of men. (Zhe 
Unfolding Life. By Mrs. Antoinette A. 
Lamoreaux. . The Sunday School Times Co, 
75 cents, postpaid.) 

A Chronological New. Testament.— 
Some years ago Professor Robertson of Louis- 
ville, Kentucky, published a volume which 
is of especial interest just now in view of the 
New Testament Sunday-school lessons. It 
arranges. the New Testament books, so 
far as practicable, in the probable order 
of composition. Brief introductions and 
outlines are prefixed to each book, and two 
good. maps are inserted. The. American 
Standard New Testament Text is used, by 
an arrangement, with Nelsons, Such a 
chronological arrangement presents difficul- 
ties, especially in the case of the historical 
books. Hence Professor Robertson places the 
Gospels and Acts first, though believing that 
quite a number of the Epistles antedated_all 
of them, for the reason that the events they 
narrate preceded the Epistles. The Gospel 
according to Mark is properly given the first 
plate. In arranging the Epistles, the editor 
fully states the doubts as to the order he ac- 
‘cepts, and some scholars differ with him on 
several points. The Epistle of James is 
given the earliest place, and the Epistles to 
the Galatians, Romans, and Philippians, are 
printed in juxtaposition. The last place is 
assigned to Revelation, against the view, ad- 
vocated by many, that it was written quite 
early, and not in the reign of Domitian. 
The introductory notes are clear and judi- 
cious, and ample for the purpose they are 
designed to serve. ( Zhe Student's Chrono- 
logical New Testament. By Archibald T. 
Robertson. Revell. $1, net.) 


Two Works on Creation.—Two excel- 
lent works use with irresistible force the 
argument from design which appears in two 
different departments of science. Mr. Phin, 
after describing with great clearness the com- 
position of the atmosphere and its relations 
to life, brings us face to face with the fact 
that a very small variation in the relative 
amount of oxygen in the air would have made 
life as we know it impossible. If, for instance, 
‘*the amount of oxydizable matter in this 
globe had been the one five millionth part 
more than it is there would have been no 





oxygen at all in the atmosphere. . . . On the 





other hand, if the quantity of these oxydif# 
able materials had been reduced by one ten 
millionth part, the atmosphere would have 
been so rich in oxygen that organic matter 
would have been in constant danger of de- 
struction by fire’’ (p. 145). Such an adjust- 
ment to the necessities of life could not have 
been accidental. (7he Evolution of the 
Atmosphere as a Proof of Design and Pur- 
pose in the Creation and of the Existence of 
a Personal God. By John Phin. cg eo 
Publication Company, 16 Thomas Streef, 
New York City. 
cents. ) 


Mr. Holbrook, in the other volume, shows 
clearly that ‘‘ there are eight comprehensive 
events recorded in Genesis in the order in 
which, in the present state of knowledge, 
they appear to be recorded in the book of 
nature. ... The possible different order in 
which eight items could be arranged number 
40, 320’’ (p. 73). He well says that to hit 
by mere chance the correct combination out 
of this great number of possible combinations 
would be next to impossible, especially in tlie 
crude scientific age in which Genesis was 
written. The first chapter of Genesis must 
have been written by the aid of divine inspir- 
ation. (Zhe Panorama of Creation, as Pre- 
sented in Genesis, Considered in its Relation 
with the Autographic Record as Deciphered 
by Scientists. By David L. Holbrook. The 
Sunday School Times Company. 50 cents 
net, postpaid.) 

Two Volumes on Acts.—Designed for 
the same class of readers, the two books here 
noticed are entirely different in method, 
Professor Gilbert, who has previously pub- 
lished: two volumes covering the same period 
of Christian history, here appears as a con- 
tributor to a series entitled ‘* The Bible for 
Home and School,’’ under the general edi- 
torship of Professor Shailer Mathews. The 
aim of the series is ‘‘to place the results of 
the best modern biblical scholarship at the 
disposal of the general reader,’’ and to do 
this with brevity, by presenting results rather 
than processes. The text commented on is 
that of the Revised Version of 1881. Pro- 
fessor Gilbert has faithfully carried out the 
announced purpose. The Introduction, 
though brief, is thorough ; the Lucan author- 
ship is amply discussed. The terse notes on 
the text are easily referred to, as a distinctive 
mark in the passage itself calls attention to 
them. The chronology in the Introduction 
seems to be in the main that of Harnack, yet 
in the notes the later date of the accession 
of Festus (A. D. 60) is preferred. The visit 
of Paul to Jerusalem narrated in Galatians is 
identified with that detailed in Acts 15. The 
South-Galatian theory of Professor Ramsay 
is stated, but not accepted. The yolume is 
small in size, well printed, and makes a user 
ful hand-book. (Zhe Bible for Home. and 
School: Acts. By Dr. George Holley Gil- 
bert. New York: Macmillan. 75 cents, 
net.) - 


The other volume is by Miss E. M. Knox, 
Principal ot Havergal College, Toronto, and 
a sister of the Anglican Bishop of Manches- 
ter. She has already published two volumes, 
similar in design and method, on the books 
of Genesis and Exodus, the general title 
being ‘‘ Bible Lessons for Schools.’? The 
book is not a commentary, but a combina- 
tion of paraphrase, exposition, and practical 
application, woven into a continuous narra- 
tive. The method is. therefore historical, 
and Miss Knox has availed herself of modern 
works in gathering her material. The Au- 
thorized Version is made the basis, as was 
probably wise, in view of the readers for 
whom the book was designed; but there 


$1.25 net; postage, 6 


would have been a gain in accuracy at many |. 


points if the superior excellence of the Re- 
vised Version had been more fully recog- 
nized. The narrative is divided into fifty 
lessons, and thus adapted for use in schools. 
The style is lucid, and the practical sugges- 
tions informing and edifying. Naturally, there 
is little discussion of chronological and other 
mooted points. The writer is to be con- 
gratulated upon the success with which she has 
carried out her expressed design, and the at- 
tractive method she has employed may stimu- 
late young people to a wider study of early 
church history. (ible Lessons for Schools : 
The Acts of the Apostles. By Principal (Miss) 
E. M. Knox. Macmillan. 7§ cents.) 
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JUST PUBLISHED! 


THE SCOFIELD 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


With a new system of connected topical references to all the 
greater themes of Scripture 


added helps at hard places, explanations of seeming discrepan- 
cies, and a new system of paragraphs. 


Edited by REV. C. I. 


specimen will be sent to any address 
A tull descriptive civeutar and specimen pages y 


OXFORD UNIVERSITY PRESS 
AMERICAN BRANCH: 35 West 32nd Street, NEW: YORK 


, with annotations, revised marginal 
definitions, and index, to which are 


SCOFIELD, D.D. 


with the assistance of many of the most 
eminent scholars and divines. 


BREVIER 8vo, BLACK FACE TYPB 





Size 8x5}s inches 
Nos. Oxford White Paper-Edition 
‘loth, round cormers ......:..-. $2.00 
71—French SEUNG IDs 6 0 0 ob 3c 8 0 @ 3.50 
73—French morocco, divinity circuit. . . . . 4.00 
79—Alaska seal, divinity circuit...) .: ; 5.00 
Oxford India Paper Edition 
ae - one inch thick ; 9 
—Al: eonk, BMD wc whe tc cece . 
aan seal, divinity ote it ae +4 
—Real morocco, divinity circuit... . 00 
88x—Sealskin, Giveety GBC . ww cc eee 10.00 
Sold by all Booksellers 


















A new edition with thirty-two additional es of new songs never before 
This book is the only book used in the Philadel $ 


“The King’s Business,” “‘ The Glory Song,” “‘ Grace Enough for Me,” Etc. 


Prices— Manilla binding, $x0 a hundred; single copy, 15 cents. 
; 25 cents. A sample copy will convince you. 


board $22.50 a hundr 


Address, PARLEY E. ZARTMANN, = 


uu blished. 
iphia Simultaneous Evangelistic Campaign. 


Cloth 





* WINONA LAKE, IND. 
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THE HEIDELBERG PRESS, 


LEHMAN, 
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The new Sunday- 

school song book 

by William f. Kirk- 
t bea 


patrick and J. H. Fillmore. Contains the mos 


tiful son 


neh 
you ever heard. Returnable copy mailed 
Elm 


for examination. Fillmore Music House, 52 
St., Cincinnati, O.; also 41-43 Bible House, N.Y. 
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Sunday-school 
BANNERS! 


If you desire a banner for your Sunday-school, 
combining beauty with cheapness, 


Write for Our Mlustrated Price List. 
MacCALLA & CO., Inc., 249 Dock St., Philadelphia 
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1.50 
pages, thou- 
and retail Mailed for 15 cents (stamps). 
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BANNERMAN, 501 Broadway, NEW YORK 
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Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class niatter.” 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is published 
weekly at the following rates, for either old or 
néw subscribers, These rates include postage: 

: Five or more copies, either to 
75 cts. separate addresses or in a pack- 
age to one address, 75 cents each, per year. 

One copy, or any number of 
$1 00 copies less than five, $1.00 each, 
per year. One copy, five years, $4.00. 

To Canada, on account of extra postage, 
the above rates become $1 and $1.50 respect- 
ively, for yearly subscriptions. 

* One free copy addi- 
Free Copies tional will be allowed 
for every ten copies paid for in a club at the 
75 cent rate, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rate, which includes postage : 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

Five or more copies, in a package to one Address, 
5 shillings each. 

For Great :Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 21 War- 
wick Lane, Léndon, E. C., will receive yearly or half- 

early subscriptions at the above rate, the paper to 
be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
Mr. Downie can also supply the other publications of 
The Sunday School 'Yimes Company. 


THE SuNDAY ScHOOL TimEs Co., Publishers, 
1031 Waliv®®ereet-Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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A Living From Poultry on a City Lot 


$1,500 IN-TEN MONTHS FROM SIXTY HENS ON A CORNER OF A CITY LOT 





you every word of the above statement. 


The New System Covers All Branches of the Work N 


from selecting the breeders to marketing the product. 
an:| how to raise nearly all the chicks hatched. It gives compl 
business and at less than half the cost required to handle the 

plicated work, and any man or woman that can hand 


The Philo System Is Unlike All Other Ways of Keeping 
and in many respects is just the reverse, accomplishing things in poultry work that have always been considered impossible, 
getting unheard- y results that are hard to believe without seeing; however, the facts remain the same, and we can prove 
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and 
ve to 


y for S 





It tells how to get eggs that will hatch, | He to hatch nearly every e 
ete eo in detail how to make ata | aay to run the 


try business in any other manner. 


je a saw and hammer can do the work. 


Two Pound Broilers in Eight Weekes 


' are raised in space of less than a square foot 
here three cents per pound above the highest market price. 


Our Six Months Old Pullets are Laying at the 
Rate of 24 Eggs Each Per Month 
th of two square feet for each bird. No grecn cut bone 
of any be pe oy is fed, and the food used is inexpensive as 
compared wit others are u.ing 
aot new — te Philo System of Progressive 
Poultry Keeping, gives full particulars regarding Ean 
wonderful Haeorteon: with simple, easy -to-understand d 
tion that are right to the point, and 15 pages of Geecwetiees 
showing all branches of the' work froin start to finish. 


Don’t Let the Chicks Die in the Shell 
One of our secrets of success is to save all the chickens 
that are fully developed at hatching time, whether they can 
crack the shell or not. It is a simple trick and believed to 
be the secret of the Ancient Egyptians and Chinese which 
enabled them to sell the chicks at 10 cents a dozen. 
Chicken Feed at 15 Cents ‘a Bushel 
Our book tells how to make the best green feed with but 
little trouble and have a good supply any day in the ‘year, 
winter or summer. It is just as inpossible to get a large 


eg yield without green food as it is to keep a cow without 
fodder. 


Our New Brooder Saves 2 Cents 
on Eath Chicken 

No lamp ee No of chilling, overheating or 
vee ye up the chickens as with brooders using lamps or any 
kind = also —— all a lice — seed nee 
matically or any that © on when jac n e 
brooder. Our book gives full oh and the right to make and 
use One can be easily made in’ an hour at a cost of 
25 to $0 cents. 


Send $1.00, ond a copy of the latest revised edition of the 
Philo System will be sent by return mail. The latest edition 
has many pages of additional reading matter, and by ordering 
direct you are sure to get the latest and most approved book. 


E. R. PHILO, Publisher 
455 Third Street ELMIRA, N. Y. 








to the broiler without any loss, and the broilers are of the very best quality, bringing 





ome A FEW TESTIMONIALS 


Valiey Falls, N. Y., Sept. 5, 1907. 

It was my privilege to spend a week in Elmira — 
August, during which time I saw the practical workin, 
the Philo System ef K ing Poultry, and was surprise ot 
the results accomplish in a small corner of a city yard. 
**Seeing is believing,’' they say, and if 1 had not seen, it 
wouk! have been hard to believe that such results could have 
followed so small an outlay of space, time and money. 

(Rev.) W. W. Cox. 


Oct. 22, 19°8, 
P. S.—A year's observation, and some experience of my 
own, confirm me in what I wrote Sept. 5, 1907. .The System 
has been tried so long and by so many, that there can no 
doubt as to its worth and adaptability. It is especially val- 
uable -to parties havinyy but a small place for for “chickens; 
seven feet square is pleaty for a flock od coven. —(Rev.) 


W. Cox. 
Ransomville, N. Y., Dec. 5, 1908, 
Dear Sir: — Last Spring we purchased your book entitled 
“Philo System’’ and used your apes broocders last 
* Spring and summer. The same great help to us 
in raising chicks in the, health and mortaity, = chicks 
being stronger and ae than those raised on the brood- 
ers Sith supplied heat. We believe that this brooder fis the 
best thing out yet for raising chicks successfully. Pag ~~ = 
25,000 chicks through your heatless brooders 
season and expect to use it more completely this “coming 
season. We have had some of the most pou! 
from all over the United States here, also a large amount ‘ot 
visitors whe come daily to our plant, and without any ex- 
ception they pronounce our stock the finest and healthiest 
they have seen anywhere this year. 
Respectfully yours, W. R. pone 


Skaneateles, N. Y., $, 1908. 


One me of the Philo System entitled ‘ ‘A ick of the 
Trade,’ book 
cost. 


worth three times the amount the 









send on my last hatch fifty chicks which are doing 
y Rease. 


nicely. 




















BUFFALO 









ative, 
are far 


“In many forms of Nervous 
ghephatee it is invaluable.” 
TE, ntanener 


LimHiA SpRIncs WATER 


A Powerful Nerve Tonic and Restorative. 
Does it Contain Hypophosphites 
of Lime and ell 


those wh Te constant use, personaly and 


Charies G. Hill, M. D., 
Exhaustion, 


medical testimony mailed. For sale by the general drug and mineral 
Hotel and Springs open June 15. 


Buffalo Lithia Springs Water Co. 


BUFFALO LITHIA SPRINGS, VIRGINIA 








Professor Of Nervous and Mental Dis- 
azsea, Baltymore Medical Collape, 
accompanying 


an excess of urates 

















For Bible ‘Students 





ADORE ON DEVELOPMENT OF THE 


MEMOR Mailed 
works. 
Scriptures Memory Li 


free to introduce educational | vestment 
Mention this ibrary, for leaflets on Memorizing | 
ry, 4 Park Place, New York. 


| Business Opportunities 





| % GOLD BONDS, secured by New York Real 
interest guaranteed, ae grade fer 
t ior 


| or district superintendent. for each of the.' 


Estate ; 
Any. /rite to-day 
Booklet S'S New Y a Realty Owners, 489 
Avenue, ox York. 
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The New Graded Lesson Courses 


And how the interested worker can get them properly introduced in the school 
By Angelina W. Wray, Author of “‘ The Beginners’ Department ” 





—————_—___ 








Out of the discussion and study and experience of years, the Graded Series of 


the International Sunday-school Lessons has come into being. 


The Lesson 


Committee, with the studies and lesson plans of a noteworthy group of Elemen- 
tary Workers at their disposal, and with the invited and valued criticism of more 
than seventy Sunday-school specialists in the Umited States and Canada. issued 
in January of this year the outlines of the First Year’s Lessons for the Begin- 
ners, Primary, and Junior Departments. A general scheme of lessons is in prepa- 


ration for all departments. 


Why such lessons are needed, how they can be used 


by any Sunday-school, and answers to some of the questions you are likely to 
ask about them, will be set forth by Miss Wray in three illuminating and very 


practical articles, of which this is the first. 


The Sunday School Times Com- 


pany is planning to furnish adequate help to those who use this series. 


ROM many parts of the Sunday-school 
world come pzans of rejoicing because 
the Optional Graded Course of Inter- 

national Lessons will soon be ready for use. 
In August or September the First-Year lessons 
for each of the first three grades, Beginners, 
Primary, and Junior, will be issued by the 
various publishing houses, and a dream will 
become a reality. 

The important problem now confronting 
those who recognize the great value of the 
new course is how to get it before the work- 
ers, making it so familiar that the teachers in 
even the most remote Sunday-schools may 
have an opportunity to compare it with the 
former ungraded course, and then, seeing its 
superiority, choose that instead of the old. 

‘o those who have long anticipated this 
step on the part of the International workers 
it seems almost incredible that there are 
many schools that have never ‘heard of it, 
and many others that are intensely opposed 
to it, yet such is undoubtedly the case.. Of 
course the new plans will be ably presented 
at the. different summer schools, county con- 
ventions, institutes, and graded unions, but 
in spite of the most earnest ‘effort only the 
merest fractional part of the great number of 
teachers will attend these gatherings, and 
even if present they will be, for the most 
part, those who have already heard of ‘the 
movement, so there still remains the vast 
army of workers who know nothing of it. 

Literature concerning it will without doubt 
be freely sent out by the publishing houses, 
but even that will not entirely solve the 
question, for printed matter of any kind often 
meets with slight attention. 

How, then, can the matter be so presented 
that it will receive a fair hearing and be 
properly understood by all whom it was de- 
signed to aid ? 

Some practical suggestions are herewith 
made with the full knowledge that if carried 
out they cannot fail to be successful. The 
county superintendents of elementary work 
are certainly most vitally interested in the 
matter. In every state, perhaps, it is they 
who come most closely into touch with the 
difficulties that beset the teachers’ paths. 
‘They know, as no one else can know, the 
conditions under which work is done in the 
largest, best-equipped city schools, and in 
the little country. schools away back in the 
farthest corner of sparsely populated districts. 
At close range they meet superintendents 
and teachers of every grade of intelligence, 
every bias of mind. If every county super- 
intendent could visit all the schools in her 
county before October, when the new les- 
sons are intended to begin, and should pre- 
sent their claims, it would be strange, indeed, 
if definite results were not attained. Uj;for- 
tunately, few county superintendents have 
sufficient leisure to make this at all possible. 
To visit eighty, ninety, one hundred, or one 
hundred and fifty schools, widely separated 
as is the case in many counties, requires a 
large amount of time, far more than. the 
average officer can command. Besides, 
even if this could be done, the work would 
have to be outlined in so sketchy a manner, 
in the endeavor to interest all the elementary 
teachers, that many would fail to compre- 
hend the plan even then. 

One other set of officers, sometimes hardly 
thought of, often overlooked, hold, it seems 
to me, the key to the whole situation. The 
wise ‘county superintendent, realizing her 
own insufficiency, has appointed, or has had 
elected at the county convention, a township 


twelve, fourteen, or other number of town- 
ships in the county, under her care. If 
wisely chosen these district workers have 
already proved of incalculable value. Just 
as the township secretaries help the county 
secretary by collecting and compiling statis- 
tics for the yearly reports, so the district 
superintendents gather information concern- 
ing elementary work, It is their reports 
that give the county superintendents the best 
basis of comparison. It is through. them 
that she can give to those who seek her aid 
the wisest counsel, urging those in one dis- 
trict to come up to the standard reached by 
other workers in another district under prac- 
tically the same conditions, or, and this is 
just as important although often neglected, 
prevent earnest workers from growing dis- 
couraged because they cannot do the same 
things when the conditions differ too widely. 

As a county superintendent, I want to 
bear witness to the splendid service ren- 
dered so willingly—aye, so enthusiastically 
—by the district superintendents I have met 
and known. But they are capable of still 
greater service, and it is to them we must 
look for the greatest help at this time. 

The county superintendent cannot visit 
every school, she cannot even write to every 
school without expending time that might be 
expended to more practical value. The 
best letters lack the inspiration that comes 
from personal conversation. She can, how- 
ever, hold meetings of her district superin- 
tendents at her home or at some other place, 
at which she can present the whole matter so 
clearly and effectively that they will realize 
the importance, and be ready to do their ut- 
most to help. She has thus provided herself 
with several trusty lieutenants, eager, ener- 
getic, and with adequate knowledge of the 
situation, These district workers will find 
it easy to arrange meetings in their own par- 
ticular districts, —parlor meetings, perhaps, 
meetings to be held in country schoolhouses 
or village churches, in other cases, to which 
all the teachers of special grades may be in- 
vited, For instance, cards like the following 
might be written or printed and distributed : 





PARLOR CONFERENCE 
At the Home of Mrs. J. Stockton 
gt Warren Street, Woodbridge 
Friday, May 2, 1909 





All Sunday-school teachers in Raritan 
District who have boys or girls of from nine 
to twelve years in their classes are most 
cofdially invited. 

Mrs. Miller, our county superintendent, 
will present a matter of deep importance. 
A bright, —— helpful meeting. 

Signed 
a“ Miss NELLIE HUBERT, 
District Supt. 














If the. county superintendent cannot be 
present herself, but has given the requisite 
information to the district worker, the latter 
may very profitatly conduct the conference. 
In any case, she should arrange the details 
of the meeting. Primary teachers may. be 
invited to another. conference, and those 
who have charge. of beginners to another. 
The advantages of this plan are at once ap- 
parent. It is not at all likely that all the 


teachers who receive invitations will attend, 


but-even if only seven or. eight from one dis- 


trict are present, they will be: those/who are 


( Continued on.next Page; second column). 











LESSON FOR APRIL I! 


HOUSEROLD 
LUBRICAN - 


Keep a can in thekitchen, another 
one upstairs, and then when things 
begin to rattle, and screech and 
sing—put a drop on the I 

Household Lubricant is an . 

prepared for home use. not 
gum, corrode 
or injure the 
most delicate 
bearing. Use 
it wherever a 
lubricant is 
needed, Saves 
wear and tear. 
Prevents rust. 





“¥y0l SEHOL) 
ly LUBRICANT Y 


ee 








387 cash replies to a single adver- 
tisement—and they are still coming at 
the rate of about 10 a day. 

That is the good record already 


_ made by one insertion in this paper 


of an offer from the Book-publishing 


Department of The Sunday School | 
Times, and thus far 2529 booklets of | 


interest to superintendents and teach- 
ers have been sold in response to that 
offer. 

Every one who answered that ad- 
vertisement took advantage of infor- 
mation and opportunity in securing 
something definitely useful. 

There are many other hints in 
every issue of the paper—in /h7s issue 
—about ways of meeting needs of 
many kinds. 

To cultivate the habit of writing to 
The Sunday School Times advertisers 
about their offers will bring you into 
constant touch with many valued op- 
portunities. 








Most children eat too much, 
overtax the digestion, get 
thin, weak, languid, stop 
growing—that’s malnutrition 
or non-digestion of food. 


Scott's Emulsion 


has helped countless thous- 
ands in this condition. It is 
both nourishment and 
medicine—a most powerful 
aid to digestion. 


A small dose three times a 
day will work wonders, 
but be sure to get Scott’s. 





Send this together with name of 

paper in which it appears, your address and four 
postage, and we will send you a 

“Complete Handy Atlas of the World’”’ 

SCOTT & BOWNE, 409 Pearl Street, New York 


(Acts 32 : 1-19) 


( Continued from preceding page) 


face to face with the actual teaching work, 
meeting the same lems Sunday after 
Sunday, and will gain help in this, as in po 
other way 

If it is impracticable under certain condi- 
tions to hold three meetings in a district the 
teachers of all the elementary grades may b 
invited to the same one, and the plans pre- 
sented to the one grade by the district super- 
intendent, to the second by the county officer, 
while the third may receive special help 
afterward. The former plan is, of course, 
far more valuable. By these meetings the 
workers are met at first hand, the aims of 
the course are fully explained and questions 
asked and answered. 

A special invitation to each meeting may 
very wisely be sent to the superintendent of 
each school. He is, or should be, inter- 
ested in the work of all departments. His 
influence, combined with that of the teach- 
ers, may be necessary. to induce the Sunday- 
school board to vote the necessary money 
for supplies, or convert some of the teachers 
of older classes who may be inclined to think 
*¢the whole thing is all nonsense.’’ 

The conferences should be carefully 
planned. They should be bright and at- 
tractive as well as instructive. ‘The speakers 
should be able to present the advantages of 
the new course clearly and with interest. 
Not only that, they should be ready and 
willing to answer questions that may arise. 
A plentiful supply of printed information 
concerning the different lessons should be 
on hand so that the spoken word may be re- 
inforced by the printed matter. Leaflets of 
this kind are gladly supplied, free of charge, 
by the various Sunday-school supply houses, 
and may be had for the asking. The meet- 
ing should be informal, with ample oppor- 
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tunity for free discussion, The serving of 
light refreshments adds to the informality and 
cheerfulness of the occasion, and often bri 

the workers into closer sympathy through the 
sociability engendered. nexpensive sou- 
venirs, such as post-cards of the church in 
which the meeting is held (if it be held in 
one), little bows of ribbon of some appropri- 
ate color on which the name of the grade 
has been written, or real or artificial flowers 
sngeeenve of the various ages may be given, 
and will be received with great pleasure. 
For instance, a knot of rose-pink ribbon or a 
pink rosebud may be given to the teachers 
of beginners, white and gold ribbon or a 
daisy may suggest the primary grade, and 


blue ribbon or a pansy has been used for. 


junior grades. None of these things are es- 
sential to the success of the conference, but, 
if tried, you will find they add immeasurably 
to its popularity. 

While the spirit of good fellowship should 
prevail, the meeting should be intensely de- 
votional. No one present should be per- 
mitted to feel that because the Sunday-school 
world is about to take a forward step educa- 
tionally, it is to take a spiritual step back- 
ward, God’s aid should be earnestly invoked 
to help the workers see that the new lessons 
ought to draw the children nearer God than 
the old lessons could, because they are bet- 
ter adapted to their understanding and de- 
velopment. 

At the meetings of the district superin- 
tendents the county officer should discuss 
some of the questions and objections that 
will have to be met, thus enabling them to 
be ready with intelligent answers. In my 
next paper I shall present several that have 
already arisen, and suggest answers that may 
be used to convince those who are in doubt, 


New Brunswick, N. J. 








| Methods for a 


Brighter Easter 





Making Each One Responsible 


PROGRAM that enlists the special co- 
A operation of every one in the school 

has great advantages, Notice how 
this is done in the First Congregational 
Church of Peoria, Ill., Charles C. Miles, 
superintendent : 


ORDER OF SERVICE 


Bell (perfect silence). 

School rise (with first notes of orchestra). 

Sing, Gloria Patri. 

In unison, From that time forth began Jesus 
to show unto his disciples how that he must go 
unto Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the 
elders and chief priests and scribes; and be 
raised again the third day. 

Sing, ‘‘ Sweetly the birds are singing at Easter 
dawn.”’ 

Prayer, Dr. M. J. Solenberger. 

Song, ‘‘ He is risen’’ (primary class), 

To-day's lesson, pastor. 

Easter verses (primary class). 

Song, ‘‘ Christ the Lord is risen again (school, 
New Alleluia, page 82, four verses). 

Recitation, ‘‘An Easter Song *’ (Don Green- 
man). 

Tenor solo, Mr. emg A Velde. 

Reading, ‘‘ Margie’s ter Flowers*’ (Miss 
Esther Brockway). 

Song, ‘' Ring on, Glad Easter Bells"’ (school, 
New Alleluia, page 48). 


The Easter Story (John 20 : 1-18). 
Responsive Service 


Supt.: The first day of the week cometh 
Mary Magdalene early, when it was yet dark, 
unto the sepulchre, and seeth the stone taken 
away from the sepulchre. 

School: Then she runneth, and cometh to 
Simon Peter, and to the other disciple, whom 
Jesus loved, and saith unto them, They have 
taken away the Lord out of the sepulchre, and 
we know not where they have laid him. 

Assistant Supt. Hiatt: Peter therefore went 
forth, and that other disciple and came to the 
sepulchre. 

Schoal: So they ran both together: and the 
other disciple did outrun Peter, and came first 
to the sepulchre. 

Supt.: And he stooping down, and looking 
in, saw the linen clothes lying ; yet went he 
not in. 

School: ‘Then cometh Simén Peter following 
him, arid went into the sepulchre, and seeth the 
linen clothes lie. 

Assistant Supt. Mrs. Keene: And the nap- 
kin, that was about his head, not lying with the 
linen clothes, but wrapped together in a place 
by itself. 

School; Then went in also that other disci- 











ple, which came first to the sepulchre, and he 
saw, and believed. , 

Men and Boys: Foras yet they knew not the 
scripture, that he must rise again from the 
dead. 

School: Then the disciples went away again 
unto their own home. 

Supt. : But Mary stood without at the sepul- 
chre weeping : and as she be she stooped 
down, and looked into the sepulchre, 

School: And seeth two angels in white sitting, 
the one at the head, and the other at the feet, 
where the body of Jesus had lain. 

Women and Girls: And they say unto her, 
Woman, why weepest thou? She saith unto 
them, Because they have taken away my Lord, 
and | know not where they have laid him. 

School: And when she had thus said, she 


( Continued on next page, third column) 








Less Meat 
Advice of Family Physician 


Formerly people thought meat neces- 

~—_ for strength and muscular vigor. 
he man who worked hard was sup- 

posed to require meat two or three times 

aday. Science has found out differently. 

It is now a common thing for the 
family physician to order less meat, as 
in the following letter from a New York 
man: 

‘*I had suffered for years with dys- 
pepsia and nervousness. My physician 
advised me to eat less meat and greasy 
foods generally. I tried several things 
to take the place of my usual breakfast 
of chops, fried potatoes, etc., but got no 
telief until I tried Grape-Nuts food. 

‘‘ After using Grape-Nuts for the cereal 
part of my meals for two years,.I am now 
awell man. Grape-Nuts benefited my 
health far more than the $500.00 worth 
of medicine I had taken before. 

‘*My wife and children are healthier 
than they had been for years, and we 
are a very happy family, largely due to 
Grape-Nuts. 

‘We have been so much benefited by 
Grape-Nuts that it would be ungrateful 
not to acknowledge it.” 

Name given by Postum Co., Battle 
Creek, Mich. Read ‘‘ The Road to Well- 
ville,” in pkgs. ‘* There’s a Reason.” 

Ever read the above letter? A new 
one appears from time totime. They 
= genuine, true, and fullof human 
in 
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ONCE GROWN ALWAYS GROWN 
is the reason why for many years t I have 
done such an enormous ond Custer. 63,242 
customers in Pennsylvania alone, with almost 
half a million the world over. My New Seed Book 
Sor 1909 is a wonder; it contains every thing in 
seeds, bulbs and plants worth growing. Weighs 
10 ounces, costs 5 cents to mail, contains over 600 
illustrations. First edition 350,000 copies. Any 
gardener can have it for the asking. Address 
WM. HENRY MAULE 
1711 Filbert St. Philadelphia, Pa. 


If you mention The Sunday School Times, F will 








enclose a packet of the above pansy free of charge. ; 














Do You Hear Well? 


The Stolz Electrophone—A New, Scientific 
Practical Invention for Those Who Are 
Deaf or P: Now 
be Tested in Your Own Heme. 
Deaf or partially deaf ple may now makea month's 
trial of the Stolz E hone at home, This is un- 
usually important news tor the deaf, for by this plan 
the final selection of the one completely satiefactory 

hearing aid is made easy ee ey 








everyone. 
new invention (U. 
8.Patent No.763,575) ren- 


ramey, wonightty aoa 
frequently harmful de- 


usually the nat | 
Mrs, O. Lidesks, $98 19th Ave,, May. | NOWAlIy, “ce 
wi sespiccous than theceone | te gradually na tse 





Business Man & Opinion 
STOLZ ELECTROPHONE CO., Iam pleased 
to say that the Eleotrophonets rysatlafacto Bet 


small in size and at in arena se feo mahes 
PREFERABLE ANY I HAVETRIED, and I believe 
lhavetried all ofthem Ivan tttoali 
sons who have defective hearing.—M. W. HOYT, Whole. 
sale Grocer, Michigan Ave. and River 8t., Chicago. 
Write or call at our Chicago office for particulars of our 
personal home test offer and list of prominent endorsers 
ner will answer inguiries. Physicians cordially invited to 
vestigate. Address or call (call if you can). 


Stolz Electrophone Co., ttn floor, Chicaga| 


Branch Offices: Philadelphia, Cincinnati, , 
vilie, Pittsburg, Los Angeles, Seattle Des Moines, Toronto. 
Foreign Office: 32-35 Fleet 8t., London, Eng 

















The 
Beginners’ 
Department 


By 
ANGELINA W. WRAY 
Author of 
**Jean Mitchell’s School,”’ 
** Glimpses of Child Nature,”’ etc. 


The author is a primary teacher 
of wide experience. The book is 
remarkable in its suggestiveness. 
It is full of plans and devices, pro- 
grams and songs, that will delight 
the heart of the teacher of the 
younger Sunday-school scholars. 


Price, 50 cents, postpaid 


THE SuNDAY, SCHOOL TimEs Co. 
1031..WALNUT' ST., ‘PHILADELPHIA. 
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Why stir up the Dust Demon to Frenzy like this ? 





WHY THIS $25 VACUUM CLEANER 
Does the Work of a Large Power Plant 


Many persons think of Vacuum Cleaning only in 
connection with a big gas engine hauled around on a 
wagon or a big stationary power plant costing $500, 
$1,000 and upwards. 

‘Therefore t are astonished when told that the 
IDEAL VACUUM CLEANER, which weighs onl 
20 pounds and is 


The Motor Force operates the Pump. The pump 
sucks the air from the Tank or rator so as to 
create in ita Vacuum. To fill this Vacuum, air whirls 
in through Nozzle and Hose, carrying with it dirt, 
dust, grit, germs and all other foreign matter. 


Why heretofore has there been need cf a Motor 


ted either by hand ora little ;,... 3 
electric motor, is perfection Vacuum Voces | wall a = ay i ny of BS 
Cleaning principle. the ectusl cleaning is ‘done—out in the street or 
h this astonishment there is no need. Here are Gown in the cellar—so that the Force has had ‘o 
the facts ; : 


operate through pipes and tubing over long distances 
and around sharp angles. é 


Only that and nothing more. 


Every Vacuum Cleaning, system consists of four 
essential parts : (”) Motor Force; (2) Suction Pump; 
(3) Filtering Tank or Separator ; (4) Hose with Nozzle. 


The Ideal Vacuum Cleaner 


FEN it Bats Up the birt’ 


—right on the spot, 





Or 
Electric 
Motor 











In this strong, compact, portable machine, all the parts of the most efficient Vacuum 
Cleaning system are for the first time scientifically and ec icall trated. 

And that is why the force you put in it by hand, or the force from a little motor connected with any electric 
light fixture, does the same actual cleaning work that is done by the big engine—and does it and 
with more convenience. 


All the power of the Ideal Vacuum Cleaner is right where it is wanted. No 
surplus power has to be developed to take it there, and all its power being 
directly applied to cleaning purposes, none is wasted. Order at once so as 
to have your Ideal before house-cleaning time. 


You can’t keep your carpets, rugs, curtains, upholstery, wall decorations, etc., clean with"broom and brush, 
nd feast of all with carpet-sweeper. ‘Vacuum Cleaning is the only right means, and with the IDEAL 
/ACUUM CLEANER at your service, there is no longer any excuse for your being without its benefits. 

2 as 2 can afford the ; 
IDEA skill needed 
to operate it. Compared 
with sweeping, it is no work 
at all.. Every machine 
guaranteed. 


Your Protection 
That you; may safel 
place your confidence in it 
and order a machine now, 
is shown by the large book 
of enthusiastic testimonials 
sent us by a. of .the § 
nearly 12,500 purchasers of 
the machines, sold in less 
than nine months. This 
proves its merits and is 

your protection. 

Let us tell you how you 
can get one of these won- 
derful machines promptly. 
Also send for our Free [l- 
lustrated Booklet, It tells 
an interesting story of a re- Ff 
markable saving in money 
time, labor, health and 
strength, Send for it to-day. 


Vacuum Cleaner | Co., 225 Fifth Ave., New York 
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This Paper Every Week 


3 MONTHS 25 


a3 ISSUES) 


Wil! you say so to your fellow work- 


ers who are just now missing the 
help that you are havingre A free 
specimen copy will be sent to each 
one whose name and address you 
send us. 

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO. 


1031 WALNUT ST,., PHILADELPHIA, PA, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





( Continued from preceding page) 
turned hers If back, and saw Jesus standing, 
and knew not that it was ‘Jesus. 

Assistant Supt. Hiatt: Jesus saith unto her, 
Woman, why weepest thou? Whom seekest 
thou? She, supposing him to be the gardener, 
saifh unto him, Sir, if thou have borne him 

nce, tell me where thou hast laid him, and I 

I take him away. 

School: Jesus saith unto her, Mary. She 
turned herself, and saith anto him, Rabboni ; 
which is to say, Master. 

Assistant Supt. Mrs. Keene : Jesus saith unto 
her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended 
to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say 
unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your 
Father ; and to my God, and your Ged. 

School; Mary Magdalene came and told the 
disciples that she had seen the Lord, and that 
he had spoken these things unto her. 

Pastor: And many other signs truly did 
Jesus in the presence of his disciples, which are 
not written in this book : But these are written, 
that ye might believe that Jesus is the Christ, 
the Son of God; and that believing ye might 
have life through his name. 





Announcements, 

Report of star classes (every member present 
with his own Bible or Testament). 

Lesson study, twenty minutes. 
| ell, classes will please assemble promptly 
and quietly for closing service. 

‘The Apostles’ Creed, in unison. 

Closing cong, ‘*A Prayer,’’ ‘‘Heavenly Father, 
as we bow before thee"’ (all rise). 

Pastor's benediction, ‘‘And now unto him 
that is able to keep you from falling, and to 
present you faultless before the presence of his 
glory with exceeding joy; to the Only wise 

od our Saviour be glory and majesty, do- 
minion and power, both now and ever. Amen. 
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**Compel Them to Come In!” 


RINTED invitations are used to great 
advantage at Easter. Superintendent 

W. Burnet Easton sent out to the 
Presbyterian Sunday-school members of 
Stroudsburg, Pa., a letter that brought in 
good returns, Of the 380 pupils, including 
Home Department and Cradle Roll, 232 re- 
sponded, and the offering was four times as 
large as the regularone. Here is the letter: 








DEAR SCHOLAR: 

‘This is just a reminder to you that you 
are expected to be in your place this coming 
Easter Sunday, when our Sunday-school, by 
special services, commemorates the death and 
resurrection of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ. 

Surely, no time in all the year is it as impor- 
tant for us to be in our place, even at consider- 
able sacrifice, than this occasion. Is any sac- 
rifice too great for us to make to show Him we 
love and thank him for his great sacrifice to us? 

Please be present. Come in the spirit of 
worship, praise, and thanksgiving, and we will 
receive a great blessing. If for any reason you 
cannot come, will you send a message ? 

In order to show in a material way our love, 
we are going to set aside the collection that day 
to help the poor famine sufferers in Japan, so 
come with a liberal offering. 

Cordially yours in the Master's service, 

W. BURNET EASTON, 
Superintendent. 


In a New Jersey School colored tickets 
were circulated broadcast, and brought in 
half a thousand attendants on Easter Day. 
This is a copy, omitting the name of the 
school : 








A SMILING FACE WILL ADMIT YOU 


to our 


ANNUAL SUNSHINE SESSION 
Easter Sunday Afternoon, April 19 
2.30 O’clock 
BRILLIANT PROGRAM OF EASTER MuSic 
Church Auditorium 
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Helping the Mission Work 


ASTER is designated as a day for offer- 
ings to missions by more than one de- 
nomination, and some Sunday-schools 

make remarkably large offerings. Mite boxes 
and envelopes are in common use and mis- 
sion boards furnish programs, In the Church 
of the Holy Apostles of Philadelphia, it has 
been the custom of the superintendent, 
George C, Thomas, to make a personal offer- 
ing on Easter Day equal to the amount con- 
tributed by the school. This has been known 








to bring the whole offering up to about $10,- 
ooo. It represents on the part of the 1,500 
| members the gathering, through gifts and 


| earnings of about $5,000 during the Lenten 
' season of nearly seven weeks. -Another 


(Lesson for April 11) MARCH 27, 1909 


' notable example of what can be done is 
furnished by one of Indiana’s very largest 
Sunday-schools, that of the Methodist Epis- 
copal of Brazil. W. E, Carpenter, the pro- 
gressive superintendent of this school, de- 
scribes the methods used in this way : 

‘*We had been planning for weeks for 
this great day, which is the day that we 

ize as making our gifts for missions. 

‘‘ The classes were apportioned the amounts 
they were expected to raise weeks previous 
to this day. Plans were laid by the teachers 
and members of their classes for securing the 
amount for which they were speed. 
and when the roll was called on this day we 
had 1,440 persons nt, and an offering 
for missions in cash for $1,070.13. The 
greatest attendance in the history of our 
school and, considering the business depres- 
sion and financial crisis through which we 
have just passed, the offering for missions, 
the greatest in the history of the school.’’ 


oo 
An Easter Oratorio 


N a school where ‘‘ musical education ”’ 
has not been neglected many things may 
be done to use the home talentoer a 
difficult musical program. The Third Pres- 
byterian Church of Trenton, New Jersey, 
has a school that is well known for its musi- 
cal services, and the Easter session is made 
memorable. The occasion is well adver- 
tised, and the superintendent, Edward W. 
Dunham, makes sure that the whole church 
is invited. Here is the way it was advertised 
in a city newspaper : 





GREAT EASTER SESSION 
of the 


THIRD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
SUNDAY- SCHOOL 


To-morrow Afternoon at 2.30 





An Easter Oratorio, ‘‘ From the Cross 
to the Empty Tomb,”’ as told in song and 
story. 

Fine orchestra, chorus choir of forty 
voices, splendid singing. 

Everybody invited. Men's Bible Class 
extends cordial invitation to all men in- 
terested in Bible study to meet with them. 











A Program With Features 


PROGRAM with many attractive fea- 
tures was carried out in the large Third 
Presbyterian Church of Chicago on the 

evening of Easter Sunday. Such a program 
would consume considerable time, It is 
given below : 


EASTER SERVICES 
of the 
SUNDAY-SCHOOL 





1. Organ Voluntary, Mrs. Blatchford. 

2. Processional, ‘‘ March of the Lilies,’’ two 
departments, primary and intermediate. 

3. Prayer, closing with Lord’s Prayer chanted 
by choir, the superintendent. 

4- Responsive reading of Scriptures. 

5. Singing. ‘‘ Coronation,’’ the con 

6. Recitation and exercise, ‘‘ Six 
lets,"’ Sunbeam class. 

7. Solo and chorus. ‘‘ The Blessed Story,” 
Freda Macpherson and intermediate depart- 
ment. 

8. Recitation, ‘‘The Easter Story,” Emma 
Lou Childs, senior department. 

9. Singing, ‘‘ Low in the grave he lay,"’ choir 
and congregation, 

10. Motion song, ‘* Blow Softly,’’ primary 
department. . 

11. Chorus, ‘‘Arise! Shine! For thy Light 
is Come,"’ Bible class D. 

12. Solo, “Glory to God,”’ 
senior department. 

13. Recitation, ‘An Easter Lily,’’ 
E. M. Davis, Bible class B. 

14. Solo, James Gore Le Roy. 

15. Exercise, ‘‘From Life to Life,’’ snow- 
drops, lilies, butterflies, primary department. 

16. Offering, for Chicago ‘Tract Society. 

17. Anthem, the choir, Miss Hearding, Miss 
Rommeiss, Mr. ‘Coffin, Mr. ‘Tetson. 

18. Singing, ‘* Easter Offerings."’ 

19. Prayer by the pastor. 

20. ‘* March of the Lilies,’’ intermediate de- 
partment. : 

21. Solo, ‘‘ Life’s Resurrection Hour,’’ Miss 
Alice E. Keener, Bible class C. 

22. Singing, ‘‘ Lift up, O little children,’’ the 
congregation. 

23. Recessional, ‘‘ Go in Peace,'’ ladies and 
children ; young ladies from Bible classes B 
and C, children from intermediate and primary 
departments, 

24. Benediction. 


egation. 
ee Vio- 


Bessie King, 
Mrs. 


























Mrs. Russell Sage has offered to give to the American Bible Society 
$500,000 for a permanent endowment provided a like amount is sub- 
scribed for the same purpése before the 31st of December, 1909. 

The amount already subscribed is $131,442.85, of which $67,- 


Mrs. Russell Sage’s Offer Still Open 


THE TIME EXTENDED FOR ONE YEAR 











It conducts all its work without purpose of profit. 
Its work should be enlarged without delay. Calls for advance are 
most insistent in the mission fields of the world and throughout this nation. 


Abraham Lincoln said: ‘‘ The Bible is the best gift God 

















440.05 has been paid in and is separately invested. has given to men.” 

Millions of people who have never seen the Bible never will see it 
unless the work of this Society is adequately supported. 

The Society’s budget of expenditure for the current year is $562,- 
700. ‘This varies but little from the average annual expenditure for the 
last ten: years. 

Its receipts from church collections, Auxiliary Societies, Life Mem- 
bers, and other friends, and from legacies, are so variable as to make 
self-evident the need of a permanent endowment that shall supplement 
such receipts and give stability to a work that is world-wide. 

Its Trust Funds amount to $732,630.90. The income last year 
was $28,853.02, only about one-twentieth of the above budget. 

Now is the time to help by individual pledge, by church 
collections, or in other ways. 


Why not make an Easter Offering 
now = the American Bible Society ? 


Send subscriptions to WILLIAM FOULKE, TreEasurER, AMERICAN B1BLE Society, BisLE House, Astor PLacr, New York, or to any 
one of the Agency Secretaries. 








The sum of $368,557.15 remains to be subscribed in order 
to secure Mrs. Sage’s gift. 


Subscriptions need not be paid immediately, and may be paid in 
definite installments if desired. 

The Bible Society needs this endowment. It works through seven 
Agencies and three hundred and forty-six Auxiliary Societies in the 
United States, and twelve Agencies in foreign lands. 

It employs six hundred men and women colporteurs, who go from 
city to city, from village to village, and from house to house. 

It circulates the Scriptures in sixty-five languages in the United 
States alone, supplying individuals as well as Home Missionary and 
Church agencies. 
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SPECIAL TRIAL OFFER } 
To Readers of The Sunday School Times 


The Pilgrim Teacher 


AND SUNDAY-SCHOOL OUTLOOK 


A Progressive Lesson Help, a Sunday-school News-Magazine, a 
‘Teacher-Training ‘l'ext-book, a teachers’ ‘‘ Experience Exchange,"’ and 
back of all, a magazine that exists to help teachers train their scholars 
up into earnest, efficient Christians. Among the contributors to it are : 


rg ge Slattery, with a new bovs’ story. 

H. W. Gibson, one of the leading Y. M. C. A. Boys’ Secretaries of the country. 

Madeleine Scott, a most ingenious teacher of boys. 

o Grove F, Ekins, already known to our readers for his suggestive article on 
eckett.’ 

Prof, G. Walter Fiske, founder of the ‘' Pilgrim Fraternity.” 

E, C. Dinwiddie of Washington. Mr. Dinwiddie is the man who was called to Eng- 
land this fall to help them in their fight over there. He is Legislative Superintendent of 
the Anti-Saloon League. _In this connection readers will come to know such persons as 
John F, Cowan, D.D., President Henry Churchill King, Professor E, P. St. John, 
Howard A. Bridgman. 

William Byron Forbush, author of ‘‘ The Boy Problem.’ 





| NOVELTIES AND SUPPLIES FOR EASTER 


A New Celluloid Bookmark 


In Exquisite Colorings and Design 


An Exquisite 
Series of Celluloid Bookmarks 


New and original de 


signs. Size, 

inches. 5 og Oo 

marks are used bya 
ri- 


large number of 
mafy and Junior su- 
perintendents as _ re- 
wards to the pupils for 
reciting the Twenty- 
third Psalm, the Beati- 
tudes, etc. 

A set of seven, com- 
prising the following 
selections : 

No. 2. Twenty-third 
Psalm. (Easter Lily.) 

No. 3- Lord’s Prayer. 
(Purple Clematis.) 
‘Ten Com- 

(iris.) 

. 5. Books of the 
Bible. (Pond git.) 
6. ati- 


‘*Camp 


mandments. 





wm ») 
Peace. 7-4 Footpath, to ‘The articles on ‘‘ Hand Work"’ will interest teachers of anew: Junior and Inter- 
van Dyke. (Violets.) mediate grades, and will give them all the information and instruction necessary to enable 
No. 8. The Cornand them to begin hand work in their classes at once. Rev. Milton S, Littlefield, author of 
This souvenir can be used to excellent advan- | the Lilies. (Lilies of the leading book on the subject, Patterson Du Bois, and the Editor of * The Pilgrim 
tage as a bookmark. It is one that will be highly | the Valley.) Teacher” will write them. 


Suggestions will be given as usual on ¢he: special days of the 
Sunday-school—Christmas, Easter, Rally Day, ete. ‘*‘The Workers’ Exchange,"’ a de- 
partment of short articles and letters from our readers, will be continued as in the past. 

if you are a busy man, or woman, ‘' The Lesson in Brief,’’ by Dr. Sidmey A, Ww " 
formerly instructor in Biblical Literature at Yale University, will give you the lesson, its 
setting and salient points in a minute. Every one reads this whether teacher in the Pri- 
mary Department or leader of ‘** ‘The Old Folks’ Class." 

Following this are the rich and suggestive notes of Dr. M. C, Hazard, whose comments 
in all the twenty-five years of his connection with the magazine have never been so fresh 
and interesting as now. 

Frances Weld Danielson’s helps, ‘‘ For the Primary Teacher,” Mrs, Bryant’s “The 
Lesson .lllustrated,"’ Mr. Forbush’s ‘‘‘The First Five Minutes,"’ and Mr. Byington’s 


appreciated and treasured by both old and young, 
being entirely new and original. 

Price, 4 cents each ; 40 cents a dozen, or $3.00 a 
100, postpaid. 


Price, 6 cents each, or 
60 cents a dozen (as- 
sorted), postpaid. 





No. 2. 
Twenty-third Psalm. 





Easter Offering Envelope 


Size, 24%X3% inches. Lithographed in colors 
with Easter fit, design on back aed front. Scrip- 
ture text, and space for name, date and amount. 

Price, 30 cents a 100; $1.25 for 500, or $2.25 a 

1,000, postpaid. 


Our 1909 Easter Exercises 
ARE NOW READY 


Free sample copies will be sent on application. 


**Giorious Dawn.” ‘“ Lirs.”” 
** Open Porta,” ** Day or TRIuMPH.” 








**Points of Contact,’’ not to mention the various questions for study and discussion. 
Seekfurther questions and answers, object helps, etc. No more complete help can be found 

Cothparison with other Sunday-school papers and journals is invited. The publishers 
know of,no ognely effective means of increasing the circulation of The Pilgrim ‘leacher, 


so make’ the following 
SPECIAL OFFE TO NEW SUBSCRIBERS: Send 50 cts. fér nine 

months’ subscription to ‘THE PILGRIM ‘TEACHER, 
and we will send you free the beautiful collection of Pilgrim Teacher Lesson Pic- 
tures on the International Sunday-school Lessons for 1909 (60 pictures, worth 50 
cents). No teacher can afford to be without these pictures. Your money back if you 
don't like both magazine and pictures. 


14 BEACON STREET THE PILGRIM PRESS 


L. H. CARY, Business Manager 





An Exquisite Celluloid’ Top Blotter 
y ae ir [y with a beautiful spray of Lilies of the 
* £ Valley lithographed in colors, and with 
Dr. Henry van Dyke’s “ Foothpath to 
Peace.’ 

There are three np of blotting paper 
in red, white and blue colors, attached to 
each le by a celluloid button, which is 
removable. With ordinary care the blot- 
ter will last indefinitely, making the article 
a lasting souvenir. 


J Price, 15 cents each; 2 for 25 cents, or 
$1.25 a dozen, postpaid. 


Philadelphia, With Bid St. Louis, 505 N. S th St. 
Sree eae" THE WESTMINSTER PRESS Stes 























175 WABASH AVE. 
CHICAGO 



































The Prudential 


Greatest Gain in Insurance in Forcé 


IN 1908, OF ANY LIFE INSURANCE 
COMPANY IN THE WORLD! Ks 


GIANT STRIDES OF A GIANT COMPANY: 


Gain in Life Insurance in Force, in pe 

1908, over - - - - - 97 Million Dollars 
Paid Policyholders, during 1908, over 19 Million Dollars 
Dividend Fund to Credit of Partici- 

pating Policies, Dec. 31, 1908, 

nearly - : - . : - 15 Million Dollars 


, 


Total Payments to Policyholders Since 
Organization plus Amount Held 
- at Interest to their Credit 


Over 
313 Million Dollars. 





OTHER 1908 FEATURES 

Expenses Reduced. 

New Monthly Income Policy Inaugu- 
rated. 

Loaned to Policyholders, on Security 
of their Policies, to December 31, 
1908, over Ten Million Dollars. 

Tax Payments in 1008, nearly 14 Mil- 
lion Dollars. 


THE PRUDENTIAL 
Insurance Company of America 
Incorporated as a Stock Company 
by the State of New Jersey 
JOHN F. DRYDEN Home Office, 

President NEWARK, N. J. 


Write for Rates of New Low-Cost Policy 
Dept. 126 


PRUDENTIAL 


STRENGTH OF 











GIBRALTAR 














$1,000 in Cash Prizes 


OPEN TO EVERYBODY 


Fach New Year we present to our friends and customers a beautiful litho- 
graphed souvenir. It is looked forward to by 40,000 prosperous shoe 
dealers, many of whom have saved a complete collection. 

Our aim is to secure something new and original that will be preserved 
and treasured for years. It bears no advertising except a card to show that it 
is sent with our compliments. 

Heretofore we have depended upon the leading lithographers for de- 
signs, but in order to obtain a picture out of the ordinary, we now open a 
contest to the world and offer the following prizes : 


$350.00 for the best original design. 
$250.00 for the second best original design. 


$400.00 (or $50.00 each) for the eight next 
best and most original designs. 


All sketches must be submitted at our office, 12th and 
Washington Avenue, St. Louis, U.S. A., on or before 
June I, 1909, 

They must be shaped to reproduce in a 2030 
inch colored lithograph and may be oil, water color or 
crayon, 

‘The Awarding Committee will be chosen from mem- 
bers of our own Company, and the selection of a design 
will be made by then® entirely on merit and originality 
and with the view of getting the picture that will be most 
appreciated by those who receive it, 

Awards will be made June I1, 1909. 

Do not hesitate to compete because you are 
not an artist of renown, as the name will not be con- 
sidered. 

All sketches receiving prizes will become our prop- 
erty ; all others will be returned if contestant so requests 

and sends amount of return express charge. 
we a 5 S eee te mage We are known the world over as the manufacturers 
coloring orexvression. Youcan Of the celebrated American Lady and American Gentle- 
no doubt see a full size souvenir man Shoes, and as the shoe makers who 


in the store of the best shoe 
dealers in your town. If you 


‘ndvsenvincunoerce: Keep the Quality Up 


rency to our St. Louis house. 


Hamilton, Brown Shoe Co., St. Louis and Boston, U. S. A. 





“This is a small reproduction 
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Before the Fire or After ? 


HEN are you going to find out whether the fire insurance you have paid for is 

W really good or not—before or after the fire which makes it due and payable? 

You cannot change it after the fire. It will be too late then, but before 

the fire you can readily, at no extra cost, select an insurance company whose record 
and strength guarantee the liberal fulfillment of its obligations. 

Upon foundations of commercial honor The Hartford Fire Insurance Com- 
pany has built up the largest fire insurance business in the United States. It has 
paid more than $125,000,000 to its policy-holders. Its popularity is the reward of 
merit, and the result of nearly a century of honorable dealing with its patrons. 

It has published a book, ‘‘ Fire Prevention and Fire Insurance,’’ which contains 
separate chapters of valuable information for House- 
holders, Merchants and Manufacturers. It ought to be 
in the hands of every property holder in America. It 
may save you thousands of dollars, no matter in what 
company you are insured. It is free. Send for it. 









HARTFORD FIRE INSURANCE CO. 
Hartford, Conn. 
Send me your Book, ‘‘ Fire Prevention and Fire Insur- 
ance,” advertised in The Sunday School Times. 




















Fight Packets 
Beautiful Flowers for 25c. 


More than twenty-five years ago we originated 
the plan of offering each season a GEM COLLEC- 
TION, containing a fine assortment of choice flow- 
ers for only 25 cents. So popular has this collec- 
tion been each se ason that, still further ** to en- 
courage the beautiful,’’ we have endeavored now 
to surpass all previous e fforts, and hope to induce 
thousands more fo begin the culture of Beautiful 

lo wers /rom seed, 

we will mail one packe‘ 
or 25 ts. each of all the fol- 

ForpHOOK Favorite aa ERS, — est varieties 
in unequaled mixture ;—Wurre HyactntH Can- 
DYTUFT, immense heads of splendid flowers ;—D1- 
ANTHUS FoRDHOOK Favorites, all the best Chi- 
nese and Japanese Pinks:— BurBANK’s New Escu- 
SCHOLTZIA, the lovely éright-crim son california 
Poppy ; ;—New “ Fucisia-FLoweRED” [pomora, 
a most attractive rz apid growing climber, sce illus- 
tration; |1MPERIAL GERMAN Pansies, fifty va- 
rieties in supe rb mixture; Petunta, ** BRILLIANT 
BEAUTIES, a speci: al blend of Baby Blue, Adonis, 
Rosy Morn, &c., and Burpee’s Best Strain of 
Putox DrumMoNDIt GRANDIPLORA as grown at 
our famous Fordhook Farms. 


buys all the above 8 packets, 
25 Cts. which purchased separately (price 
—e §6810 Cts. each) would cost 80 cts. 
5 Complete Collections mailed for $1.00 















Seeds for the Children’s Garden 


No better collection than the above could be obtained to give 
to children ;—full directions for culture are printed on each 
packet. ‘As our contribution to encourage the children to 
begin the culture of flowers we shall send with each col- 
lection ordered this season two extra packets Free 
—containing special mixtures of SWEET PEas an 
NasturtTiums. ‘lhe Sweet Peas will include Burfee’s 
Best Mited of 1908, together with the Fordhook 
Fancy Flake@ and a tew ** Spencer Seedlings.” 

‘Tt ne Nasturtiums will include all tall varieties,— 
Burpee’s Giant-Flowered, Madam Gunter Hybrids, 
Red Spurred Lobé’sand a few of the Variegated- 
Leaved and New, lpy-Leaved. ‘Vhese two special 
mixtures are prepared solely for this collection as our 
contribution towards the children’s garden and will 
be sent with every collection ordered, whether one or 
iw one hundred. 

as W hether ready now teorder, or not, yet if interested 

et in having seeds that will produce the Choicest 
Vegetables and Most Beautiful Powers, you should 
write To-day for 


BURPEE’S 1909 FARM ANNUAL 


lhe Silent Salesman of the World’s Largest Mail Order Seed Trade. Buying 
seeds by mail made safe and easy. Kindly name The Sunday School Times, and address, 


W. Atlee Burpee, Philadelphia 
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